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THIS LIFE 
 This life, therefore, 
 is not righteousness, 
 but growth in righteousness, 
 not health but healing, 
 not being but becoming, 
 not rest but exercise. 
 We are not yet what we shall be 
 but are growing toward it, 
 the process is not finished 
 but it is going on, 
 this is not the end 
 but it is the road. 
 All does not yet gleam in glory 
 but all is being purified. 
   Martin Luther 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 Spring means the beginning of the weather getting warmer, the bulbs that were planted last 
fall are up and blooming, and the birds are singing again. I just put out my hummingbird feeder 
in the hopes of attracting them back to my porch. When I think of flowers and birds, I think of 
St. Francis of Assisi and how he is pictured with birds in his hand and was always a friend of the 
animals. 
 One story that I read tells of how St. Francis came upon a large group of birds and they didn’t 
fly away. He said to them “My winged brothers, you must praise your Creator much, and love 
him always, because he has given you plumage to clothe you and feathers to fly. God has made 
you noble amongst the other creatures, and lets you dwell in the clearness of the air. You neither 
sow nor reap, yet he protects you and governs you without any concern on your part.” (Spring 
2021 Hummel Magazine, p. 33.) After hearing these words, the birds rejoiced in their own way 
by stretching their necks, spreading their wings and looking at him with open beaks. 
 While St. Francis didn’t write the prayer, it embodies his values of pausing for reflection, 
considering the needs and hurts of others and asking for the grace to be more like Jesus. So let us 
take time to look at the flowers and listen to the songs of nature as we try to be the best that each 
of us can. 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is despair, hope; 
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where this is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen 

 I hope that during the uncertainties of Covid, this will give you the comfort that it has 
provided me. 
  Connie Crihfield, President  
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 Welcome again to information about COTS UMW’s treasury. Due to the pandemic, 
UMW in-person meetings and fundraisers remain inactive. However, I can report that 
people continue to contribute to the annual pledge drive ($125 in March), thus allowing 
our treasury to retain its positive balance. Expenses for March were quite small, but we 
still are reserving some funds to reimburse our President if she wishes to attend the UMW 
quadrennial convention in May of 2022. After setting aside convention funds, our operating 
balance as of March 31 was $3,613.23. 
 We received a total of $420 for the Prayer and Self Denial offering. The check written to the 
District UMW has not cleared as of this writing (April 15), so when it does clear that amount 
will impact our end-of-April balance. Nevertheless, COTS UMW remains in a fairly good 
financial state. We just won't be able to give our usual generous charitable gifts this year. 
 I hope that all is well with our members and readers -- and hasn't the Spring been beautiful!! 

  Arleen Twist, Treasurer 
 

FROM THE PROGRAM BOOK – FOR MAY 
Theme:  Bold Steps in Defiance of Injustice 
 
Objective:  To learn how a multitude of women acted to provide for the thriving of children and 
to understand how our actions today can provide for the thriving of mothers and children through 
advocacy for access to health care and paid family leave. 

A Multitude of Women: 
 Text from:  Exodus 1:15-22, 2:5-10. The story of baby Moses, found in a basket in the 
bulrushes, is a Sunday School lesson told for children. But read as an adult, you soon realize that 
there are several women who play critical roles in this story. God works through the saving 
actions of ordinary women who are determined to act on their compassion. 
 Pharaoh, wanting to control the population of the Hebrews, ordered the Hebrew midwives to 
kill newborn boys, but the midwives found a way to avoid his command. The mother of Moses 
subverts Pharaoh’s intent by placing Moses in a basket and putting it in the Nile. The baby’s 
sister is sent to watch him. Already several women have been involved in saving Moses: the 
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midwives, Moses’s mother, his sister, and the unnamed maid who rescued Moses for Pharaoh’s 
daughter. 

Acting against oppression and injustice: 
 Pharaoh’s daughter does not repeat his rage but responds with compassion. She knowingly 
becomes his protector, shielding him from the violence of the king. She acts in defiance of 
oppression and injustice. Other unnamed women within the princess’ circle must have been 
involved in helping to raise Moses as well. A multitude of women, all providing for Moses, acted 
against a system of violence and oppression. 

Continuing to act together: 
 The UMW has been working to raise awareness of maternal and child mortality 
over the past quadrennium. In spite of the strides we have made in education, 
awareness and advocacy, maternal and child health continue to be areas that need 
our attention. A key aspect for healthy mothers and children is support for the 
establishment of the Paid Family and Medical Leave Act in the United States. 

How we can Knit Together for this project: 
 There are only two stitches in knitting. Knit and Purl are the basis of ALL knitting, no matter 
the material or pattern used. Likewise, women united for mission have two basic moves:  1) 
Gathering in for worship and prayer and 2) Going out for advocacy and action. How might God 
be calling you to be courageous in the face of oppression? Or what bold steps can you do in 
defiance of rage and violence? How is God calling you to keep watch over those who are 
vulnerable? 

 

DISTRICT AND CONFERENCE 
 The 2021 Mission u will be offered virtually during the period July 12-24, 2021. Specific 
dates and details for each 2-day study are still being arranged. The study topics are: 
 Finding Peace in an Anxious World: The 2021 Spiritual Growth Study by staff of the 
Urban Village Church uses the book of Proverbs and “The Serenity Prayer” as a guide to help 
Christians find their way through anxiety, worry, and fear and move towards God’s peace that 
surpasses all understanding. 
 Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools: Despite increased attention to the 
mass and over-incarceration of black men, the plight of criminalized black women and girls is 
overlooked, underreported and under analyzed. Monique W. Morris' Pushout shows how even 
with obstacles, stigmas, stereotypes and despair, black girls still find ways to breathe remarkable 
dignity into their lives in classrooms, juvenile facilities and beyond, and challenges the rest of us 
to do the same.  
 Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living into the Church’s Moral Witness Through 
Radical Discipleship: What is the responsibility of the church to follow Christ’s example in 
word and deed? While these times might feel particularly turbulent, society has always 
confronted the church with challenging issues where it has had to discern how God was calling. 
 The above books are available on the UMW website and on Amazon. The Pushout book can 
also be found at the Cleveland Public Library in various formats. 
 
 A note from the National Office: For 2021-2022 reading program participants: 

1. Participants may choose books from the 2015-2022 reading lists 
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2. Two Faith Talks can be counted as a book in the Spiritual Growth category,  
 Three Faith Talks will count as a Bonus Book in Spiritual Growth category 
3. Mission u books also count as Bonus Books 
4. These movies and documentaries also count toward the Reading program:    
 Just Mercy, The Hate U Give, Pushout. 

  Debbie Jones, District Representative 
 

SOCIAL ACTION 
Augie Napoli: “Commentary from the Community: We are ready for a ‘Lead Safe Cleveland.’” 
Plain Dealer March 31, 2021, pp C5, C8. 

 The Lead Safe Certification law went into effect on March 31, 2021. Over a two-year period, 
all rental units will need to be certified. The Lead Safe Cleveland Coalition has a new Lead Safe 
Resource Center (4600 Euclid Avenue) which provides help for landlords, educates residents, 
and trains lead-safe workers. Assistance for landlords to meet certification requirements is 
provided by the Lead Safe Home Fund.  
 
Laura Hancock: “Ohio Bail Reform: High court OK’s rule changes expanding bail reform.” 
Plain Dealer March 31, 2021, p A1.  

 As of July 1, all counties in Ohio are to have a bail system that is uniform throughout each 
county. First choice will be release with no posted bail. The goal is to ensure persons will show 
up in court, and decrease persons sitting in jail because of bail costs. Counties that have more 
than one court and cannot agree on a bail system will have to use the Ohio Supreme Court bail 
system model. 

  Becky Roberts,  
  Social Action & Education Interpreter 
 

UMW SPECIAL MISSION PIN RECIPIENTS 2021 
Rev. Andy Call 
 He is being honored for his tireless efforts in shepherding our congregation 
through the pandemic. While that work is not yet done, we are all grateful that 
through his leadership we have remained safe and have had our spiritual needs 
filled in any number of ways. Equally important, UMW honors him for his work 
with social justice awareness within our congregation. These social issues are at 
the very heart of our UMW mission. 
 
Mary Ann Hile 
 She is being honored for her many years of support for UMW and its mission. She has served 
on the UMW Board in several positions and is currently membership coordinator. She is 
responsible for the development of our trifold brochure that details our mission, our activities 
and the diversity of our unit. These brochures, along with a handwritten invitation, are sent to 
women who are new members of the church. She also is a Martha Circle member, and a valued 
participant in UMW projects and programs. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
 UMW gives heartfelt congratulations to Kevin Schaner, author of Dinner by Candlelight – 
Comfort and Joy for Advent. The book is now part of the UMW Reading List for Spiritual 
Growth. To access the catalog online, Google: Reading Program Catalog 2021 - United 
Methodist Women. Kevin’s book is listed on page 20. 
 

MARTHA CIRCLE 
All About Trees 
 Martha Circle members and friends will observe Earth Day and support UMW's Climate 
Justice initiative at the April meeting on Wednesday, April 28th at 7:00 p.m. via ZOOM.
 Discussion will focus on the loss of our tree canopy in Cuyahoga County and an action plan 
to replace trees in our neighborhoods. Also, time to share poems and experiences about trees. 
 Contact: schanerkevin@gmail.com 
 

BEAUTY SECRETS 
For attractive lips, speak words of kindness. 
For lovely eyes, seek out the good in people. 
For a slim figure, share your food with the hungry. 
For beautiful hair, let a child run his fingers through it once a day. 
For poise, walk with the knowledge you never walk alone. 
We leave you a tradition of the future.  
The tender loving care of human beings will never become obsolete. 
People, even more than things have to be restored, renewed, and redeemed. 
Never throw anyone away. 
Remember, if you ever need a helping hand, 
 you will find one at the end of your arm. 
As you grow older, you’ll discover that you have two hands: 
 one for helping yourself, 
 and the second for helping others. 
You have great days still ahead of you. 
May there be many of them. 
   Shared by Mary Kilgore 

 
 

Submission Deadline for June UMW Newsletter is Saturday, May 15. 
Please send submissions to Stefanie Hiles at shiles9098@aol.com. 

 
 
 

 


