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The Sacredness of Hospitality 
 
“She gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn.” (Luke 2:7) 
 
Over the past several months, we have worked to be 
more intentional about our welcoming ministry. We have focused on 
three principles of welcoming: Welcome warmly. Welcome equally. 
Welcome completely.  
 
As we enter the holiday season, we anticipate many guests, each 
bringing an opportunity to exercise hospitality and invitation to journey 
together. The Bible repeatedly commands us to welcome the stranger 
in our midst, reminding us that we were once strangers ourselves. 
Whether that is in the archetypal story of Abraham or the Israelites, or 
in our personal experience of entering a community of faith, at one 
time we were all strangers. 
 
It shouldn’t be lost on us that this season offers the added dimension 
of the birth narrative found in Luke, the version of the Christmas story 
we read every year on Christmas Eve. Mary and Joseph were travelers 
in a city not their own. The infant Christ was himself a visitor – born to 
parents from a different place, God-with-us entering into human 
experience.  
 
He was born among the livestock “because there was no place for 
them in the inn.” We would all wish for greater hospitality from those in 
Bethlehem that night. While we weren’t there, we are here, now. This 
Advent and Christmas season, let’s go out of our way to welcome our 
guests. By showing hospitality to the guests among us, we welcome 
Christ himself.                                 
                                                                           -Rev. Andy Call 

FROM THE LEAD PASTOR ADVENT SERMON  SERIES   
JOY AWAITS 

 

December 1:  "The Joy of Now" Romans 13:11-14 

December 8: "The Joy of Justice" Isaiah 11:1-9 

December 15:  "The Joy of Song" 

Worship led by Music Ministries at all three worship services 

December 22: "The Joy of God-with-Us" Matthew 1:18-25 

December 29: “Away in a Manger” Matthew 2:13-23 

One worship service at 10:00 am in the Great Hall  
 

Worship at 8:30 am in Myers Chapel, 9:30 am in the Great Hall,  
and 11:00 am in the Sanctuary unless noted otherwise. 

 

December 4: Taizé Worship Service 

7:00 pm in Myers Chapel 
 

December 21: Longest Night  - “Making Space in Advent” 

5:00 pm in the Great Hall  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
 

4:00 pm Children and Family Service 

7:00 pm Traditional Service 

11:00 pm Lessons and Carols with Communion 
 

Services in the Sanctuary 



 
FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 
The Church of the Saviour is going through a transitional period 
so please do not let the numbers in red discourage you in any 
way! 

Giving is soft right now, but there is still much that is good to 
report. Excellent cost controls have resulted in year-to-date 
expenses being nearly $100K under budget. Admin Council, at 
its October meeting, approved reducing our Apportionment by 
$18,000. Our bank loan has dropped below $300K and there is 
sufficient cash in the bank to cover all foreseeable operating 
expenses. 
 

Now is the time for action to get us to the finish line. Let's hit our 
financial targets so we can joyously focus on the Christmas 
season rather than budgets. 
 

God is good all the time! 
 
Joe Hicks, Finance Chair 

Localjoes216@gmail.com 

STEWARDSHIP 
As we enter the special season of 
giving and the end of the year, we 
want to thank each of you again for 
your contributions to the mission of 
Church of the Saviour.    We all have 
the benefit of a giving and caring 
congregation, and we are blessed by 
the disciplined giving that supports our numerous ministries and 
outreach at Church of the Saviour.   Many people and programs 
are the recipients of your generosity, and your support has kept 
our church at the forefront of the needs of our community. 
Please continue your committed giving as we celebrate the birth 
of our Christ child. 
 
Dick and Cindy Helton, Stewardship Chairs 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING TO SUPPORT LOCAL 
MISSIONS 
By mid-December, members of Church of the Saviour will 
receive a letter inviting each of us to prayerfully consider our 
financial gift to the Christmas offering. Our Christmas Eve 
offering goes entirely to supporting Metro Missions and is the 
only funding some of the programs will receive. Please use the 
Christmas envelope enclosed in the December letter or the one 
in your packet of offering envelopes. If you submit your offering 
online or directly to the church office, be sure to indicate that it is 
designated for the Christmas offering.  Please note that this 
offering is separate from your pledge to the operating funds of 
the church. We are excited to see how God works through our 
ministries in 2020, and your part in it! 
 
Pete Evangelista, Metro Missions Chair 

CHRISTMASINTHEHEIGHTS.ORG 
We are showcasing our Christmas Eve worship opportunities via 
a special website, christmasintheheights.org. Our hope is those 
who are drawn in on Christmas Eve will find COTS a welcoming 
place where they can connect on a deeper level after the 
holidays. Please share this web address with your friends, 
neighbors, and colleagues when you invite them to attend COTS 
on Christmas Eve.  

A LITTLE FLUTE CHRISTMAS  
DECEMBER 10 at 10 am, Chapel 
Cheryl Drake and Virginia Steiger will play 
Christmas music and lead us in singing carols. This will be 
followed by Christmas brunch in the Parlor. Please RSVP for 
lunch by contacting the church office. 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS  
Two books are available for purchase in the church office 
during business hours or on Sunday mornings. 

  
In 1741, John Wesley preached his 
famous sermon titled “The Almost 
Christian” in which he encouraged 
people to follow Christ wholeheartedly. 
We should not be satisfied with being 
almost Christian but rather strive 
towards being altogether a Christian. 
In Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan 
Advent Experience, author and pastor 
Magrey deVega leads a group of authors 
to explore how we 

can make the same commitment to Christ 
during Advent, connecting our Wesleyan 
heritage with the traditional Advent themes of 
Love, Hope, Joy, and Peace.  ($10) 

  

Advent: A Calendar of Devotions 2019 by 

Teer Hardy. Providing daily devotions for 

Christians preparing to celebrate Christ's 

birth. Beginning on the first Sunday of Advent 

and ending on Christmas Day, each day's 

devotional includes a suggested Scripture, a 

short devotion, and a closing prayer. ($1) 

mailto:Localjoes216@gmail.com
https://www.christmasintheheights.org/
ldahlstrom
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           If you have any news you’d like us to consider for publication, please send a note to chimes@cotsumc.org  

TWO GREAT WAYS TO ACT JUSTLY, LOVE MERCY, AND WALK HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD 
 

ALL-CHURCH CAROLING 
YOU can bring people JOY this Christmas season!  Join our all-ages 
group from Church of the Saviour to do some caroling for the 
residents of local retirement homes.  They TRULY love it.  We will 
gather in the church Parlor at 6 pm, form groups for each location, 
sing, and then return to the warm Parlor for hot chocolate, sweets, 
and good company.  Done at 8 pm.  Great singing voice not required, 
just a desire to brighten someone’s day.  It’s a great gift.  Contact Curt 

Campbell with questions. 

 

 

GIVING THE GIFT OF WARMTH 

Cleveland gets COLD.  Church of the 
Saviour is partnering with The Salvation 
Army East Cleveland to provide hats, 
mittens, gloves, and socks for those in 
the East Cleveland community.  Please 
place your donated items on the 
branches of the tree in the Great Hall 

from December 1 to 29. 

JOIN US FOR THE ADVENT FESTIVAL 
We hope you will add Saturday, December 7 to your family 
calendar and share this date with your friends and 
community members!  It will be a time to celebrate Advent 
with our friends and family from within COTS and beyond.  
 
Join us from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm for music, food, and fair 
trade and local artisan vendors, giving us an opportunity to 
purchase gifts with purpose!  

COOKIE WALK 
The annual Cookie Walk will again be part of the Advent 
Festival on Saturday, December 7. As in past years, all 
proceeds will support Fairfield Children’s Home in 
Zimbabwe. Your support is especially needed this year 
due to the country’s economic upheaval and the high rate 
of inflation.  
 
So, how can you help? Bake at least three dozen of your 
prettiest, tastiest cookies and bring them to the Parlor 
servery on Friday, December 6 or by 9:30 am on 
Saturday, December 7. Then be sure to visit the Parlor 
during the Advent Festival to choose from an amazing 
array of cookies for your family or for gifting. 

mailto:chimes@cotsumc.org
mailto:ccampbell@cotsumc.org
mailto:ccampbell@cotsumc.org


WEBSITE AND PODCASTING: COTSumc.org 
 
 

MINISTRY TEAM 
 
Andy Call, Lead Pastor 
 
Gregory Kendrick, Jr., Pastor of Connections 
 
Lois Annich, Pastor of Care Ministries 
 
David Gilson, Director of Music 
 
Robert Day, Organist 
 
Charles Cotton, Creative Director, 9:30 Worship Experience 
 
Jill Phillips, Worship Leader, 9:30 Worship Experience 
 
Graham Rosen, Production Team Leader 
 
Brian Smart, Associate Modern Worship Leader 
 
Curt Campbell, Director of Youth Ministries  
 
Laura Moseley, Director of Children’s Ministry  
 
Penny Neisen, Properties Manager 
 
Loretta Dahlstrom, Business Administrator  
 
Cris Hicks, Administrative Assistant 
 
Debbie Johnson, Administrative Assistant  
 
Pamela Turos, Newsletter Editor 
 
Leslie Myers, Wedding Coordinator 
 
Dr. Charles D. Yoost, Pastor Emeritus 
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CONDOLENCES 
Heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends of Henry Jones, who 
died October 29, 2019.  
   

CONGRATULATIONS 
Gary and Peggy Streiff are the proud grandparents of Benjamin 
Eugene LaBonte, who was born on Wednesday, October 30 to 
Dan and Gretchen (Streiff) LaBonte.  
 

Parker Robert Nash was born on October 7 to proud parents 
Zachary and Katelyn Nash. He weighed 6.8 lbs, 20.4” long.  
  
Congratulations to Frances Fisher, who received the Valiant Woman Award from Church Women United of Greater Cleveland. For 
more than 25 years, she has served on their Executive Board and is currently serving as Secretary of the Council, a position she has 
held since 1999. She was recognized for her hard work, commitment, and dedication to her church, community, and fellow laborer in 
Christ. Here at COTS, Frances serves on the UMW Board, Calvary Scholarship Committee, sings in Chancel Choir, and coordinates 
the USO cookie collection efforts each year.    
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
Rachel Hoskins lives in Cleveland Heights. She works as a copywriter at Marcus Thomas where she 
writes for Akron Children’s Hospital, Dexcom and others. She started her career as a journalist and 
graduated from Malone University. She looks forward to pursuing her faith as a member of Church of 
the Saviour. 
 

THANK YOU 
My Dear Church Family, 
I can’t thank you enough for the love, prayers, calls, cards and “support at the service,” that you gave our family during our loss of 
Henry. I wish that I could give each of you a big hug. Thanks again. 
 

God Bless, Clara Jones 
 

CLEVELAND OPERA THEATER 
COMES TO COTS 
December 14 at 7 pm, Sanctuary 
Amahl and the Night Visitors is the story of a boy, Amahl, who 
can walk only with a crutch. He lives with his mother in 
Bethlehem in the first century. They receive visitors, three kings 
from a far-away land on a journey to meet a newborn child, and 
what happens next... you'll have to be there to find out!  CIM 
Youth Choirs will be performing as the Shepherd's Chorus, 
which includes some of our COTS Youth. In the spirit of the 
holiday season, admission to this production is free with a 
donation to The City Mission. Follow this link for more 

information. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
DECEMBER 1:  Angel Tree gifts should be dropped off in room 

122. Pick up your pre-ordered Greens in the COTS Café. 

DECEMBER 1:  Charge Conference at 2:00 pm, Great Hall. 

DECEMBER 25, 26, & JANUARY 1: Church building will be 

closed for the holidays. 

http://cotsumc.org/
https://www.clevelandoperatheater.org/amahl

