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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

SANCTUARY 11:00 a.m. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OPENING TO GOD 
 

 PRELUDE   
  

 WELCOME The Rev. Andy Call 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  Debbie Jones 
 

One: We gather together, seeking connection with God. 

Many: We need this connection in our lives. 

One: We come, bringing our imperfections,  

 our inconsistencies, and our unfulfilled potential. 

Many: We know that we are not yet the people God wants us to be. 

One: Acknowledging the gap between our actions and our intentions, 

Many: Let us worship the God who closes the gap  

 and forms us into the people we were created to be. 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE #660 God Is Here ABBOT’S LEIGH 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Call 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
1  

  

 God, you have called us to live lives worthy of the calling 

  to which we have been called.  

 But we confess to you and each other 

  that we have not always spoken the truth in love;  

  we have not always made every effort 

  to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

 We have conformed to the ways of the world, 

  rather than allowing your Spirit to transform our lives. 

 Forgive us and, by your grace, 

  help us to grow in every way 

  into him who is our head, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 (Silence is kept.) 
 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  Rev. Call 
 

One: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God.  



 WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS  Rev. Call 
 

Today, we are pleased to welcome Ellen and Rob Alston, Stacey Brooks, Alvin Fridie, 

and Myrick Russell into full membership at Church of the Saviour. 
 

 We rejoice in the faith God has planted in you,   

  and we welcome you in Christian love.  

 As members together with you in the Body of Christ  

  and in Church of the Saviour,  

 We renew our promise to live as Christian disciples:  

  to worship, grow, serve, give, and invite  

  for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Ephesians 4:1-6, 14-16 Ms. Jones 
 

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

Many: Thanks be to God.  
 

 THE MESSAGE Live the Walk Rev. Call 
 

 PRAYER OF COMMITMENT, UMH p. 607   
 

OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP 

 

 HYMN OF REFLECTION #430 O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee MARYTON 

 

 ANNIVERSARY SPOTLIGHT Miki Graban & Lin Bartel 
 

 SHARING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS The Rev. Cindy Patterson 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER #895  
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

        thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

        as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
 

 GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS Rev. Call 
 

 OFFERTORY Jesu, My Truth, My Way Malcolm Archer 
  Chancel Choir  



* DOXOLOGY #95 & PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

* HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP #438 Forth in Thy Name, O Lord DUKE STREET 

 

* BENEDICTION Rev. Call 
 

* POSTLUDE   
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 * The people may stand.  
 

Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist 
 

1 Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Year B Vol 2. Edited by Kimberly Bracken Long. Louisville: 
Westminster John Knox Press (2013), 108 (adapted). 

 

 

The flowers on the altar are dedicated in loving memory of Gregory Goss, 

a gift of his family. 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome — We’re Glad You’re Here! 

At Church of the Saviour, we are a community where people of all ages and abilities can 
grow in relationship with God. We know children engage in worship in many different 
ways, and we delight in their voices, movement, and energy! Families are encouraged to 
participate in whatever way feels right. Coloring materials are available outside the 
Sanctuary, and the church library offers a quiet space if your child needs a break. Nursery 
care is available downstairs from 9:30 am–12:00 pm. 
 

We’re also excited to announce the launch of our new program year for COTS children 
and youth! Children in PreK-4 through 5th grade are invited to our new Godly Play 
program which starts at 9:50am, followed by Children’s Music at 11am and “Time with 
Jim & Jim” for 3rd-5th graders at 11:30. All of our Sunday Groups for middle and high 
schoolers begin at 11am. Please check in at the desk outside the Sanctuary for room 
locations and more information.  
 
Global Missions UMCOR Initiative 

Help us fill 50 cleaning buckets for UMCOR Disaster Relief on 
Sunday, November 2 after the 9:30 service in the Great Hall (around 
10:30 a.m.).  Buckets and cleaning supplies (15 different items) have 
been purchased in bulk and are ready for assembly! The accompanying 
QR code will take you to a video showing what’s inside. This project is 
possible thanks to your generous giving to the Easter 2025 offering 2025. Please, join us! 



Advent Group Study 

This Advent season, COTS is offering a multi-platform Advent group study 
encompassing the writings of five authors: John Pavlovitz, John Piper, Richard Rohr, Tsh 
Oxenreider, and Max Lucador. This 4-week study led by church member Lorrie Goss 
will meet exclusively via Zoom on Tuesday evenings from 6-7PM starting December 2. 
Daily meditations will be made available to participants via text and email to facilitate the 
weekly discussion. Please sign up in the church office, where details about the specific 
writings that will be referenced are available. All are welcome to participate! 
 
Sermon Series Preview 

One of the most distinctive teachings of United Methodism is Sanctification or Christian 
Perfection. Yet it is also one of the most misunderstood. The founder of the Methodist 
movement, John Wesley, taught that perfection in a Christian sense was all about love. 
He believed and taught that we could be made perfect in love in this life. By that he 
meant that we could come to completely love God and our neighbor. But what did he 
mean by that? Can we really be made perfect in love? How can we reclaim this unique 
Wesleyan teaching and become more faithful disciples in the world? “Nobody’s Perfect,” 
November 2-23. 
 
Grafton Prison Softball Ministry 

For the past 20 years, a group of COTS members have been playing quarterly softball 
games with inmates at Grafton Correctional Institute. While it is joyous to celebrate this 
mission anniversary, it is also sobering to note that many of the men who played in the 
very first game two decades ago are still playing in 2025. We are all older, some worn to 
the point of cheering from the sidelines, but the bonds of friendship between our ministry 
team and the Grafton residents continue and expand.  
  

Four times a year we help men forget their prison.  We play double-headers—the first 
game against the resident all-stars and the second on combined teams of inmates and 
outsiders. Each gameday begins and ends in a circle of prayer and wraps up in a well-
earned picnic for all.  
 

A high point of the Grafton Prison Softball Ministry is that a growing number of former 
residents, now living on the outside, join us for these games.  The men who return are the 
real inspiration. Shawn, who spent four years in Grafton, said, “You have no idea what 
your games mean to the softball players. They forget they are in prison and love hanging 
out with outsiders. I means more than you will ever know.”   
 
If You Hand Out Halloween Candy at Home, This Message is for You… 

COTS Youth Basketball is back and we need to let families know there's a great, 
uplifting league just for them! This Halloween we have the perfect opportunity - if you 
pass out candy to trick-or-treaters, simply include a basketball mini-flyer with each treat. 



There are packs of 20 flyers at the doors of the worship spaces. Take as many as you 
think you might need. More can be printed as needed, so please don’t be shy! And don't 
worry about the ages of the kids you distribute them to—if not eligible themselves, the 
message is still getting into the hands of parents who can share that news with family and 
friends. We need YOU to help get this exciting new ministry off the ground. Thank you 
for your support! 
 
Habitat for Humanity Faith Build 

COTS is currently sponsoring a Faith Build home at 3520 E.143rd 
Street. Eight volunteers (ages 16 and above) will be needed to work on 
two more dates through the end of the year. Almost any skill level, from 
clean-up to carpentry, will be welcomed. The remaining dates assigned 
to COTS are November 1 and December 6. Registration with Habitat is 
required in advance of the work date(s) of your choice. Scan the QR code to register with 
Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity: Civic Champs. More information is available 
from Joyce Dearborn (jpd6708@yahoocom).   
 

Prayers for Kairos Prison Ministry 

COTS’ Kairos ministry team is about to embark on a long weekend trip 
to bring Christian community into prisons. Next month, Dave 
Hildebrandt will be leading a group of about 32 volunteers, and they 
very much need your prayers. Please consider scanning the 
accompanying QR code to sign up for a half-hour time to pray for 
everyone involved. Your prayers will be made known to inmates over the weekend and 
are a testament to Christian faith and community. Thank you.  
  
AMIS Community Baby Shower 

Local refugee support organization, AMIS, is organizing a community "Baby Shower" 
for a west side community church. The congregation is mostly lower income, Hispanic 
and is under heavy pressure from ICE. They have ten expectant mothers among their 
congregation who could really use our love and support. Please bring donations of 
diapers, onesies, blankets, and other baby gifts to the church office by Monday, October 
27. Cards with words of encouragement would also be appreciated. 
 
Kairos Outside Weekend Meal Ticket Sales 

Kairos Outside is a special weekend retreat designed to support the female loved ones of 
men and women who are or have been incarcerated. Families of the incarcerated "do 
time" right along with their loved ones. In a safe environment with loving people, women 
interact with other women who are in similar situations and learn to form small support 
groups to give them strength for the challenges they face. COTS’ Kairos Outside 
representative, Becki Gisser will be “selling” meal tickets for participants of an upcoming 



weekend retreat in the Parlor after worship services today, Sunday 10/26. These tickets 
alleviate the cost of meals for participants during the retreat weekend for a suggested 
donation price of $10. If you would like to learn more, you may text Becki at 216-849-
9244. 
 

COTS Youth Christmas Greens Sale 

It’s time to order your Christmas greenery! Your purchase helps our 
youth and group leaders put their faith into action in Cleveland and 
beyond. COTS Youth will be in the Parlor to take your orders after 
worship services today, and next Sunday, 11/2. You may also scan the 
accompanying QR code to order them online. November 2 is the final 
deadline for orders. Purchased greens will be available for pickup on November 30 in the 
COTS Café. Thank you for your support! 
 
Be a “Grand” for a Day at Fairfax Elementary 
On November 13 and 14, our neighbors at Fairfax Elementary School will host their 
annual Grands Day, a special morning (8:15–9:30 a.m.) when students invite a “grand” 
person in their lives—grandparent, family friend, or mentor—to share breakfast treats, 
visit their classroom, and explore the Scholastic Book Fair together. Sadly, some children 
don’t have a “grand” who can attend—and those students are often sent to the library and 
miss out on the celebration. This year, Church of the Saviour is stepping up to make sure 
no child is left out. 
 

We’re looking for volunteers to serve as honorary “grands” for a morning. You’ll be 
paired with a child, enjoy the classroom visit, and help them choose a book to take home. 
(Volunteers are asked to purchase one book for their assigned student.) This simple act of 
kindness can mean the world to a child. Let’s show our neighbors that COTS cares. To 
volunteer, contact Meg Marshall at mmarshall@cotsumc.org. 
 

The Gesualdo Six in Concert at COTS 10/30 

The Gesualdo Six is an award-winning British vocal ensemble known 
for their stunning blend, innovative programming, and electrifying 
performances. Formed in 2014, and under the direction of Owain Park, 
they’ve dazzled audiences at Wigmore Hall, the Sydney Opera House, 
and the BBC Proms, with recent debuts across South America and 
Asia. Led by Owain Park, the group pushes boundaries—mixing early 
masterpieces with bold new commissions and immersive concert-theatre like Secret 
Byrd. Their dynamic social media presence has brought choral music to millions 
worldwide. With acclaimed albums on Hyperion Records, including their latest Queen of 
Hearts, The Gesualdo Six continues to redefine what vocal music can be. Join us in the 
Sanctuary at Church of the Saviour on 10/30 at 7PM for what promises to be a 



memorable evening of music! Tickets are free with a $20 suggested donation and may be 
reserved by scanning the QR code. 
 

 
 
 

NEW THIS WEEK AT COTS 

 

Tuesday, October 28 
 

Edna Rhodes Circle, 12:30PM – 2:00PM 
 

Wednesday, October 29 
 

Morning Prayer Service, 8:00AM 
 

Thursday, October 30 
 

Gesualdo Six in Concert, 7:00PM 
 

Sunday, November 2 
 

LGBTQIA+ Adults & Active Allies, 12:30PM 
 

Please scan the following QR code to visit COTS’ online calendar  

for additional programming information & regularly scheduled events. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please register your attendance at today’s worship service.  

Thank you! 
 

 


