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From the Lead Pastor
What is our “why?”
That is the question that Rev. Junius Dotson, General Secretary for United Methodist Discipleship Ministries and
2018 Myers Lecture Keynote challenged us to consider. We do many things – our “what” – and we do them
certain ways – our “how.” Remembering why the church exists is critical to our ability to be who we are. How
appropriate that Rev. Dotson’s message was delivered on the day of Epiphany, a word Oxford Dictionaries define
as “a moment of sudden and great revelation.”
As followers of Christ, our “why” is always rooted in being disciples of Jesus Christ who follow his example and carry out his work.
Living as faithful disciples has led us, as Church of the Saviour, to see our “why” in relation to our “who.” God has brought us together
as a diverse body – diverse in many visible and less apparent ways. I do not believe this is by accident, but by design. God has
something special in mind for us as Church of the Saviour.
This month, we have several excellent opportunities to remember why we exist:
· Bishop Tracy Smith Malone will lead us in celebrating the completion of the merger between Windermere-Living
Hope and Church of the Saviour that began four years ago.
· A mission team (with whom I will travel) will visit Haiti, an opportunity to renew our ties to beautiful people who
have been much maligned in recent weeks. We remember that we are called to the margins to live the Good
News of Christ’s love.
· As we enter into Lent, we will rediscover the revolutionary message of the Gospel and its claim on our lives.
· We celebrate Black History Month, an important part of our shared story regardless of our racial or ethnic identity.
Let us all recommit ourselves to lives of faithful discipleship as we follow in the footsteps of the One whose name we claim. We are
Church of the Saviour.

FEBRUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
February 4, Bishop Tracy Smith Malone Visiting
Faith Sharing Service at 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel. Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Great Hall and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
Bishop Tracy Smith Malone preaching “Kept for a Purpose.” (Mark 1:29-39) Holy Communion at all three services.

February 11, Transfiguration Sunday
Worship at 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in the Great Hall and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Rev. Gregory Kendrick Jr
preaching (Mark 9:2-9)

February 14, ASH WEDNESDAY
Worship at noon in Myers Chapel and 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Rev. Gregory Kendrick Jr preaching.

February 18, Sermon Series: Renegade Gospel
Worship at 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in the Great Hall and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Rev. Andy Call preaching “This
Way to God”. (John 14: 1-6)

February 25, Sermon Series: Renegade Gospel
Worship at 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in the Great Hall and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Rev. Andy Call preaching “By
Whose Authority”. (Isiah 61:1-4)

2018 Myers Lecture Series: Greater is Coming
Juanita Juarez Taylor
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28: 19-20

The Great Commission quoted above is the last message Jesus gave his disciples – including us! This scripture was at the core of
Reverend Junius B. Dotson’s two day message at the Myers Lecture Series January 6 and 7.
Rev. Junius B. Dotson is the UMC Discipleship Ministries General Secretary. He offered us a vibrant, uplifting and challenging
message, beginning with “Why”. Why is our church existing? Why do each of us serve Christ? He stated that without the anchor of
“why” our ministries are like a ship adrift. Rev. Dotson stated, “We need a unifying vision which guides everything we do.” This is the
challenge Dotson gave Church of the Saviour.
In this, CotS’ “Year of Discipleship,” the message was a timely one. Rev. Dotson gave us a definition of discipleship – one that Christ
would have used. Discipleship’s Greek translation would be “transferable learning,” or bringing to others what we have learned of
Christ. “But you cannot teach what you do not know”, stated Dotson. Thus, the first step to discipleship is to be firm in our own
knowledge of Christ and to understand our own personal relationship with Christ. Rev. Dotson stated that our learning should help us
lead people to Christ, grow people to spiritual maturity, equip people for ministries, and empower people to share their faith with
others outside our doors. If you would like to view the Saturday lecture, you can find it on the East Ohio Conference website at
https://eocumcnews.com/2018/01/08/general-secretary-vital-congregations-never-lose-focus-of-their-why/.
Part two of the weekend was Reverend Dotson’s sermon heard in all three services entitled “Greater is Coming”. Dotson stated that
we need to be able to let go of some of our comfort level activities in church so we can be ready for the greater things that are coming
to this church.
Reverend Dotson’s challeng is key for us in living our mission. You can watch his presentation on the East Ohio Conference website
and listen to his COTS sermon on our website under the podcasts. For more information on Rev. Dotson’s work go to
www.seeallthepeople.org.
SPOTLIGHT ON BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Sharron McPherson Foxx
As we see a shift in our national leadership, as it relates to race relations, a word
comes to mind, F- E-A-R. “Fear contracts and closes the heart—resisting love —
love expands and opens the heart, embracing fear”
Many people, including famous freedom fighter and US Army Spy Harriet Tubman,
along with Abolitionists, our White brothers and sisters, overcame fear and risked
their lives to ensure that “negroes” were treated as human beings. We can be
proud that, in this tradition, the founder of Methodism, John Wesley, strongly
opposed slavery.
Wesley's moving document titled, “Thoughts Upon Slavery” was very candid and honest, regarding his views on slavery and
the mistreatment of negroes by many, including Christians. In 1763, an African-American woman, a slave named Annie Sweitzer
was welcomed into the first class of Methodists. “She was not there as a slave, or as a [negro], she was there as one more person
opening her heart to Christ.” We can only imagine what would have happened to her or those who welcomed her if they were
overcome by fear. Fear and silence cultivates racism.
The United States is the greatest country on earth. Thegreat melting pot! We are a mix of original Native Americans, Immigrants
arriving through Ellis Island and those who came by slave ships. It can appear that we have absolutely nothing in
common...we clap on different beats, our hair texture may be different, but we do have something in common, we are all children of
God and he commands that we love each other. For those who say, “I don’t see color,” we want you to see color for when you see
color, you see us.
If you would like to learn more about Annie Sweitzer & The African American Methodist Heritage Center, go to www.umc.org/videos.

PASTOR’S LENTEN STUDY
There are two options to join Pastor Kendrick for a study of “The
Renegade Gospel” by Mike Slaughter this Lenten Season. You
can join the study either on Wednesdays at noon in Room 100 or
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. in the Parlor. The study will take place
from February 17 through March 28. Bring a brown bag lunch if
you are joining the Wednesday group. Hope to see you there!

LENTEN BOOK STUDIES
Our church is getting ready for Lent by planning to come together
in Lenten study groups, we hope that you will join us. We will be
studying the book Renegade Gospel: The Rebel Jesus by Mike
Slaughter.
“Central to our faith is a man who denies all of our pre-conceived
notions about what God should look like. Joining his movement
will mean coming to terms with the real Jesus. Jesus did not
come to start a religion. The rebel Jesus came with a rengage
gospel to start a revolution. Mike Slaughter presents Jesus and
his challenging message to inspire us during Lent, Easter and
throughout the year.”
As in the past, we enjoy a book with a common and challenging
theme. Rev. Call and Rev. Kendrick will be preaching on the
content of the book throughout Lent. We invite you to participate
in or lead a small group. We will have study guides available.
If you would like to lead or host a group, contact Brian Broadbent
at bbroadbent@bvuvolunteers.org (216) 559-9109 or the church
office at office@chsaviour.org (216) 321-8880. We will have a
half hour meeting for those interested in leading a group following
the 11 worship service on February 11. Lent starts on February
14th and we hope you join us.

GENEROUS CHRISTMAS OFFERING
SUPPORTS MISSION
The Christmas Offering at Church of the Saviour is used in its
entirety to fund local missions. Your contributions to that special
offering comprise the mission funding for Metropolitan Ministries
for the year, providing support for ongoing mission projects and
new opportunities to directly impact the local communities we
serve. This year, the Christmas Offering total was $19,326, an
increase of 43% over the previous year's offering. Thank you to
everyone who contributed for your generous support of mission
work. To learn more about Metro Ministries and how you can be
involved, contact Pete Evangelista, 2018 Metro Ministries Chair.

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT: VALENTINE HEARTS FOR HAITI
Did you know that our church family has eaten more than 10,500
cookies in the last 7 years? Derek Yost and his “Valentine Hearts for
Haiti” baking mission is in its eighth year with all of the proceeds
(ingredients are donated by the Yost family) support the Methodist
School in Dondon, Haiti. These funds support the school by providing
books for students and salaries for the teachers. “Valentine Hearts for
Haiti” has raised $16,000 over the past seven years and is the main
source of support for the school by our Church, the other funding
source is North Coast Haiti Mission.
As you can imagine, it takes many hands to bake and decorate the
cookies each year and Derek is always ready to welcome new
volunteers into this delicious ministry. You can find more information
about volunteering by contacting Derek through his webpage, https://
sites.google.com/view/vhfh/home or by emailing him at
derekyost17@gmail.com.
Cookies will be available for sale on
Sunday, February 11 in the CotS Café. Please donate and or buy
cookies to enjoy in support our brothers and sisters in Dondon!

MINISTRY TEAM
Andy Call, Lead Pastor
Gregory Kendrick, Jr., Pastor of Connections
Lois Annich, Pastoral Counselor
David Gilson, Director of Music
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SAVE THE DATES

NOTES OF APPRECIATION

February 4 - Souperbowl of Caring Food Collection & Chili
Cook-Off & Big Game viewing Party at 6 p.m. in Great Hall
February 14 - Ash Wednesday Services at noon and 7 p.m.
February 18 - Pizza with the Pastors. 12: 00 - 1:15 in Room 100
February 18 - Theology in Film at 2 p.m. in Room 122
February 21 - Pastor’s Lenten Study at noon in Room 100

Susan Ziegler and her family wishes to thank everyone for all of
the caring cards and notes they received during Marc’s illness
and recent passing.

February 23 - Men’s Advance at Camp Asbury
March 4 - Youth Sunday

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
During a Board of Trustee’s meeting this past Fall, a good
suggestion was made that Trustees welcome ideas regarding
our facility from the congregation. The Trustees welcome
suggestions regarding the building, either in person, by phone or
email. The Properties Manager, Penny Neisen, is of course
available to receive suggestions. Suggestions take evaluation
and may even require formal voting. Each suggestion will be
answered. The Church Trustee email is bot@chsavior.org
Board of Trustees:
Joyce Dearborn
Molly Ritts
Terry Angle
Jay Freer

Chris Bartel
Brian Boland
Alice Lubell

Schen Griest
Clark Williams
Tina Yost

Church of the Saviour received a note of appreciation from
Kairos Prison Ministries for our ongoing support of their work to
bring the saving power of Jesus Christ and a new way of life to
those they serve.
The Salvation Army wrote to thank Church of the Saviour for
the hats and gloves donated through our Mitten Tree that they
have used to assist those in need in our community.
West Side Community House sent a letter to our congregation
to thank us for helping them provide warm meals and care to
seniors, stimulating experiences for children and resources and
encouragement to struggling families by our continued support
of their ministries.

UMW PROGRAM:
AN UBUNTU JOURNEY TO ECUADOR
United Methodist Women invites all women to its February 13
program, An Ubuntu Journey to Ecuador. The program will be
presented by Volunteer in Mission, Kevin Schaner.

