FROM THE LEAD PASTOR
As our world grows ever smaller, it is
more important than ever to learn to
live as part of the global village. Our
year-long theme of outreach and
service continues, but this month we
shift our focus to Global Missions.
World Communion Sunday begins our worship celebration on
Oct. 7. The Rev. Gary Henderson, director of The United
Methodist Church’s Global Health Initiative, will be our guest
preacher in all three morning worship services. Throughout the
month, we’ll celebrate the work of our mission connections
around the world, including Church of the Saviour’s vital
mission connections in Haiti, Liberia, Zimbabwe, and
Cambodia.

There are also opportunities for growth through important
conversations. For the first time, we will host the East Ohio
Conference’s Black Theologian Day. Brian Smart leads us
forward in our series of conversations about race. And, as our
denomination prepares for a special session of General
Conference in February, I’m calling our congregation to take
part in small group conversations on A Way Forward. Watch for
invitations to those conversations unfolding over the next few
weeks. Please join me in celebrating our global connections
and embracing the challenge of living together in our global
community.
Rev. Andy Call

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Oct. 7 - World Communion Sunday
Acts 9:10-19a - Rev. Gary Henderson preaching
‘LETTERS FROM PRISON’ SERMON SERIES
Oct. 14 - Martin Luther King, Jr.
Philippians 1:12-14
Oct. 21 - Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Philippians 1:18b-21
Oct. 28 - Kairos
Philippians 3:7-14
Worship at 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in the
Great Hall, 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

EAST CLEVELAND SERVING DAY
8 a.m. to noon Saturday, Oct. 20
Our fall service day will begin at 8 a.m. with a continental breakfast and worship at New Life Cathedral, 16200 Euclid Ave.,
Cleveland. We will serve the community from 9 a.m. to noon, and then end with a deli luncheon at COTS. Teams will volunteer at
Candlewood Healthcare & Rehabilitation, Eastbrook Healthcare Center, McGregor assisted living, Salvation Army - Aging Well and
Neighborhood Clean-Up. We also will have a diaper drive for St. Philomena’s pantry. Bring in any size diapers to the Great Hall at
COTS during the day or provide a monetary donation. More information and a chance to sign-up will be available on Sundays, Oct.
7 and 14. Come serve and enjoy the fellowship!

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
Our church’s financial performance continues to be good,
despite the usual end of summer slowdown in receipts. Pledges
and contributions received year-to-date, including amortized
prepaid pledges, are $750,000, which is $27,000 better than
budget and $19,000 better than prior year. All in, total receipts
are $31,000 better than budget and $20,000 better than last
year before accounting for unusual 2017 non-recurring revenue
items.
Our total expenses are $31,000 below budget, even as we
have met our full monthly apportionments to the broader United
Methodist Church, made our debt service payments and began
investing in church growth (e.g., the strengthening of our 9:30
worship service). As we budgeted (and as happens every year),
we are running a deficit through August; however, our deficit is
much lower than budget.
August YTD Actual

August YTD Budget

Receipts

$856,373

$825,486

Expenses

$873,141

$904,125

Deficit

($16,768)

($78,639)

The fall season is an important one for the finances of the
church. Each year, we collect a high percentage of pledges and
contributions in October through December, and we chip away
at the deficit we run through the summer. This year is following
that same pattern. Please take a moment to check your records
and get current with your commitment to the church. And if you
have been blessed financially in 2018, consider providing an
additional portion back to the good works of our church.
Thank you for your commitment to our church and for your personal stewardship commitment to God. Please contact me or
any member of the committee with any questions on our
church’s finances.

CONVERSATIONS ON A WAY FORWARD
Since 1972, The United Methodist Church has wrestled with
questions about human sexuality. What do we mean when we
say, “All are welcome?” Is sexual orientation a choice or part of
God’s created order? Can we be united even if we do not
agree? Is there room for all of us here?
In 2016, General Conference – the decision-making body of The
United Methodist Church – asked the Bishops to lead us in
finding “a way forward” out of our impasse on human sexuality.
The Bishops’ solution was to commission a diverse, global
group to develop a plan that would best equip the denomination
to move together into God’s future. Their findings have been
released and will be debated at a specially-called session of
General Conference in February 2019.
In preparation for the conference and its potential outcomes,
Rev. Call is asking all members and participants in Church of
the Saviour to come together in small groups to prepare for what
changes may come. The purpose for the groups is not to debate
human sexuality or scriptural interpretation, but to explore our
identity. The first two sessions will be about listening and sharing our connection to the church; a third will be with a wider
group to learn about the plans coming before General Conference. Groups will meet at different times and in different places.
Look for announcements in worship and the e-chimes in the
coming weeks. You can also contact the church office at
office@chsaviour.org or call 216-321-8880 to find a group that
fits your schedule.

- Eric Pelander, Finance Chair
epelander@yahoo.com

UMW FALL FLEA MARKET 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, Oct. 12 ($10 admission from 9:30 – 10:30, free thereafter)
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 13 | Great Hall
Start gathering your donations for the United Methodist Women Fall Flea Market. Donations are accepted at 12:30 p.m. Sunday,
Oct. 7, or from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday to Wednesday, Oct 8-10. Please consider volunteering your time to this important mission
fundraiser. We need many hands to sort and price items Monday through Thursday during the week of the sale. On Friday and
Saturday, we need cashiers, lunch servers, greeters, monitors and a clean-up crew. Men are especially needed. Volunteers who
donate at least 4 hours can shop for seven items at a pre-sale from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 11. You can volunteer by using
the SignUpGenius link found on the church website (chsaviour.org), or you can fill out a sign-up sheet available in the church office.
You also may email or call Mary Freer at cotsfleas@gmail.com or 216-242-6144.

If you have any news you’d like us to consider for publication, please send a note to chimes@chsaviour.org.

BLACK THEOLOGIAN DAY
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 6
Great Hall
The leader of a Relevant,
Enthusiastic, Authentic
and Loving (REAL)
church movement, Dr. Joseph Daniels, Jr., is the guest speaker
of the East Ohio Conference Black Theologian Day. Church of
the Saviour is hosting the event. This year’s theme is “Faith in
Action: Beginning a Good Work,” with scripture from Nehemiah
2:17-18.
Pastor Daniels is the lead pastor of Emory United Methodist
Church in the Baltimore-Washington Conference. During his
Bearing Fruit presentation in East Ohio, Pastor Daniels challenged our conference to make a difference in the lives of our
communities by “Beginning a Good Work,” which is what
happens when we overcome our fears, trust God, and partner
with God in kingdom building.
Come hear Pastor Daniels give a more in-depth, personal perspective, as well as a continuation of his Bearing Fruit message,
so we may learn together how to begin a “Good Work” in East
Ohio.
Registration is required at btd2018.eventbrite.com. Childcare is
available and sponsored by the East Ohio Methodists for Social
Action (MFSA). For more information, contact Will Jones at
WillJ@eocumc.com.

CONVERSATION ON RACE
12:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 14
Great Hall
The United States continues to be embroiled in the complicated
issue of race relations. For every one positive step forward in
our understanding, we seem to take the proverbial two steps
backward.
Do these turbulent times make you anxious about the future of
our country? Are you frustrated with the lack of progress in our
society on this issue? Or do you simply long for an arena to
engage in honest, meaningful dialogue, express concerns and
fears, and seek common ground toward racial harmony, while
maintaining a civility and empathy that is seemingly lacking in
many aspects of our culture?
If so, please join us for another installment of Conversation on
Race at COTS on Sunday, Oct. 14. I will lead the one-hour discussion, which will be an open forum for all to discuss our frustrations, fears and hopes at tables with others. The hope and
expectation of the session is that we find more common ground
among us, especially as Christians, on this divisive issue. We
also want to spark an ongoing small group class for those interested in further pursuing the challenge of becoming a
multiethnic, multicultural Christian church.
Please contact the church office to RSVP by Oct. 10 at
office@chsaviour.org or 216-321-8880.
- Brian Smart, Director of Emerging Ministries

In March 2017, I attended Kairos Prison Ministry for the first time. From Thursday evening through Sunday afternoon, 30 residents
and 35 volunteers gathered to share experiences, listen to sermons and prepared talks, and participate in praise, worship, and other
activities. We also ate meals together.
Some residents were already Christians, while others knew
virtually nothing about Christianity. But they all knew Kairos
meant cookies – LOTS of cookies!
What do I say to the man sitting to my left who has been in
prison for 40 years and will never leave? What do I say to the
man sitting to my right who entered prison 10 years ago
when his daughters were 1, 2 and 4, and will be in their 20s
when he gets out? I also have three daughters and can’t
imagine being in his situation. What do I say to the man who can’t forgive those he believes have wronged him? What do I say to the
man who can forgive everyone - except himself?
In my Kairos training, I was taught that the most important thing to do is LISTEN, LISTEN, LOVE, LOVE.
After returning to normal life, I found it difficult to describe what happened to me. It was physically and emotionally exhausting, yet
one of the most rewarding things I have ever done. But then, with help from my son-in-law and his mother (a minister), I realized that
I met Jesus in a tangible way: in the margins. I saw and lived the Gospel in three days – an amazing experience of forgiveness,
transformation and hope.

At first, I didn’t think I would be able to do this ministry. But I now have participated several times and will continue to do so. It’s an
incredible blessing to both residents and volunteers. - Tom Wadsworth, COTS member
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THANK YOU NOTES

Congratulations to Chris and Shawn McCandless. Their first
grandson, Connor Gray Murphey, was born on Aug. 25 in
Littleton, Colorado. Emily and Nate Murphey (mom and dad)
and Connor are all doing well.
Heartfelt condolences are extended to the family of Evelyn
Stroud, who died on Aug. 30.
We celebrate the following baptisms:
Sept. 23
Abraham Donard Idada, born April 18, 2018. Parents are Donard and Michelle Idada.
Evan Jozef Meijer Wackers, born Jan. 27, 2012. Parents are
Michiel Wackers and Jennifer March-Wackers, and brother is
Jacob.
Oct. 21
Cora Emory Zent, born March 29, 2018. Parents are Brian and
Amber Zent, and siblings are Nolan and Wyatt.

On behalf of my students, I want to thank the United Methodist Women
and Church of the Saviour for your generous gifts to my students. The
pencils, crayons, folders, markers and glue sticks are greatly
appreciated. Every year, the need seems to be greater. The generosity
of COTS members enables me to have supplies available to students
in need. The monetary donation was used to purchase hands-on
literacy materials to make learning more engaging for my students. The
students and I are overwhelmed by this kind act. - Susan Haag,
Cleveland Metropolitan Schools
Thank you for donating supplies (such as binders, pencils, etc.) from
the bottom of my heart. I appreciate all of the things you offered to us
and helped us with. You are very blessed people for sharing positivity
to the world. - Angela, eighth-grader at East Clark School
It was very nice of you to give me stuff. I thought I was going to have to
go into the school year without a lot of stuff. I’m not because you gave
me what I needed. I think you are very kind people. You are very kind
hearted. - Nyona, eighth-grader at East Clark School
Thank you for the annual school supply drive that supports students in
the Cleveland and East Cleveland school districts. Our agency appreciates the donations of supplies that we receive from this effort. These
supplies are used by volunteers in our literacy tutoring program and
provided to students being tutored. The generosity of Church of the
Saviour members in providing supplies each year is a big help to us as
adequate funding is limited for such purposes. - Joy Banish, executive
director, Greater Cleveland Volunteers

