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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
SANCTUARY 11:00 a.m. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OPENING TO GOD 
 

 PRELUDE   
  

 WELCOME The Rev. Andy Call 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP Elizabeth Okwudi 
 

One: We lift up our eyes to the hills— 
 from where will our help come? 

Many: Our help comes from the Lord, 
 who made heaven and earth. 

One: Siblings in faith, let us worship God. 
Many: Alleluia! Amen. 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE #596 Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word LIEBSTER JESU 
 

 CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Call 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 1    

 Gracious God, 
  we confess that we do not meditate 
  on your commands and teachings all day long.  
 We do not keep your Word before us always and in all things.  
 Instead, we turn away from your demanding truth 
  and wander toward easier options.    

 Forgive us, we pray, 
  for pursuing our own desires rather than yours. 
 Forgive us for growing weary in following you. 
 Forgive us for placing our trust in the things of this world  
  rather than the wisdom your Word imparts. 
 Turn our hearts to your commandments and your grace. 
 We pray in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 (Silence is kept.) 
 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  Rev. Call 
 

One: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God.  



 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Rev. Call 
 

Today we celebrate the baptism of Melody Bee Barone and welcome her to the Christian 
family. Melody is the daughter of Bianca and Michael Barone and the sister of Franco 
Barone. Godparents are Gareth and Elizabeth Hannigan. 
 
 

One: Do you, as Christ’s body, the Church, 
 reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commitment to Christ? 

Many: We do. 
One: Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life,  

 and include Melody in your care? 
Many: With God's help we will proclaim the good news 

 and live according to the example of Christ. 
 We will surround Melody with a community of love and forgiveness, 
 that she may grow in her trust of God, 
 and be found faithful in service to others. 
 We will pray for her, 
 that she may be a true disciple who walks in the way that leads to life. 

 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 2 Timothy 3:14-17 Ms. Okwudi 
 

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
Many: Thanks be to God.  
 

 THE MESSAGE Grow: Equipped for Every Good Work Rev. Call 
 

OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP 
 

 HYMN OF REFLECTION #561 Jesus, United by Thy Grace ST. AGNES 
 

 SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS The Rev. Cindy Patterson 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER #895  
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
        thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
        as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
 

 GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS Rev. Call 



 OFFERTORY In My Heart Alan Bullard 
  Chancel Choir  

 
* DOXOLOGY #95 & PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 
* HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP #598 O Word of God Incarnate MUNICH 

 
* BENEDICTION Rev. Call 

 
* POSTLUDE   

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 * The people may stand.  
 

Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist 
 
 
1 Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Year C, Vol. 2. Edited by Kimberly Bracken Long. 
Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press (2013), 217 (adapted). 
 

The flowers on the altar are dedicated to the glory of God,  
a gift of the Church of the Saviour Foundation. 

 
 
Welcome — We’re Glad You’re Here! 
At Church of the Saviour, we are a community where people of all ages and abilities can 
grow in relationship with God. We know children engage in worship in many different 
ways, and we delight in their voices, movement, and energy! Families are encouraged to 
participate in whatever way feels right. Coloring materials are available outside the 
Sanctuary, and the church library offers a quiet space if your child needs a break. Nursery 
care is available downstairs from 9:30 am–12:00 pm. 
 
We’re also excited to announce the launch of our new program year for COTS children 
and youth! Children in PreK-4 through 5th grade are invited to our new Godly Play 
program which starts at 9:50am, followed by Children’s Music at 11am and “Time with 
Jim & Jim” for 3rd-5th graders at 11:30. All of our Sunday Groups for middle and high 
schoolers begin at 11am. Please check in at the desk outside the Sanctuary for room 
locations and more information. We can’t wait to grow, play, and make music with your 
children! 
 

Please register your attendance at today’s worship service. Thank you! 
 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Commissary Account for Jonas Nsongi Mbonga  
Jonas Nsongi Mbonga is a Congolese asylum seeker who fled to the 
United States after suffering near death beatings in his home country for 
being on the “wrong” side of politics in Congo. Since he was released 
from ICE detention in 2020, he established himself as an active and 
valued member of the Cleveland Heights community. In August, Jonas 
was detained again at his regularly scheduled ICE check-in. He is currently being held at 
the Northeast Ohio Correctional Center in Youngstown awaiting deportation. He has told 
friends from AMIS, one of the local immigrant assistance organizations that COTS has 
been working with, that the food provided to detainees is of extremely poor quality and 
that the only way to get edible food is by paying for it at the prison commissary. Jonas 
has been sharing any extra money from his commissary account with other detainees who 
do not have outside support. Please scan the accompanying QR code to learn how 
donations may be made to the Jonas Commissary Account. 
 
UPCaM Video Update 
United Protestant Campus Ministries (UPCaM) is a Christ-centered, 
progressive ministry that welcomes all Cleveland-based collegiate 
students into an open and caring community. It is the newest 
organization supported by COTS Local Missions. UPCaM welcomes 
students of all faiths or no faith—anyone seeking a spiritual home 
rooted in Christ’s values of justice, compassion, and belonging. Scan the accompanying 
QR code to watch a video about the ministries latest successes and needs from UPCaM 
Campus Minister, Amanda Powell.  
 
UWF Fall Flea Market 
The United Women in Faith are hosting their biannual flea market in 
the Great Hall Thursday-Saturday, October 9-11. Donations will be 
accepted in the Great Hall on Sunday 10/5 from 11am-6pm, Monday 
10/6 from 8am-8pm, and Tuesday 10/7 from 8am-8pm. Scan the QR 
code for all the details about donating and shopping. Many volunteers 
are needed throughout the week; from set-up, to cashiers, to bakers, and beyond. Please 
contact Mary Freer at cotsflea@gmail.com or 216-242-6144 to sign up.  
 
Electronics Recycling Drive 
During Flea Market donation days—Sunday 10/5 from 11am-6pm, Monday 10/6 from 
8am-8pm, and Tuesday 10/7 from 8am-8pm—a designated cart will be available in the 



Great Hall lobby for dropping off old computers and other electronics to be 
professionally data-wiped and responsibly recycled by COTS member, Gandolf Roby.  
 
World Communion Sunday 
Next Sunday, October 5, we will observe World Communion Sunday 
during worship. This is one of six Sundays designated in The United 
Methodist Church as one for a special offering. Scan the QR code to 
learn how your special offering will deepen the connection between the 
local church and ministries on a global scale. 
 
Blessing of the Animals 
Join us for a Blessing of the Animals service on Sunday, October 5 at 4 p.m. on the 
church’s front lawn. Bring your pets—furry, feathered, or scaly—for a special blessing 
and a treat! This joyful gathering is open to all as we give thanks for the animals who 
share our lives and bring us so much joy.   
 
Foundation Sunday 
On Sunday, October 12 we will recognize The Church of the Saviour 
Foundation during worship services. Founded in 1955, the Foundation’s 
mission is to provide permanent support to Church of the Saviour by 
underwriting major maintenance of the church’s facilities, providing 
start-up funds for new ministry initiatives and church programs, and 
supporting local and worldwide mission work. 
  

Thanks to the contributions of church members and friends and careful investment by the 
Foundation board, the Foundation is able to provide grants totaling more than $500,000 
each year. There are many ways to give to the Foundation, and gifts of any amount are 
appreciated. Donors that include the Foundation in their estate plans become members of 
the honorary Tower Society. Scan the QR code to view a list of giving opportunities. If 
you have any questions about The Church of the Saviour Foundation, please contact 
Cathy Belk (cathynbelk@gmail.com). 
 
Fall Men's Breakfast  
The next quarterly men’s breakfast is on Saturday, October 11 at 7:30 AM in Calvary 
Hall with special guest speaker Bob Dunn. Join us for a delicious homemade breakfast 
and great fellowship. RSVPs are appreciated but not required. Bring a friend! Contact 
Steve Merriam (stevemerriam@roadrunner.com) or Pete Krouse 
(pkrouse@cleveland.com) with questions or to volunteer to help out.   
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