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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 
April 1 - Easter 
6:30 a.m. - Sunrise Worship Service on Church Front Lawn  
 

8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary, 9:30 a.m. in the Great Hall,  
11:00 a.m.  in the Sanctuary 
“The Beginning of the Good News” 
Mark 16:1-8 
 
April 8 - 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in the Great 
Hall, 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
"Resurrection Faith - Resilient Hope"  
John 11:1-6, 17-37 
 
April 15 - 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in the Great 
Hall, 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
"Resurrection Faith - Resilient Hope"  
John 11:38-40 
 
April 22 - 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in the Great 
Hall,11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
"Resurrection Faith - Resilient Hope"  
John 11:41-44 
 

April 29 - United Methodist Women’s Sunday 
8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in the Great Hall,  
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. The Rev. Sarah Heath, guest 
preacher  

We have a story to tell. 

Actually, we have many stories.  
Spend a few minutes after worship at 
coffee hour and you will hear all kinds 
of stories. We are a congregation 
made up of diverse people from  
diverse experiences. Some of us are 
really good at spinning yarn, too. We 
remember our shared experiences, tell 
each other about our childhood, or just laugh together about 
what happened this morning. The Writers’ Guild records  
experiences and helps one another shape their writing into 
compelling stories. And, of course, we have an incredible 
church library filled with books and resources right here for our 
use. 
 
But, as followers of Jesus, we have one, remarkable story that 
we all share. We bear witness to the resurrection of Christ and 
our experience of the living Christ in our lives. 
 
The original version of the Gospel of Mark ended at the empty 
tomb – no post-resurrection appearance, no apostolic witness, 
no tangible experience as proof. Those who went to the tomb 
that day were amazed and terrified, and they fled in fear. The 
rest of the story is left to be told by someone else. Perhaps 
Mark intended that someone else to be us. 
 
We are Resurrection people who live Resurrection faith.  
Christians worship on Sunday because Sunday is the day of 
Resurrection. Every time we gather in worship, we come 
together to celebrate Resurrection. We live every moment of 
our lives not as those who are without hope, but as those who 
know that there is more to the story. 
 
As we enter the season of Easter, let us remember that we are 
people with a story to tell. Our world needs our witness to the 
Resurrection now as much as ever. We need to proclaim  
Resurrection faith – to the world…and to ourselves. 
 

FROM THE LEAD PASTOR 
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DISCOVER CHURCH OF THE SAVIOUR 
10:30 a.m. and 12 p.m., April 8 | Room 100 
 

New to the church? Join us to learn what we’re all about. If 
you can’t make it in April, save the date for our May 6  
gathering at the same times and place. 



EASTER OFFERINGS 
Your Easter offering helps support the 
work of Esther Gitobu in  
Cambodia. Our church has spon-
sored her as a missionary with  
Global Ministries (UMC) for 17 years.  
 
Many of you will recall when Esther 
and her three daughters visited COTS 
in 2016. We all learned about the 
issue of human trafficking in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, and the Meth-
odist-sponsored programs that are being created to protect women 
and children. Esther is directly involved with providing and improving 
education for women at all levels.  
 
The entire Easter offering will go toward Global Ministries. We invite 
you to prayerfully consider making a gift. 

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 
 
In preparation for 2018, our church conducted a Campaign of Faith, a 
different approach to Stewardship. It focused on each of us prayerfully 
making our private commitment to God. Unlike prior years, our pledg-
es weren’t recorded by the church office.  As a result, our finance 
committee had to adapt how we do our work. We no longer can fore-
cast expected revenue based on recorded pledges. Instead, we are 
relying on history and the actual offerings each month. And we are 
managing the church’s expenses based on balancing our missional 
calling and being good stewards of the resources provided by the 
congregation. 
 
Through February, we have good news on the financial front.  Our 
pledges/contributions received year-to-date are $157,000 compared 
to $149,000 budget. Furthermore, we received pledge monies in 2017 
as prepayments for 2018, which we amortize each month.  Those 
prepaid pledges provide $10,000 per month revenue (higher than our 
2017 prepaids by $4,000/month). The benefit of these prepaids will 
continue throughout the year. All in, total revenue February YTD is 
$10,000 higher than budget. 
 
On the expense side, we also are in good shape. Total expenses 
February YTD are $230,000 versus a $250,000 budget, with good 
expense control across all line items.  As we budgeted (and as hap-
pens every year), we are running a deficit in the early part of the year. 
Thankfully, the actual deficit is much lower than budget. 
 
The finance committee thanks each of you for your commitment to our 
church, and for your participation in considering afresh our personal  
stewardship commitment to God. Please contact me or any member 
of the committee with questions on our church’s finances. 
 

- Eric Pelander, Finance Chair 

epelander@yahoo.com 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 
Heartfelt condolences are extended to the family and friends of 
those who passed away in March. 
 
Jill Barr (March 1) 
Diane Deuring (March 8) 
Dr. Timothy John Conrad (March 10) 
 
Condolences may be sent to the Barr family at 2468 Edgerton 
Road, University Heights, OH 44118; Diane’s daughter, Wendy 
Deuring, at 13600 Shaker Blvd., Apt. 204, Cleveland, OH 44120; 
and church members Jessica and Michelle Conrad, daughters of 
Dr. Conrad, to 2403 Keystone Road, Parma, OH 44134.  

BIBLE BOOKWORM CLUB 

Fourteen children read 152 books during the six weeks of the Bible 
Bookworm Club from Jan. 21 to March 4. The children celebrated 
at a cake and ice cream party on March 4 that was topped off by 
stories read by the Rev. Andy Call. Congratulations to the readers 
and parents who supported our program. 
 

- Kathleen Szabo and Genevieve Seese, Library Committee 

PRAISE FROM PRISON  
 
Tom Wadsworth, Brian Broadbent and I are praising God for all the 
support we received during the weekend of March 15 to 18 while 
serving on Kairos team #33 at Trumbull Correctional Institution. 
Our COTS family armed us with prayers, cookies, placemats, post-
ers, meal tickets, financial support and encouraging words as we 
shared the transforming love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ to the 
resident participants. We felt both humbled and privileged to have a 
front-row seat in seeing The Holy Spirit at work so closely and so 
clearly. We witnessed lives changed and several commitments/re-
commitments to Christ in just a few days.  At closing, one resident 
declared, “It’s only halftime. I’m starting the second half of my life.”  
 
Thanks again for partnering with us in KAIROS Prison Ministry!                                                     
    

- Pete Evangelista  

EDITOR’S NOTE: Angela Chambers is the new editor of The Chimes newsletter. Along with attending Church of the 
Saviour with her husband Russell and daughter Eleanor, Angela works at Good Cause Creative, which provides  
communications, marketing and web development support to nonprofits and mission-driven businesses. If you have any 
news you’d like us to consider for publication, please send a note to chimes@chsaviour.org. 



UMW SPRING FLEA MARKET 
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. - May 4 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. - May 5 
Great Hall and Calvary Hall 
$10 admission from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
 
The COTS United Methodist Women biannual flea market rais-
es money for missions. Starting Sunday, April 29, at noon, we’ll 
accept donations of household items, clothing, furniture, books 
and toys. Along with donating items, please plan to donate a 
couple hours of your time.  

Volunteers are needed April 30 to May 3, any time between     
9 a.m. and 8 p.m., to sort and price donations. During the  
market on Friday and Saturday we need cashiers, lunch serv-
ers, greeters, floor monitors and clean-up crew. Volunteers 
who work at least 4 hours can shop for seven items at a pre-
sale on Thursday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. You can indicate that 
you plan to volunteer by signing up at www.chsaviour.org, in 
the church office, by sending an email to Mary Freer at 
cotsfleas@gmail.com or phone her at 216-242-6144.  
Take linens, clothing, shoes and purses to Calvary Hall.  
All other donations to the Great Hall. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
QUARTERLY MEN’S BREAKFAST  
7:30 a.m. April 14, Calvary Hall 
Bok Chew, who works with InterVarsity International Student Min-
istry, is our guest speaker. As a third culture person (native of Ma-
laysia), Bok hopes to be a bridge builder among people of different 
backgrounds. The coffee arrives at 7:15 a.m., so come early to 
hang. We end promptly at 9 a.m. so you can get home to your 
families. 

EMERGENCY PREPARATION 
7:30 p.m. April 17, Parlor 
Monica Robins, senior health correspondent at WKYC Channel 3, 
will present a program detailing the documents and information 
you should have ready when you need to leave your home at a 
moment’s notice. She’ll also share how these documents should 
be stored. The information is useful in case of a fire, flood or other 
emergency situation. The COTS Health Ministry Team is hosting 
the evening. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD MEETING  
7 p.m. April 24, Calvary Hall 

Rev. Sarah 
Heath to preach 
on UMW Sunday 

Join us April 29 as we welcome the 
Rev. Sarah Heath to Church of the 
Saviour. She will preach at all three 
services. 
 
Sarah regularly speaks and writes about insights on making faith 
relevant in our modern society and negotiating faith with church. 
How can faith “work,” grow and be sustained when you don’t fit into 
the average church?  Sarah is a contributor to the book, Disquiet 
Time: Rants and Reflections on the Good Book by the Skeptical, 
the Faithful, and a Few Scoundrels, which aims to provide vulnera-
ble biblical reflections for those passages that make people 
squeamish. Her first solo book is What’s your story? Seeing your 
life through God’s eyes. 
 
With roots in both Canada and Mississippi, Sarah currently serves 
as lead pastor of First UMC Costa Mesa in California. 
United Methodist Women’s Sunday celebrates the group’s work in 
our community and around the world. 

GATHER – YOUNG ADULTS @ COTS 
 
Are you looking for a place to belong? A place to be fully authen-
tic? A place to be whole? Gather is where faith meets life for adults 
in their 20s and 30s. Join us for an upcoming event. Looking to 
learn more or start a small group?  
Email Pastor Gregory at gkendrick@chsaviour.org. 

Conversation with the Rev. Sarah Heath 
5:30 p.m. April 28 
Stop by the parsonage for food and conversation with the Rev. 
Sarah Heath. Sarah is an artist, writer, speaker and UM pastor. 
She will preach at all three services the following day (April 29). 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
 
May 6 - “In the Image” Children’s Musical 
 
May 20 - Pentecost and Confirmation 
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BREATHE RESPITE | 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. April 27 

As a night off for parents of children with special needs, Breathe 
Respite is a great opportunity to serve families who need our sup-
port. 

When parents leave their children, panic and worry are often visible 
in their eyes. Upon return, we’re reminded why this ministry is so 
important. Parents look relieved and ready to continue their journey. 
Siblings of children with special needs have an opportunity to choose 
what makes them happy and rest their “caregiver” hat for a while. 

In January, we provided individual care and attention to 31 children. 
While that number surpassed our expectations, we still had three families on the waiting list. Without volunteers, Church of the Saviour is 
just a vessel that can hold a large number of people. Volunteer dinner will be served at 5:00 p.m. on April 27 before families arrive. 

Every volunteer receives training before the evening to have a better picture of what the experience will look like. Opportunities include 
becoming a child’s buddy for the entire evening. Every child attending Breathe Respite will have a buddy. 
 

“This can be the most rewarding assignment, and many times, once a person serves as a buddy for a participant, they want to keep that 
assignment for future events,” says Lydia Stephens, director of children’s ministries. “We try to assign participants to the same buddy for 
every event.” 
 

Volunteers may register at tinyurl.com/BreatheRespite from now until April 10. For families of children with special needs that want to 
participate, a link will be available to register on the chsaviour.org website.  
 
Each activity room is set up with a specific focus in mind. The sensory room will feature different lighting, and each activity or object stim-
ulates a certain sense. This room is the quietest outside of the library. The fine motor room will have activities such as stringing beads or 
gluing crafts.  For more information, contact Lydia at lastephens@chsaviour.org.  


