FROM THE LEAD PASTOR
The Season of Advent is upon us, and our
thoughts turn to preparing for the holidays.
Evergreens and ribbons adorn our walls,
Christmas gatherings bring out special
treats and holiday finery, and the sounds
of carols fill our hallways and minds.
Anticipating worship and guests who will come to experience
the incarnation in their lives, we rightly set out to present our
best during this season.
A common temptation among pastors is to try to do too much.
We often strive to create new and unique experiences, seeking
an angle on the Christmas story that has never been considered before. In our quest to help people experience something
truly “special,” we easily overlook a very simple truth: the primary reason we come together at Christmas is to be reminded
of a timeless, unchanging story, the story of God-with-us.
Sometimes in spite of our efforts, the Christmas story reminds
us that in a world full of flashy distractions, God came to us in
Christ as a baby, born to simple parents in the humblest of
circumstances.
At Church of the Saviour, we will do all we can to put our best
foot forward, to welcome everyone with generous hospitality
and exciting and engaging worship. But we also know that the
story we tell has no need for embellishments. Nothing need be
added or amended. The story of Christ coming into our lives
and into our world is perfect, just the way it is. That story is
what brings us hope, peace, joy, and love…this and every
year.

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
‘Draw Near’
Sermon Series
Dec. 2: Luke 21:25-36 "Draw Near to Wonder"
Dec. 9: Luke 1:68-79 "Draw Near to Truth"
Dec. 16: Luke 3:7-18 "Draw Near to Justice"
*Music Ministries will lead the 11 a.m. service
Dec. 23: Luke 1:39-55 "Draw Near to One Another"
Dec. 30: Luke 2:41-52 "Search"
Worship at 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in
the Great Hall, 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

Dec. 24: 4 p.m., 7 p.m. and 11 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Rev. Andy Call

ADVENT FESTIVAL Dec. 1 | 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. | Great Hall
Join our church family and the community to spend time in fellowship and bring purpose to the commerciality of the holiday season. There is
something for everyone at the festival. Kids can create crafts that make great gifts for their families. Everyone can purchase fair trade products
from the amazing vendors, give an alternative gift for the person who has everything, and enjoy delicious cookies from the famous cookie walk.
Items for sale include artisan olive oils, spices and spreads; children’s books; original artwork; organic clothing; jewelry and accessories from El
Salvador; handmade soaps and fair trade shea butter products; and hand-carved wooden articles and statues.
If you want to find a purpose for all the hubbub of the season, COTS is a great place to help us focus on what truly matters. The annual Advent
Festival is a great way to start December off right! - Jesse Cunion, Festival Coordinator

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
We are in the home stretch for the church’s financial year. Each year,
we collect a high percentage of our pledges and contributions in
November and December. And each year, we run a deficit until the
final months of the year. This year is no different.
Through October, we have collected 80% of our budgeted full-year
pledges and contributions. This is roughly comparable to the 81% we
collected through October 2017. Overall, our receipts are still running
slightly ahead of YTD budget. Our collective attention to getting current with our commitments to the church will determine whether we
are able to meet our annual receipts budget.
Our expense controls continue to be strong, with total expenses 3%
below budget, even as we have met our full apportionment to the
broader United Methodist Church, made our debt service payments
and have been investing in church growth. As a result, our deficit
through October is well below budget.
Oct YTD Actual

Oct YTD Budget

Receipts

$1, 076,207

$1,059,926

Expenses

$1,085,603

$1,118,684

($9,396)

($58,758)

Deficit

Thank you for your commitment to our church and for your personal
stewardship commitment to God. Please take a moment to review
your finances and stewardship offerings for 2018. If you have been
blessed financially in 2018, consider providing an additional portion
back to the good works of our church. Contact me or any member of
the committee with questions on our church’s finances.
- Eric Pelander, Finance Chair
epelander@yahoo.com

ONE LIFE AT A TIME
Three years ago, Demetrius was fighting for his life at a Cleveland
hospital after being attacked on his way home from school. He was
beaten severely and in a coma.
His community rallied and prayed that he’d just live. He
survived, but the doctors weren’t sure if he would ever walk or talk
again. After extensive therapy, Demetrius slowly regained his strength,
motor skills, and functionality—ultimately recovering fully.
Looking to join the job market, Demetrius participated in a training
program offered by Scranton Road Ministries Community Development Corporation (SRMCDC). He gained a portfolio of skills, including
business operations, customer service, marketing and critical thinking.
He met business leaders from around Cleveland who offer to train and
hire promising youth. Today, Demetrius is a high school graduate with
a network of connections and a job at a construction company.
Demetrius grew up participating in programs offered by Scranton Road
Ministries, including mentorships and the Youth Jobs Partnership at
Max S. Hayes High School. The CDC’s mission is to “revitalize our
city, one life at a time.”
Church of the Saviour’s Metro Ministries program supports local
initiatives that our members participate in. I was attracted to Scranton
Road Ministries several years ago because it intersects three areas of
interest for me: Christian-based ministry, supporting youth, and development in the city of Cleveland. I’ve been a board chair for four years.

COOKIE WALK

How Can You Help?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

-

-

Mentor youth in the program
Lawyers: offer pro bono legal work
Consider participating on the board
Select Scranton Road Ministries on Amazon Prime Smile
Use Scranton Road Promotions to purchase your T-shirts and
other promotional items
Offer your company’s commitment to support promising youth
from the city

For more information, contact me at tewadsworth@gmail.com or visit
scrantonroadministries.org. - Tom Wadsworth, COTS member

If you have any news you’d like us to consider for publication, please send a note to chimes@chsaviour.org.

ALL-CHURCH
CAROLING
6 to 8 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 14

BEHIND THE MINISTRY: ECHO
Linda and I started looking for a way to help East Cleveland in
2013. That’s when Windermere-Living Hope United Methodist
Church, originally located in East Cleveland, merged with
Church of the Saviour.
We visited the food and clothing pantry at St. Philomena
Church and were impressed by the dedication of volunteer site
managers and the aid they provide to the East Cleveland
community. East Cleveland is the poorest city in Ohio and has a
median household income of $19,953.
In 2015, we founded Church of the Saviour’s East Cleveland
Hospitality Outreach (ECHO) to work at the pantry on one Saturday each quarter.

Do you enjoy
bringing people joy?
Join our Church of the
Saviour group that will
sing Christmas carols
for the residents of
local nursing homes.
We will gather in the
church parlor at 6 p.m., form groups for each location, sing, and
then return to the warm parlor for hot chocolate, sweets, and good
company. Great singing voice not required, just a desire to brighten
someone’s day.
It’s a great gift. - Curt Campbell, Director of Youth Ministries

This year, we made a commitment to ensure the pantry has
sufficient diapers to support their clients. With help from our
church, we have become a trusted partner to the pantry and
delivered several hundred packages of diapers to St. Philomena in 2018.
During each visit, we experience comradery and establish relationships with other volunteers from COTS. I also am struck by
the persevering spirits of many of the clients who visit the pantry and often learn a little about their lives.
There are several ways to help with this local mission:
Work a Saturday morning at the food pantry.
Donate food, clothing, or diapers. Deliver to the center on
any Saturday morning or simply leave the items for an
ECHO volunteer at the church office.
3. Donate cash (checks made to Church of the Saviour with
ECHO on the memo line).
1.
2.

The facility is located at 13824 Euclid Ave. in East Cleveland.
If you would like to be part of this ministry, email me at
markwmoore32@yahoo.com to be added to the ECHO mailing
list.
- Mark Moore, ECHO co-founder

THE LONGEST NIGHT ADVENT SERVICE
7 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 19 - Sanctuary
Advent can be a season of immense joy, with laughter, hope,
and loved ones gathered together. It can be a season of light,
fireplaces, and candles in windows.
However, many know Advent as a season of pain. Advent can
be a month-long walk down memory lane that leaves us aching,
a series of traditions that just don’t fit anymore. So, we will
gather together to carve out sacred space for grief, memories to
run free, and to remember loved ones lost.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and Church of the Redeemer
United Methodist will join us for this service.
- Rev. Gregory E. Kendrick, Jr., Pastor of Connections

SPECIAL SERVICES DURING ADVENT
On Wednesday, December 5, at 7 p.m., the Taize service in the Sanctuary will turn our attention to this season of waiting and
watching. On December 12 in the Prayer Room (Room 204) at 7 p.m., all are invited to a time of preparation with active prayer
and quiet reflection. If you have questions, contact Liz Nau (216-789-8138).

WEBSITE AND PODCASTING: COTSumc.org

-

-

-

-

NEW WEBSITES
COTSumc.org We are excited to debut the new church
Heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of Katie
Kiker Wigglesworth (died Oct. 28), Helen Maurer (died
Nov.14) and Donald Archer (died Nov. 15).
Congratulations to Joshua and April Adams and big brother
Aidan, on the birth of Oliver Lee, who arrived November 16.
Oliver weighed 7 lbs. and measured 19.5 inches.
Our sympathy to Lois Bryant on the death of her sister. We
also send our sympathy to Lynda Holland in the death of
her father, Charles Zilhaver.

Congratulations to Charles and Dian Young on the birth of
their granddaughter, Devon Ava.

website, which will go live on December 2.

ChristmasInTheHeights.org Many people in our
neighborhood are seeking a church on Christmas Eve. This
year, we are showcasing our Christmas Eve worship
opportunities via a special website, christmasintheheights.org.
Our hope is those who are drawn in on Christmas Eve will find
COTS a welcoming place where they can connect on a deeper
level after the holidays. Please share this web address with
your friends, neighbors and colleagues when you invite them to
attend COTS on Christmas Eve.

We celebrated the baptism of Elliana Joan Ortenzi on
Sunday, November 11. Her parents are Joe and Julie
Ortenzi.

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS The Christmas season is a season to reflect and prepare for the special day when we remember our eternal

God’s arrival in our own frail humanity. This year, two Advent devotionals are available to guide you through the season. Draw Near follows the
scripture texts for Advent Year C and invites you to draw, read, reflect, pray, and color your way through 2018. This daily resource has a social
justice focus and helps us name our individual and collective longing for God's closeness and a world made new. Copies of this book are available
in the church office for no charge. Unlikely Gifts includes 31 thoughtful and never-before-published Christmas devotionals from the late, beloved,
best-selling author, J. Ellsworth Kalas. The inspirational selections were lovingly compiled by Dr. Kalas’ son, David, and daughter, Taddy, and
include additional notes and memories of their father and the holiday season. Copies of this book are available in the church office for $5 each.

