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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 Summer flowers are beginning to lose some of their vibrant color and some of the foliage on 
bushes and trees are beginning to change color, the evenings are getting cooler, making for good 
sleeping weather. September brings the beginning of the fall blooms of mums and asters, the 
advertisements for ordering and planting your spring tulip, crocus and daffodil bulbs. Pretty soon 
we will see the trees begin to change to their vibrant colors of reds, oranges and yellows before 
they fall to the ground during October. Summer becomes a memory and the new season will 
bring new experiences and memories. 
 I fondly remember going to my grandparents’ home in central Illinois in the fall to 
pick apples from the big tree in the back yard which we had climbed in the summer, help 
my grandmother make grape juice and jelly from the grape arbor right outside the back 
door, rake leaves to jump in and then burn them. I loved the smell of burning leaves. 
Some of my family were and still are farmers, so we would go out to the farm and watch 
them harvest the corn and soybeans, take them to the grain elevator where the trucks 
would come to get loaded for the trip over to the barges on the Illinois River. 
 Back home outside of Chicago we would prepare for what we would wear for Halloween. 
Costumes were made from items we had in the house or my mother would sew something for us. 
Ghosts and hobos were frequent costumes. It was always fun to go trick-or-treating and we 
would go out on beggar’s night and Halloween night as well if the weather was good.  We 
frequently would go with a group of kids from the neighborhood and talk about where the best 
candy could be obtained. As I entered high school, October meant Friday night football games, 
marching band at the games and dances afterwards. Some of those games were played in rain 
and snow as we shivered in our wool band uniforms sitting in the bleachers.  
 All memories I cherish. As we head into October, let us each think back to some of those 
memories and share them with each other either by sending a written note in the mail, an e-mail 
or a phone call. Let us be in touch with our feelings, thoughts, memories and not keep them to 
ourselves as Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 reminds us, there is a time for all things. Now it is time to share 
what we have with others so please do. 

  Connie Crihfield 
UMW President 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 It’s been another quiet month for UMW and probably for most of you as well. 
Several people made their pledge donations in August, for a total deposit of $245. 
 There were no expenses. As of August 31, our bank account stands at 
$1792.79. Accounting for our $300 reserve for Assembly (the national UMW 
meeting to be held in 2022), our operating balance is now $1492.79. 
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 Pledge donations are always welcome, of course. You may send them (clearly marked) to the 
church office. Please make out your pledge checks to UMW. And, by the way, cash/check 
donations made to UMW may be included with your other charitable donations if you itemize 
your taxes. The larger UMW, of which our unit is a part, has a 501(c)(3) non-profit designation. 
 You have until October 15 to donate toward the purchase of school supplies for teachers who 
have some association with Church of the Saviour. Please make out your check for school 
supplies to Church of the Saviour and send it to the church. Your school-supply donation will 
appear on your year-end statement from the church. As of September 11, $290 had been donated 
for school supplies. 
 I hope that all of you enjoy the beautiful fall weather that is typical of the Cleveland area. 

  Arleen Twist 
Treasurer 

 
DISTRICT NEWS 

 The North Coast District UMW Fall District meeting was held Saturday, 
September 19 via ZOOM. 70 participants were registered. Our local unit had 
four in attendance: Connie Crihfield, Becky Roberts, Anne Billington and 
Debbie Jones. The guest speaker for the morning was Dr. Arthur R. James, 
MD, FACOG. He is currently involved with First Year Cleveland and his topic 
was Maternal Health and Child Welfare in Ohio with the focus on Infant 
Death and Racial Disparities. This topic is a focus of UMW as well. If you wish to hear his talk 
and view his PowerPoint presentation, it can be found on YouTube. 

Officers for the 2021-22 year were installed: 
North Coast District United Methodist Women Officers 2021- 2022 
 President:  Marcia Adamczyk, Columbia UMC 
 Vice President:  Barbara Murphy, Cory UMC 
 Secretary:  Dana Williams, Aldersgate UMC 
 Treasurer:  Becky Riddlebaugh. North Olmsted UMC 
 Membership:  LaDonna Omobude, Cory UMC 
 Social Action:  Claire Smith-Jencson, Ridgewood UMC 
 Education & Interpretation:  TBD 
 Program Resources:  Debbie Jones, Church of the Saviour UMC 
 Spiritual Growth:  Ada Norwood, Cory UMC 
 Beacon Newsletter Editor:  Diane McGregor, Bay UMC 
 Nominations Chair:  Vivian Harris, University Circle UMC 
 Nominations Committee:   
  Linda Hudson, St. Paul UMC 
  Gloria Allen-Levert, Celebration UMC 
  Reba Denmark, St. Paul UMC 
  Anne Billington, Church of the Saviour UMC 
  Barbara Boyd, St Matthew UMC 
  Willie Mae Ewings-Travis, Aldersgate UMC 
 The Annual Celebration will be a single morning event this year. It will be held Saturday, 
October 24, 2020 from 9 a.m.-12 noon via ZOOM. Details will be shared when available. Officer 
training for local officers and those new to the district team will be January 9, 2021. 

  Debbie Jones 
District Representative 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
 This year more than ever it is important that everyone 6 months and older get a flu shot. This 
year all the vaccines have four strains of the virus: two A strains and two B strains. All the major 
pharmacy chains have vaccines available. Check with your health care provider if you have 
questions. 
 Please continue to wear your mask, keep physical distance from others, and wash your hands 
frequently or use hand sanitizer. If you are going to be with small groups of people, consider 
meeting outside. 
 
 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
 Usually during the month of August, the women of UMW do a church-wide 
collection of school supplies for our teachers who teach in our inner-city schools. 
With safety in mind, instead of asking for donations of actual school supplies, we 
are asking for small monetary donations so that when schools do reopen the 
teachers that we support can buy the supplies that they need. 
 Please make checks payable to Church of the Saviour and on the memo line, 
write “UMW School Supplies.”  Donations will be accepted until October 15, 2020. 
 The Women of UMW, our school teachers and their students thank you for your 
contributions. 
 
 

GLOBAL MISSIONS - SHELTERING IN LOVE CAMPAIGN 
 While we are all sheltering in place, we can celebrate that UMC Global Missions continues 
to serve the needs of the outside world. This impact includes 230 grants totaling $ 2,329,785 for 
care and compassion in the fight against COVID. 
 As individuals, you can support this COVID effort by giving to The Advance #999895 - 
UMCOR Where Most Needed 
 In the past, the COTS UMW has raised funds with two Flea Markets annually to generously 
support missions locally, nationally, and globally. During this time of COVID, each of us may 
need to consider how to continue to support the missions to which we have been connected in the 
past.  
 As individuals, you can continue to support Global Missions and UMCOR. Remember that 
100% of your donation reaches your chosen mission project or ministry. (Google - Global 
Missions UMC) 

  Kevin Louise Schaner 
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SOCIAL ACTION 
Eric Foster, “Commentary – What will it take to acquire racial justice?” Plain Dealer, 
September 2, 2020, C07. 
 In this commentary, Eric Foster details the statistics that define the experience of being Black 
in the USA. Some examples are: the Black mother giving birth is 2.5 times more likely to die 
than a white mother, the infant is twice as likely to die during the first year than a white infant. A 
Black male is more likely to be unemployed, or earn less than white males with similar jobs. 
Less families own homes than white families. Drivers are more likely to be pulled over if Black. 
A majority of Black adults have been treated with suspicion during their life.  
 Eric Foster encouraged Americans to denounce the racism in our country as demonstrated in 
these statistics. 
 
Christopher Rugaber and Leah Willingham, “The Covid-19 Outbreak – The Economy – The 
poorest fall through the cracks,” Plain Dealer, September 6, 2020, A04. 
 Persons who have been receiving less than $100 a week in unemployment benefits (many are 
poor) do not qualify for the additional $300 per week approved by the Trump Administration. 44 
states have received initial approval to provide three weeks of the additional benefits. Only seven 
states have started paying the benefit. Persons applying for the benefit also have to show that job 
loss is due to Covid-19. Currently about 29 million persons are getting some form of 
unemployment aid. 
 
Alexis Oatman, “Making Cleveland a happier, more productive city – Kindland,” Plain 
Dealer, September 7, 2020, A01, A06. 
 On September 10, the Values in Action Foundation started the Kindland campaign. The goal 
is to celebrate acts of kindness, caring and goodness with the hope of achieving one million acts 
of kindness reported by the end of 2021. It will be promoted on TV and online. Companies and 
their employees are encouraged to participate. 
 

  Becky Roberts 
  Social Action & Education Interpreter 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Submission Deadline for November UMW Newsletter is Monday, October 15. 
Please send submissions to Stefanie Hiles at shiles9098@aol.com. 

 


