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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

SANCTUARY 11:00 a.m. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OPENING TO GOD 
 

 PRELUDE   
  

 WELCOME The Rev. Cindy Patterson 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  Joseph Walker 
 

One: Each day is a gift from God. 

Many: Each moment is an opportunity to offer ourselves to the world. 

One: Each day is a reminder of God's love for us. 

Many: Each moment is an occasion to celebrate God's grace. 

One: Each day is a chance to grow closer to God. 

Many: Each moment is an invitation to experience God's presence in our lives  

 and share our faith with others. 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE #569 We've a Story to Tell to the Nations MESSAGE 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Patterson 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
  

  

 God, we like it here. 

 We like a lot of things about our church,  

     and we are glad to be a part of it. 

 We want our church to grow, to make disciples, 

     to pursue God's hope for every life. 

 But we confess that we often hope  

     someone else will do those things for us. 

 Surely, reaching new people isn't everyone's gift. 

 We don't want to be pushy. 

 We don't want to be confrontational. 

 Or could it be that we would rather receive than give? 
 

 Remind us, O God, that your grace is too great a gift  

     to keep it to ourselves. 

 Reframe our thinking to be invitational, not confrontational. 

 Help us be disciples who simply say, "Come and see." Amen. 
 

 (Silence is kept.) 
 



 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  Rev. Patterson 
 

One: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God.  
 

 THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM  The Rev. Dr. Charles D. Yoost 
 

Today we celebrate the baptism of Leilani Lynn Oliver and welcome her to the Christian 

family. Leilani is the daughter of Christina Lynn Holland Oliver and James Oliver III, 

and the granddaughter of Lynda Holland. 
 

One: Do you, as Christ’s body, the Church,  

 reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commitment to Christ? 

Many: We do. 

One: Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life, 

 and include Leilani in your care? 

Many: We will. 

One: Members of the household of God,  

 I commend Leilani to your love and care.  

 Do all in your power to increase her faith,  

 confirm her hope and perfect her in love. 

Many: With God's help we will proclaim the good news  

 and live according to the example of Christ.  

 We will surround Leilani with a community of love and forgiveness,  

 that she may grow in her trust of God,  

 and be found faithful in service to others.  

 We will pray for her, that she may be a faithful disciple  

 who walks in the way that leads to life. 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 THE SCRIPTURE LESSON John 1:35-50 Mr. Walker 
 

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

Many: Thanks be to God.  
 

 THE MESSAGE Invite: Expect Greater Things! Rev. Dr. Yoost 
 

OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP 

 

 HYMN OF REFLECTION #398 Jesus Calls Us GALILEE 



 SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS The Rev. Cindy Patterson 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER #895  
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

        thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

        as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
 

 GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
 

 OFFERTORY Simple Gifts arr. Ryan Murphy 
  Chancel Choir  

 

* DOXOLOGY #95 & PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

* HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP #156 I Love to Tell the Story HANKEY 

 

* BENEDICTION Rev. Dr. Yoost 
 

* POSTLUDE   
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 * The people may stand.  
 

Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist 
 

 

The flowers on the altar are dedicated in honor and in memory of  

Timothy and Mark Wagner, a gift of Martha Wagner. 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome — We’re Glad You’re Here! 

At Church of the Saviour, we are a community where people of all ages and abilities can 
grow in relationship with God. We know children engage in worship in many different 
ways, and we delight in their voices, movement, and energy! Families are encouraged to 
participate in whatever way feels right. Coloring materials are available outside the 
Sanctuary, and the church library offers a quiet space if your child needs a break. Nursery 
care is available downstairs from 9:30 am–12:00 pm. 
 

We’re also excited to announce the launch of our new program year for COTS children 
and youth! Children in PreK-4 through 5th grade are invited to our new Godly Play 



program which starts at 9:50am, followed by Children’s Music at 11am and “Time with 
Jim & Jim” for 3rd-5th graders at 11:30. All of our Sunday Groups for middle and high 
schoolers begin at 11am. Please check in at the desk outside the Sanctuary for room 
locations and more information.  
 
Prayers for Kairos Prison Ministry 

COTS’ Kairos ministry team is about to embark on a long weekend trip 
to bring Christian community into prisons. Next month, Dave 
Hildebrandt will be leading a group of about 32 volunteers, and they 
very much need your prayers. Please consider scanning the 
accompanying QR code to sign up for a half-hour time to pray for 
everyone involved. Your prayers will be made known to inmates over the weekend and 
are a testament to Christian faith and community. Thank you.  
  
AMIS Community Baby Shower 

Local refugee support organization, AMIS, is organizing a community "Baby Shower" 
for a west side community church. The congregation is mostly lower income, Hispanic 
and is under heavy pressure from ICE. They have ten expectant mothers among their 
congregation who could really use our love and support. Please bring donations of 
diapers, onesies, blankets, and other baby gifts to the church office by Monday, October 
27. Cards with words of encouragement would also be appreciated. 
 

October Evensong Worship 

Join us in the Sanctuary tomorrow, Monday, October 20 at 7 p.m. for Evensong 
Worship. Evensong is a sung evening prayer service that blends music and scripture to 
create a meditative and contemplative worship experience. Accompanied by organ and 
choir music, and featuring sung psalms, biblical readings, and traditional canticles, the 
service is a reflective and beautiful tradition of worship. 
 
Kairos Outside Weekend Meal Ticket Sales 

Kairos Outside is a special weekend retreat designed to support the female loved ones of 
men and women who are or have been incarcerated. Families of the incarcerated "do 
time" right along with their loved ones. In a safe environment with loving people, women 
interact with other women who are in similar situations and learn to form small support 
groups to give them strength for the challenges they face. COTS’ Kairos Outside 
representative, Becki Gisser will be “selling” meal tickets for participants of an upcoming 
weekend retreat in the Parlor after worship services on Sunday 10/19 and 10/26. These 
tickets alleviate the cost of meals for participants during the retreat weekend for a 
suggested donation price of $10. If you would like to learn more, you may text Becki at 
216-849-9244. 
 



COTS Youth Christmas Greens Sale 

It’s time to order your Christmas greenery! Your purchase helps our 
youth and group leaders put their faith into action in Cleveland and 
beyond. COTS Youth will be in the Parlor to take your orders after 
worship services today and the following two Sundays: 10/19, 10/26, and 
11/2. You may also scan the accompanying QR code to order them 
online. November 2 is the final deadline for orders. Purchased greens will be available for 
pickup on November 30 in the COTS Café. Thank you for your support! 
 
Be a “Grand” for a Day at Fairfax Elementary 
On November 13 and 14, our neighbors at Fairfax Elementary School will host their 
annual Grands Day, a special morning (8:15–9:30 a.m.) when students invite a “grand” 
person in their lives—grandparent, family friend, or mentor—to share breakfast treats, 
visit their classroom, and explore the Scholastic Book Fair together. Sadly, some children 
don’t have a “grand” who can attend—and those students are often sent to the library and 
miss out on the celebration. This year, Church of the Saviour is stepping up to make sure 
no child is left out. 
 

We’re looking for volunteers to serve as honorary “grands” for a morning. You’ll be 
paired with a child, enjoy the classroom visit, and help them choose a book to take home. 
(Volunteers are asked to purchase one book for their assigned student.) This simple act of 
kindness can mean the world to a child. Let’s show our neighbors that COTS cares. To 
volunteer, contact Meg Marshall at mmarshall@cotsumc.org. 
 

The Gesualdo Six in Concert at COTS 10/30 

The Gesualdo Six is an award-winning British vocal ensemble known 
for their stunning blend, innovative programming, and electrifying 
performances. Formed in 2014, and under the direction of Owain Park, 
they’ve dazzled audiences at Wigmore Hall, the Sydney Opera House, 
and the BBC Proms, with recent debuts across South America and 
Asia. Led by Owain Park, the group pushes boundaries—mixing early 
masterpieces with bold new commissions and immersive concert-theatre like Secret 
Byrd. Their dynamic social media presence has brought choral music to millions 
worldwide. With acclaimed albums on Hyperion Records, including their latest Queen of 
Hearts, The Gesualdo Six continues to redefine what vocal music can be. Join us in the 
Sanctuary at Church of the Saviour on 10/30 at 7PM for what promises to be a 
memorable evening of music! Tickets are free with a $20 suggested donation and may be 
reserved by scanning the QR code. 
 
 
 



A Service of Naming  

This service is a profound celebration and affirmation of our transgender, non-binary, and 
gender-expansive siblings who have heard God calling them by another name. Drawing 
from biblical stories where people like Abraham, Sarah, and Peter were renamed to 
signify the life and purpose God knew for them, we will recognize that God is still calling 
us to our authentic selves today. The gathering will bless, affirm, and commission those 
who have claimed these names, surrounding them with the love of God and the support of 
the wider community.  
 

Any community members who would like to have their name celebrated and affirmed 
during the service are encouraged to reach out directly to Pastor Heidi Welch at 
pastor@brecksvilleUMC.com by November 11. Sunday, November 16 at 6:00 PM - 
Brecksville United Methodist Church (65 Public Square, Brecksville, OH 44141) 
 
Youth Basketball is Back! 

For the first time since Covid, Church of the Saviour is proud to be re-
launching its youth basketball program for children in Grades K-4 
starting in January 2026. Our mission is to teach, develop, and 
encourage young athletes to make the most of their physical, mental, and 
spiritual potential with the help of a volunteer group of parents, coaches, 
and members of the community. Our youth basketball league provides a 
fun sports experience while also fostering values such as trust, teamwork, and respect. 
Registration is open now through November 22. Scan the QR code to sign up. 
 

We want this to be a great experience for the players and families. Can you help? There 
are many different ways to volunteer - coach, referee, concessions, prayer, game day 
experience team, practice night and game day host. Please contact Bob Rosneck and 
Kelly Taylor: sports@cotsumc.org.    
 
If You Hand Out Halloween Candy at Home, This Message is for You… 

COTS Youth Basketball is back and we need to let kids and families know there's a great, 
uplifting league just for them! This Halloween we have the perfect opportunity - if you 
pass out candy to trick-or-treaters, just drop a mini-flyer in with it. There are packs of 20 
at the doors of the worship spaces - take as many as you think you might need. (Don't 
worry about the ages of the kids - they often have siblings or parents who know of 
eligible kids.)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEW THIS WEEK AT COTS 

 

Sunday, October 19 
 

Christmas Greens Sales, 9:00AM – 12:00 PM 
 

Monday, October 20 
 

Evensong Worship, 7:00PM 
 

Tuesday, October 21 
 

Love to Sew Ministry, 1:00PM – 3:00PM 
 

Wednesday, October 22 
 

Prayer Service, 8:00AM 
Martha Circle, 7:00PM – 8:30PM 

 

Saturday, October 25 
 

Love to Sew Ministry, 10:00AM – 12:00PM 
 

Sunday, October 26 
 

Children come in costume to worship! 
 

Please scan the following QR code to visit COTS’ online calendar  

for additional programming information & regularly scheduled events. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please register your attendance at today’s worship service.  

Thank you! 
 

 

 
 


