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BECAUSE OF COVID-19, ALL MEETINGS ARE SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE. PLEASE CHECK WITH THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR 

VERIFICATION OF MEETINGS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY, April 7, 10 a.m., Room 122 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 As I sit and ponder what to write about this month, there are many thoughts going through my mind. 
We are in the season of Lent; spring is at our doorstep with Palm Sunday and Easter not far behind, and 
a pandemic situation is going on in the USA and the world. 
 We are all asked to change the way we do things for the near future. This will give us opportunities 
to think outside of the box on how to practice our Christian values. This is the time when we can 
practice patience in the lines at the grocery store, and be understanding when we are told to stay home or 
limit contact with other people. There are a number of ways that we can practice what Jesus taught us in 
the Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12), do unto others as you would have them do unto you. Make a phone 
call to someone you haven’t talked to in a while, check on an elderly neighbor, or pick up groceries for 
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UMW General Meeting - CANCELED 
Tuesday, April 14, 10 a.m., in the Parlor 

 

 The UMW invites you to join us on April 14th at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor for our 
general meeting and program, followed by a light lunch. Our presenter is Elder Tenisha 
Grant-Watson, a strong woman of faith who feels that her life is a testament of the power 
of God that calls us to experience His divine love. She is the founder and director of 
Jordan Community Resource Center in Cleveland Heights. The Center offers supportive 
programs and services for women in crisis. 

We look forward to seeing you and hope you will remain for lunch. 
A contribution of $5.00 is accepted. 

We will collection the Prayer and Self-Denial Offering 

To reserve childcare, please contact the church office at 216-321-8880. 
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someone in need. For those who are in a situation where they are unable to receive visitors, make a 
phone call to them or write a card or note. As always, we can pray for those who are sick, our medical 
professionals who are on the front lines of the pandemic, and those who continue to work to help meet 
our basic needs and keep us safe. 

  Connie Crihfield, President 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 As all of us cope with the limitations that COVID-19 has placed on our society and 
activities, we should tell you that the finances of COTS UMW may be affected also. 
In January, we paid our annual pledges to groups that we have supported for many years: 
OhioGuidestone, Flat Rock Homes (in north-central Ohio), Zelma George Center, and 
COTS’s services to women, children, and youth of the church. UMW’s operating balance at the end of 
January was $2,150. 
 Because of the restrictions placed on our society due to the COVID-19 virus, COTS UMW may 
need to move its spring Flea Market to a later date. This change will impact the amount that we can give 
to mission groups at the end of our fiscal year in June. We hope to announce a new Flea Market date 
soon (it may actually be elsewhere in this newsletter), because giving to groups that benefit women and 
children is one of our primary missions. 
 Meanwhile, your pledge and gift to “A Call to Prayer and Self Denial” will benefit women around 
the world through the national UMW. Gifts for that cause will be collected at our April General 
Meeting. 
  Arleen Twist, Treasurer 
 

CONFERENCE NEWS 

 Each year, United Methodist Women members prepare for faithful living and action by studying 
mission studies. Three mission studies are offered each year - a geographical, topical, and spiritual 
growth study. These studies motivate, inform, and enrich our commitment to global ministry.  
 Mission U will be held July 24-26, 2020 at Mount Union University in Alliance, OH. There is a one-
day sampler offered on Friday which is an overview of each of the three areas of study. For more in-
depth study, you will want to attend the three-day session. Also offered this year on Friday afternoon is 
an UBUNTU Day of Service. 
 The Spiritual Growth study: Finding Peace in an Anxious World  by the Staff of Urban Church. 
 The Issues study: Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in America by Monique Morris. 
 The Special study: Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission by Ellen Blue. 
 All of these publications can be ordered online at unitedmethodistwomen.org. Go to e-store and 
place order and provide payment. Or you may call 1-800-305-9857 to order. 
 Attached is the registration form for adults. Please send in your own registration and payment. There 
are also forms for youth and children. Also, a limited number of scholarship monies are available to first 
time attendees. An application is available. For any of the above forms, please contact Debbie Jones. 

  Debbie Jones, District Representative 
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UMW HANDS ON MISSION WORK DAY 
HERE’S WHAT HAPPENED ON 

Tuesday, March 10th 
 39 Women Participated 
We learned how to create bags, blankets and fabric feminine hygiene sets: 
 41 Baby Blankets 
 5 Knitted Infant Sweaters 
 36 Book Bags (some still need handles) 
 32 Birthing Kits 
Are on their way to the UMC Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Illinois. 
 6 Kits for Days for Girls 
 10 Boomerang Bags 
Easter Eggs, two bins of eggs were filled for the COTS Scavenger Hunt. 
 
 
 
 

NEHEMIAH MISSION 
 
 The Nehemiah Mission sponsored by the UMC on 65th Street and Bridge in Cleveland is celebrating 
fifteen years in mission. Shirley Moore and Kevin Schaner attended the Fund Raiser “For the Next 
Fifteen Years.” Nehemiah traditionally hosts youth teams to work in this neighborhood and they have 
shifted towards programming that builds relationships with the African refugees that live close to the 
mission. We were very inspired by staff member Becky Trout’s observations about creating a family 
with one hundred youth and children that meet for Bible study, art, sewing classes and “just being a kid” 
activities. They are currently the largest Youth Group in the East Ohio Conference. We listened to 
seven-year old Happiness explain how Nehemiah Mission is her home. There are opportunities to 
support and volunteer at Nehemiah to continue with the success of their efforts to support women, 
youth, and children. Rev. Jim Szakacs, jfs5487@gmail.com or 216.961.6968 
 

FLEA MARKET 
 Because of COVID-19, the dates for the Spring Flea Market are still to be 
determined. However, please continue to collect your donations of household items, 
clothing, furniture, books, and toys. Remember that in addition to donating items, a 
donation of your time is also needed. Many hands are needed to sort and price items 
Monday through Thursday. On Friday and Saturday, we need cashiers, lunch servers, 
greeters, monitors and a clean-up crew. When the dates become available, please 
volunteer to help by signing up on SignUp Genius. 

  Mary Freer, Ways and Means 
 

SOCIAL ACTION 
Brie Zeltner, “Ohio infant mortality rate continues to decline - for white babies. The rate of black infant 
deaths remains 2 ½ to 3 times higher.” Plain Dealer, February 26, 2020, A01 & A07. 
 The Ohio infant mortality rate declined in 2018. In 2017, 982 Ohio infants died before reaching a 
year of age. In 2018, 938 infants died before a year old. The mortality rate for black infants continued to 
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be high (13.9) but was less than in 2017 (15.6). Cuyahoga County had the second highest infant 
mortality in Ohio in 2018. 
 In Ohio, most of the infants that died were born early with low birth weights, followed by injuries, 
and Sudden Infant Death Syndrome. One hundred and forty deaths were related to sleep in 2018. Almost 
80% of those happened in an unsafe infant environment for sleep. 
 Some promising signs: premature births among black mothers were less in 2018 than in 2017, less 
women smoked in 2018 than in 2017, and more received prenatal care early in the pregnancy. 

  Becky Roberts, 
  Social Action & Education Interpreter 
 

CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 
EDNA RHODES CIRCLE 
 To be determined. 
 
MARTHA CIRCLE 
 To be determined. 
 

SPRING HOUSECLEANING 
I took the broom of charity and swept all hate away, 
Along with fear and prejudice, which gather day by day. 
Repentance found, I scoured clean the stains which anger made 
And on the whetstone, honor, I sharpened Justice’s blade. 
 

I planted pots of wisdom and understanding, too, 
I watered them with patience – it’s amazing how they grew. 
I shopped with logic and I found a brand-new point of view. 
Which shuts out all the ugliness, but lets the truth shine through. 
I sorted out time-worn beliefs, discarded one or two. 
But found some old discarded dreams and recovered quite a few. 
I sprayed the air with tolerance and that’s when peace came in – 
They are always together; I guess they must be kin. 
 

And when my house was shining clean – as it has never been – 
The door of friendship I flung wide and Happiness walked in! 
 by Frances M. Pelletier 
 
 
 

Submission Deadline for May UMW Newsletter is Wednesday, April 15. 
Please send submissions to Stefanie Hiles at shiles9098@aol.com. 
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ADULT REGISTRATION 2020 
Mission u – University of Mount Union 

Friday, July 24 – Sunday, July 26 
 

Please register online at www.missionu2020.eventbrite.com or U.S. Mail 
(Use ONE form for every person attending – copy as needed) 

 
Mark which event you will be attending:       Received by 6/8/2020           Received by 6/9/20 or 
later 
 
 Mission u Sampler (1 Day Event) $75.00 $95.00  

 Mission u 3 Day Event, Double Room $170.00 $190.00  

(Persons who require a double room and no roommate must pay double) 
 Mission u 3 Day Event, Single Room $250.00 $270.00  

 Mission u 3 Day Event, Commuter $75.00 $95.00  

Cancellations received before 7/19/20 will have a $25.00 service fee. 

NO REFUNDS AFTER JULY 19th 

Name: District:  

Address: Church:  

City: State Zip  

Phone: Cell:   

Email: Roommate:   

Check if first time attendee _____ Check if scholarship recipient ____ Code   

Check if age 19 to 30 ____ 

The Sampler is an overview of all 3 studies. In the three-day event, all attendees will take the Spiritual 
Growth study: “Finding Peace in an Anxious World” plus one choice of the other two areas of study. 
Please indicate your first choice of the other two studies. 

___ Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools or 

___ Women United for Change 150 years in Mission 

Please not any special needs (dietary/physical) 

    
 

Amount ENCLOSED: ____________ (All checks will be cashed as received.) Make checks to 
EOCUMW. 

Mail completed form to Registrar Judy Kidder, 352 Kinsey Ave., East Liverpool, OH 43920-1349. 
Phone: 330-385-8896; email: jkk615@att.net 

 


