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FROM THE LEAD PASTOR
We all love a good story.
Stories are all around us: books, movies, the
intersections of our lives. We are more moved and
influenced by stories than by arguments and
advice. No wonder Jesus spent so much of his time
teaching through parables, stories that pointed to
the way life is in the kingdom of God.
Many stories follow common patterns or arcs; patterns we easily
observe in children’s books or television dramas. One common pattern
is “the hero’s journey.” The main character is called out of an otherwise
ordinary life on a quest, encountering pitfalls and facing enemies
before finally achieving triumph. Along the way, the hero has a parallel
journey of self, facing their own demons and emerging more
enlightened and complete.

ASH WEDNESDAY
Ash Wednesday services will be held on Wednesday, February 26 at
noon in the Chapel and 7 pm in the Sanctuary. This worship
experience that marks the beginning of the Christian season of Lent is
a time to explore the fragility of life, the inevitability of death, and our
constant need of God's grace. We will receive ashes in the shape of a
cross on our foreheads or hands and celebrate Holy Communion.
Worship will include music in the style of Taizé.

We each have our own story, filled with ups and downs. While we may
not consider ourselves “heroes,” we all hope to conquer obstacles on
our journey. But I can’t help wondering about our willingness to see
that storyline develop in others.
With increasing frequency, the failures of public figures and institutions
are laid bare for everyone to see: Harvey Weinstein, Lori Loughlin, Bill
Cosby, Bill Hybels and Catholic leadership have all made headlines for
the wrong reasons. As a society, we are quick to condemn their
actions, and rightly so. But as people of faith, we must go further,
because condemnation is not the message of the Gospel.
As those who have been redeemed, we know that none of us deserves
the grace in which we stand. Do we have the capacity to believe in
reconciliation and restoration for fallen public figures? I don’t know
what that path looks like, but I pray that a message of redemption is a
witness we can offer to the world. Because that is a message our world
desperately needs.
-Rev. Andy Call

FEBRUARY SERMON SERIES
February 2

"Oaths" Matthew 5:33-37

February 9

"Retaliation" Matthew 5:38-42

February 16 "Love" Matthew 5:43-48

YOUTH SUNDAY
February 23
Come support our Junior and
Senior Youth, who will lead the
congregation in worship at all
three services.

February 23 "Forgiveness" Matthew 6:14-15; 7:1-5
YOUTH SUNDAY
Worship at 8:30 am in Myers Chapel, 9:30 am in the
Great Hall, and 11:00 am in the Sanctuary.

TAIZÉ WORSHIP
Join us in the Sanctuary on Wednesday, February 5 at 7 pm for a
candlelight worship service of prayer, meditation, and reflection.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
AT COTS

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
Hallelujah! At the end of November, our income statement was
showing a net loss of $42,757. By the close of business on Dec. 31,
our position flipped to a net income of $50,076.

Collinwood based, award winning photographer Stephen Bivens will
curate an installation based on themes that arise from Austin
Channing Brown’s book I’m Still Here. The show will be displayed in
the Parlor from February 15 – March 1.
Join us on Sunday, February 16 at 3 pm in the Great Hall to
experience worship in the tradition of the African American Church,
including the COTS Gospel Choir and groups from churches around
the greater Cleveland area.

How did this happen? Income for the month of December ($198,971)
was double our monthly average for the year. It was as if we got a
thirteenth month of income with no expense!
While going from a negative position
in November to positive is a good
thing; that is only part of the story.
Total income for 2019 was $68,131
below what was budgeted. Because
of the giving shortfall, expenses
were trimmed by $110,890, with
much of the savings being derived by postponing repairs and
maintenance.
Therefore, instead of letting the $50,076 in 2019 Net Income sit in
Retained Earnings, the Finance Committee has unanimously approved
using most of those funds to tackle the repairs and maintenance that
were postponed in 2019 during the first quarter of 2020.
Thank you for sharing your blessings!
“You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God.” 2 Corinthians 9:11 (NIV)

NEWLY-RENOVATED JR YOUTH ROOM
Thank you to the Board of Trustees, the Church of the Saviour
Foundation, the congregation, and especially Penny Neisen, for
making this possible.

Joe Hicks, Finance Chair
Localjoes216@gmail.com

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
BIG GAME WATCH PARTY & CHILI COOK-OFF
JOY AWAITS, JOY SHARED
How did you share the joy of Christ this holiday season?
68 heart-shaped responses were on display at the Reinberger and
Great Hall entrances, each naming how one person cared for
another. No two were the same and included everything from a child
writing "help" to an adult having an extended conversation with
someone who needed it. Every heart represents the impact and
influence God can have through us to lift up the people in our lives.
It's the light and love of Jesus shared in our world and community.

Sunday, February 2

Please bring non-perishable food items or a
contribution to our annual food drive for the
annual Souper Bowl of Caring. COTS Youth
and the Softball Team will be collecting
donations after all three services. 100% of all donations are split
evenly between the Cory Hunger Center and the Heights Emergency
Food Center. Help us "Tackle Hunger!”
Join us for the 12th Annual Big Game Watch
Party and Chili Cook-Off in the Great Hall
starting at 6 pm. Please bring a chili to
compete or a side dish/dessert to share. Join
your church family in an evening of fellowship, enjoy the game or the
commercials, and sample some spectacular chilis. Questions?
Contact Eric Lewis. Souper Bowl of Caring donations can also be
made at the Watch Party.

VALENTINE HEARTS FOR HAITI
It’s time for our 11th annual “Valentine
Hearts for Haiti” baking mission. All
sales will again support the Methodist
School in Dondon, Haiti. We will take
cookie orders at church between
services on Sunday, February 2 or
online. We will deliver the cookies and
have walk up sales available with a
limited quantity at our table on Sunday,
February 9 in the COTS Café. By
baking one cookie at a time, COTS has
raised over $20,000 for the students in
Dondon. Let’s help them some more!
- - Derek Yost

CELEBRATE WITH SENIOR CONNECTIONS
ON VALENTINE'S DAY
If you are a senior citizen (and we’ll let you define that
as you see fit) you are cordially invited to lunch at
Church of the Saviour at noon on Friday, February 14 in
the Great Hall. In a recent Group Life survey a number
of people mentioned a desire for more offerings for
seniors. We are responding to that request with the offer of good
food, fellowship, and reflections by Rev. Lois Annich. Come and
remember the one true love that inspires human love and holds us
through all of life’s passages—the love of God! Reservations are
required by February 10. Contact the church office at 216-321-8880
or click here. We look forward to seeing you there!

BREATHE RESPITE

Friday, February 21, 6 - 8:30 pm
Breathe Respite is an incredible ministry that is truly oriented to serve our community. We host children that have
special rights and their siblings for an evening of fun, rest and joy five times a year. Many families return for each
Breathe and it has become a part of their life and routine.
“We were referred to Breathe Respite almost 6 years ago. We are so glad we found Breathe. We are a family of 10
with several children who have either emotional and/or psychological issues and Breathe has given us a way to get a
break once in a while, so we can recharge and be better parents. Our children love coming to Breathe and ask to
come back to ‘Bunny (Buddy) Church’ [as it is called at our house] the minute they walk out the door at the end of the
event. Thank you for being there for families and parents like us who don’t have another way to find respite.
Thank you for continuing Breathe and giving us a much needed time out.” ~Mrs. K
Training is necessary for new volunteers to ensure they obtain the proper tools and skills to be successful in their time with families at Breathe
Respite. We’d be thrilled to have you as part of this ministry! To sign up, please contact Laura Moseley by February 10.
Laura Moseley
Director of Children’s Ministries
lmoseley@cotsumc.org, 614-395-8706

SERMON ON THE MOUNT
All are invited to join Pastor Amanda Moseng for a deeper study of the
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), the scripture passage for our
current sermon series. The study will meet on Wednesdays at 10 am
through February 26 in room 100. The only materials needed are your
Bible and a heart that seeks to know God’s word.

WOMEN’S RETREAT

Saturday, February 8, 9 am - 2 pm
All women of Church of the Saviour and the community are invited to a
Retreat on "What's Your Story? Seeing Your Life through God's
Eyes” by Sara Heath. The retreat is a day apart with other women to
explore your life journey and how you can seek God's active presence
through it. As we explore the fascinating life of Joseph from the book of
Genesis, we'll learn how we can each co-create a real page-turning
story of our own. The retreat will include both large and small group
discussion, Bible study, and journaling in creative ways. It will be a
great opportunity to meet other women and begin new friendships!
Christine Elliott will lead with participation by Rev. Lois Annich. Cost is
$15 per person, which includes the book, morning coffee, and
lunch. Register in the church office by February 5. Child care will be
provided. For information, contact Christine Elliott or Karen Murgiano.

LENTEN SMALL GROUP STUDY:
“LIFE OF THE BELOVED”
The selected small group study for Lent this year will
be “Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular
World” by Henri Nouwen. Nouwen wrote this spiritual
classic as a response to a friend who wished for an
explanation of the spiritual life without any of the
theology and technical language that often trip us up.
“Life of the Beloved” is a testimony of the power and invitation of Christ
to each of us and a reminder that we are beloved. Questions for
personal reflection or group study are found in the back of the book.
Copies of the book will be available in the Parlor on Sunday mornings
in February or in the church office for $5.
Pastor Amanda will be leading a 4-week study of “Life of the Beloved”
on Wednesday mornings at 10 am starting on March 4. The book is
required for the study.
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THANK YOU NOTES

BAPTISM
We celebrated the baptism of Parker Robert Nash, son of Zachary
and Katelyn Nash on January 12.

CONGRATULATIONS
Supriya and Stephen Draviam are “thrilled to announce the birth of
Jahan Bautista Draviam, our first grandson/grandchild, son of
Sameer and Katherine Draviam, born on January 10, 2020.”

CONDOLENCES
Alice Schueneman died on January 2, 2020. Alice was Head
Secretary at Church of the Saviour in Cleveland Heights for 34 years
(from late 1940s to early 1980s).
Our sympathy is extended to Dian Young, whose sister died on
January 14; and also to Jane Blackburn, whose mother died on
January 22.

CHURCH OF THE SAVIOUR
COLUMBARIUM
In times of stress or need
A place of quiet and serenity among friends
The columbarium at Church of the Saviour
provides a permanent loving location for the preservation of remains.
It is located on the Lee Road side of the building near the Chapel
exterior door. For inquiries, contact the church office.

Thank you to the many generous decorators of the Hat & Mitten Tree!
177 hats, 125 pairs of gloves and mittens, 32 scarves, 87 pairs of
socks, and 5 ear muffs were donated to the East Cleveland Branch of
the Salvation Army and to the Hannah Gibbons-Nottingham
Elementary School (part of the CMSD) through our landscaper, who
volunteers there. Many of the items were made at home with great
care. It is all a beautiful expression of how our congregation came
together to share the joy of Christ with our neighbors.
I am writing to express our deepest thanks on behalf of the thousands
of families, children, veterans, elderly, and individuals who greatly
benefit from your generous holiday donation. With your recent gift,
you’ve demonstrated your deep commitment to address hunger and
food insecurity and ensure that everyone has a brighter holiday
season.
—Hunger Network/Greater Cleveland
I have relocated to Portland, Oregon for my new job. Thank you all so
much for the love and care you have shown me these past two years.
You are the perfect example of 'love your neighbor as yourself'. If you
find yourself in Portland in the future, don't be a stranger!
—Dai Shen, COTS member
Thank you Church of the Saviour for your love, kindness, and prayers.
Without exaggeration, God has provided me with everything, and then
some I’ve ever wanted in a home.
—Tammy Bonner, ELC teacher

ALTAR FLOWERS
Altar floral arrangements are available for dedication every
Sunday. The cost is $75 per arrangement and the flowers are yours
to keep following the 11:00 am worship service. Please contact the
church office if you wish to dedicate an arrangement in 2020.

