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A Little Flute Christmas 
Tuesday, December 10, 10 a.m., Myers Chapel 

 
Cheryl Drake and Virginia Steiger will play Christmas music and lead us in singing carols. 

A Christmas Brunch prepared by the UMW Board will be served in the parlor following the program. 
 

 In keeping with the spirit of the season, you may bring an unwrapped gift for West Side 
Community House or OhioGuidestone or place a check in the basket for either of those organizations. 
(See page 6 of the UMW newsletter for gift suggestions.) 

If child care is needed, please reserve through the church office at 216-321-8880. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY, December 3, 10:00 a.m., Room 122 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 As we finish celebrating Thanksgiving and move into Advent, the pace of our 
lives picks up. Parties to attend, gifts to buy, cards to write, cookies to bake, and 
songs of the season to sing. We often lose the focus of what the season is all about. In 
this season of increased activities, it is important that we take time to reflect on the 
real meaning of this time of the year – the birth of Jesus. As 2 Corinthians 9:15 says 
“Thank God, then, for his indescribable generosity to you!” (J.B. Phillips New 
Testament) and from The Living Bible “Thank God for his Son – his gift too wonderful for 
words!” Have a blest Christmas. 
 As the hustle and bustle of the season comes to an end, we welcome in the New Year: The 
beginning of a new decade – 2020. Psalm 96 says: “Sing a new song to the Lord! Sing it 
everywhere around the world” (Living Bible).  We can begin the New Year remembering the old 
but making way for the new adventures as well as renewing our strength and vision through 
study, fellowship, and sharing the joy of knowing Christ. I look forward to seeing many of you at 
the UMW meetings in the coming year where we learn, fellowship, break bread, and work 
together. 
  Connie Crihfield, President 
 

Church of the Saviour 

United Methodist Women 

December 2019 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 I am happy to report that the gross Flea Market income for the fall was 
$9805.00. (This includes $10 that was paid in early November.) There is 
always additional money that arrives in the month or so after the Flea Market 
for a variety of reasons. And, of course, the gross income does not include 
various expenses incurred for running the flea market which so far amounts to 
$493. While the fall income was a few thousand dollars less than in recent falls, we can be 
heartened by the fact that the spring Flea Market will bring in additional funds that will be used 
to support local, national, and international missions. 
 On Tuesday, November 12, UMW heard from a missionary working in Paraguay (a little 
known South American country). We had a good turnout, despite the snowy, chilly weather. 
During the program time, a collection was taken for the national UMW’s World Thank Offering. 
A quotation from the national website tells more about this offering. “This channel of Mission 
Giving [of United Methodist Women] is an opportunity for individuals to respond to God’s 
abundance and grace with spontaneous gifts of gratitude. The funds collected are used in the total 
program of mission and advocacy in the United States and around the world.” Those attending 
the program on November 12 responded well to the appeal and $405 was collected for the cause. 
 UMW is always grateful for contributions from members through their pledge giving and for 
contributions from families for whom we have hosted memorial receptions. These are two 
important sources of funds needed to operate the organization. Even if you do not attend our 
circles or programs regularly, you are always welcome. I wish you a happy holiday season. 

  Arleen Twist, Treasurer 
 
JANUARY SPIRITUAL GROWTH STUDY BOOKS 
 On Tuesday, January 14th, the Rev. Paul White will lead our study on Spiritual Growth. We 
will be using the suggested UMW book: Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and 
Radical Discipleship by Janet Wolfe. You do not need to read or purchase the book to attend the 
study. For those who wish to purchase the book, please see the options below: 
 unitedmethodistwomen.org  
 Click on the shop, e-store, then educational resources. $10.00 plus tax and shipping 

 to order by phone: 1-800-305-9857. $10.00 plus tax and shipping 

 Amazon.com 
 KINDLE version $5.95 

 

DISTRICT NEWS 
 The District Leadership Training for local unit leaders and coordinators and for all those 
interested, will be on Saturday, January 4th from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. The training will take place 
at Church of the Saviour in Calvary Hall. Look for more details in the Beacon, the district 
newsletter. 
  Debbie Jones, District Representative 
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CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
Christmas Tea 
December 13, 2019, 12:00 p.m., Calvary Hall 
 
Bring items for Christmas for: 
Zelma George Shelter 
Head Start 
North Coast Behavioral Care Center 

  Frances Fisher, CWU Representative 
 

Valiant Woman Award presented to Frances Fisher by Church 
Women United in Greater Cleveland 
 Frances was born and raised in West Virginia, a member of the Hatfield Family. She 
graduated from Weston High School and attended Wesley College in Buckhanon, West Virginia. 
 She was an educator and taught school for 31 years in Ohio and 19 years at Fairfax School in 
Cleveland Heights. 
 She is a tireless worker, a role model and a wonderful friend at Church of the Saviour, where 
she is a faithful member. Her many activities include playing the piano for the Children’s Choir, 
Vacation Bible School, and for Adult Sunday School classes. She also serves on the Calvary 
College Scholarship Committee and is a faithful member of Chancel Choir and has played for 
the Blessing of the Animals. 
 Frances is very instrumental in the annual Flea Market event at the church and has worked 
tirelessly to make this a successful event each year which brings numerous blessings to the 
church and in the community. 
 Frances was instrumental in gathering items for the Church Women United Projects 
supported by the church. She has always made home-made cookies for the USO project each 
year. 
 Frances is a member of the Heights District of Church Women United in Greater Cleveland. 
She has worked for many years with this organization. She served as District Chairperson from 
1992-1996 and in 2001 received special recognition. She received the Local Award of Honor in 
2002. 
 For over 25 years, she has served on the Church Women United of Greater Cleveland 
Executive Board and is currently serving as secretary (the best) of the Council, a position she has 
held since 1999. 
 The members of the Church Women United in Greater Cleveland Council unanimously 
recognize Frances Fisher for this esteemed award. Frances is deserving of this nomination, but 
ultimately the honor and recognition for the hard work, commitment and dedication to her 
church, community and fellow laborers in Christ. 
 
November 1, 2019 
Constance Morrison, President 
Carole Kealy, Vice President 
Church Women United in Greater Cleveland 
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COOKIE WALK 
 It's Cookie Walk Time! We need bakers and buyers for the 19th 
annual Cookie Walk at the Advent Festival for which the proceeds benefit 
the staff at the Fairfield Children's Home in Old Mutare, Zimbabwe. 
COTS sent a VIM team there in 2001 and we have continued this 
relationship. Please bring your homemade cookies to the kitchenette in the 
Parlor on Friday, December 6th or before 9:30 a.m. on December 7th. A 
variety of home-made cookies make a perfect gift for those who no longer 
bake, neighbors, shut-ins, and co-workers. 
 

SOCIAL ACTION 
Mary Kilpatrick, “Racism to blame for deplorable mortality rates among African American 
infants, group says,” Plain Dealer Publishing Co., 11/07/2019. 
 First Year Cleveland has helped in three years to reduce the infant mortality rate in Cuyahoga 
County. However, the rate of infants dying within the first year of life in Cleveland is still high 
compared with rest of US. African American infants are four times more likely to die than white 
infants during their first year. 
 First Year Cleveland believes ingrained racism and the accompanying stressors are the root 
cause. Unrecognized biases in caring for African American mothers may affect access to care or 
lead to concerns being minimized. 
 First Year Cleveland has been working with agencies and hospitals to decrease bias and to 
improve attention to the issues, concerns and pain affecting African American mothers. 
 
Editorial: Tackling racial health care disparities is a matter of justice,” Plain Dealer Publishing 
Co., 11/13/2019, pE02. 
 This editorial affirms the need to correct racial biases and improve patient access in order to 
save the lives of infants and create a just system in Cuyahoga County. 
 
Evan MacDonald, “Domestic violence prevention focus of $29 M in federal grants,” Plain 
Dealer Publishing Co., 10/21/2019; pB01, B03. 
 Federal Grants to help prevent domestic violence will be provided by the Department of 
Justice. The grants will be used to: develop a specialized team for common pleas court, enlarge 
the Domestic Violence High Risk Team program, and dedicate a victim’s advocate and two 
detectives to each of the Cleveland police districts. 
 
Rachel Dissell, “Lead-poisoning prevention efforts move to neighborhood,” Plain Dealer 
Publishing Co., 10/20/2019, ppB01, B03 
 The Cleveland Citizens Action Committee has selected Glenville as the first area to receive 
help with lead poisoning prevention. Approximately 600 homes will have lead hazards decreased 
through use of 9 million dollars of the HUD grant. The Cleveland Citizens Action Committee 
has been working to obtain 40 million dollars in grants to help remediate more homes, train 
inspectors and promote lead safety education. 
 Educational events were scheduled October 20-27 as part of Cleveland Lead Prevention 
Week. Clevelanders are encouraged to be involved in the process. 
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Rachel Dissell, “Uniform rules for lead safety sought for child care centers,” Plain Dealer 
Publishing Co., 11/10/2019; ppA01 & A05. 
 The Lead Safe Cleveland Coalition is studying the standards for child care, day care centers 
and preschools. They plan to recommend a lead safe standard for the various types of agencies 
that care for children. The task is complicated by the varying rules for licensing each type of 
child care agency. 

 Becky Roberts, 
 Social Action & Education Interpreter 
 
 

CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 
EDNA RHODES CIRCLE 
 Edna Rhodes Circle will enjoy the Christmas Brunch and Musical 
Program on December 10th. There will be no meeting on December 24th. 
 
 
MARTHA CIRCLE 
Tuesday, December 3, 7 p.m. 
 On December 3rd, Martha members will meet in Calvary Hall at 7 p.m. 
to decorate cookies for the annual Cookie Walk at the Advent Festival on Saturday, Dec. 7th. 
 
Tuesday, December 17 
 Martha Circle will gather at the home of Carol Broadbent for our annual potluck and evening 
of fellowship. This year after dinner we will experience a gift exchange game. Each member 
should bring a wrapped tree ornament. Decorations can be handmade, from your stash, or new. 
 

 
  

PLEASE NOTE: 

The UMW Board is considering changing the way we distribute the UMW Newsletter to 
match what the church is doing with the Chimes. Currently all women of the church receive 
the UMW Newsletter each month either by US Mail or email. If you are currently receiving a 
paper copy in the mail, we ask that you notify the church office (216‐321‐8880) of your 
desire to continue to receive it that way by January 1, 2020. If you are currently receiving it 
by email, there would be no change. We are attempting to reduce the amount of paper that 
we are using and the overall cost of printing and postage so that we have additional funds for 
mission giving.  
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Only new items will be accepted. 
 

Thank you! 



7 
 

 

UMW Spiritual Growth Study: 

Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship 

Tuesday, January 14, 10 a.m., in the Parlor 

The study will be led by the Rev. Paul White. 

Please make a reservation for lunch ($5 at the door) and/or child care by calling the church office at 
216-321-8880. 

Church of the Saviour 

United Methodist Women 

January 2020 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY, January 7, 10:00 a.m., Room 122 
 

  

CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 

EDNA RHODES CIRCLE 

Tuesday, January 28, 12:30, Parlor 
 The January 28th meeting will have as a guest speaker Cris Hughes, an 
appointed AARP Lead Volunteer in Northeast Ohio. She relishes carrying on AARP’s founder, 
Dr. Ethel Percy Andrus, mission to aid in improving the lives of older adults. Dr. Andrus was an 
educator, and Cris’ mission is to educate the community with current pertinent information.  
 Cris will facilitate the conversation on “Social Isolation and Loneliness” among older adults. 
What it is, the difference between isolation and loneliness, the associated health problems, how 
to recognize the signs, and tips for avoiding this epidemic among older adults. 
 We are encouraging anyone interested to attend. We will meet in the parlor at 12:30 p.m. 
Please bring a brown bag lunch; dessert and beverage provided. Please RSVP to Geneva Willis, 
Deborah White or the church office so that we may set a place for you. 
 
MARTHA CIRCLE 

Tuesday, January 28, 7 p.m., Parlor 
 Martha will meet on January 28th in the parlor for our annual discussion of current topics 
related to UMW. 
 
 

Submission Deadline for February Newsletter is Wednesday, January 15. 
Please send submissions to Stefanie Hiles at shiles9098@aol.com. 


