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ORDER OF WORSHIP

SANCTUARY 11:00 a.m.
OPENING TO GOD
PRELUDE
WELCOME The Rev. Andy Call
* CALL TO WORSHIP Joan Voorhees

One: We gather on this day to worship,
Many: To praise and give thanks to the living God.
One: We gather on this day to grow in faith,
Many: To be transformed in heart and mind to be more like Christ.
One: We gather on this day to move closer to Christian perfection,
Many: To love God with our whole being and to love our neighbors as ourselves.
One: Come, let us worship.

* HYMN OF PRAISE #166 All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine SINE NOMINE
CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Call

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Listening God,

the apostle said we should pray without ceasing.
But if we're honest, we don't spend much time in prayer.
We pray at the usual times —

before meals, in church -

but when it comes to the challenges of daily life,

we take your help for granted

or think we have to go it alone.

Remind us, O God, of the power of prayer.
Use this moment to rekindle our hearts

and to draw us more closely into your presence.
Amen.

(Silence is kept.)
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

One: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God.
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HEARING GOD’S WORD

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 Ms. Voorhees

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Many: Thanks be to God.

THE MESSAGE Without Ceasing Rev. Call

OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP

HYMN OF REFLECTION #475 Come Down, O Love Divine DOWN AMPNEY

SHARING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS The Rev. Cindy Patterson

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER #895

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.

GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY O For a Closer Walk
Chancel Choir

DOXOLOGY #95 & PRAYER OF DEDICATION

C. V. Stanford

HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP #715 Rejoice, the Lord Is King DARWALL’S 148TH

BENEDICTION Rev. Call

POSTLUDE

* The people may stand.

Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist



The flowers on the altar are dedicated...

In loving memory and in celebration of the life of Garnetta Russell,
a gift of her husband, Rick Russell.

&

In memory of those who were killed in the Beirut Mission 1983,
a gift of Andy & Liz Mulll.
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NEW THIS WEEK AT COTS

Sunday, November 23

Angel Tree, 9:30AM — 12:00PM
Hanging of the Greens, 6:00PM

Tuesday, November 25
Edna Rhodes Circle, 12:30PM

Thursday, November 27
Thanksgiving — Church building closed.

Friday, November 28
Church building closed.

Sunday, November 30
Pre-Ordered Christmas Greens Pick-Up, 9:30AM — 12:00PM

Visit cotsumc.org/events for additional programming information
& regularly scheduled events.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome—We’re glad you’re here!

At Church of the Saviour, we welcome people of all ages and abilities to
grow in faith together. We celebrate children’s voices, movement, and
energy in worship! Coloring materials are available outside the
Sanctuary, and the church library offers a quiet space, if needed. Nursery
care is available downstairs from 9:30AM—12:00PM.

Children in PreK-4 through 5th Grade are invited to join in our Godly Play and
Children’s Music programs, between 9:50AM and 12:00PM. Middle and High School
groups meet at 11:00AM. Visit the desk outside the Sanctuary for room locations and
details. Scan the accompanying QR code for complete information about our Children’s
and Youth Ministries.

Hanging of the Greens

We will be decking COTS’ halls tonight, Sunday, 11/23 from 6-8PM. Join us in the Great
Hall for desserts and a worship moment, followed by a collective effort to decorate our
beautiful church for the Advent and Christmas seasons. The more the merrier!

Christmas Gifts for Community Children

In years past, COTS’ Angel Tree ministry has allowed us to provide Christmas gifts for
over 200 local children. This year our worthy community partners have come to us in
even greater need—asking for support to about 50 additional homes—an ask our mission
organizers did not hesitate to accept because of their faith in our community’s generosity.

Here are two ways you can support the Angel Tree project: (1) Make a financial donation
at cotsumc.org/give, write a check, or drop off cash to the church office. Note "Angel
Tree" in the memo section for online and check donations. Our volunteer "elves" will use
the donated money to shop for a gift on your behalf. Monetary donations must be
received by today, Sunday, November 23. (2) Visit the COTS Tower Entrance or Great
Hall Lobby before or after today’s services and select a child to sponsor from the Angel
Tree. You may also contact Kristi Bergren by text or email to select a child (216-702-
0043, kabergren@sbcglobal.net). All gifts must be wrapped and dropped off at the church
by the morning of Sunday, December 7.

Production Team Volunteers Needed

Bryan Karas, COTS’ Director of Production, is seeking regular volunteers for our tech
crew at both 9:30 and 11:00 worship services. Volunteers would help run sound and
livestream to participate in creating a worship environment that blesses all in attendance



and online. No experience is necessary! Please email Bryan at bkaras@cotsumc.org to
get involved.

Local Missions Update — Scranton Road Ministries

For over ten years, COTS Local Missions, by way of your Christmas offering, has
supported Scranton Road Ministries, which serves over 1,500 Cleveland inner city youth
and their families annually through services like academic enrichment, professional
development, and legal aid.

Partnering with Cleveland Metropolitan Schools District (CMSD), SRM offers in-school,
and after-school tutoring to address low reading and math standards performance as well
as low high school graduation rates. Over 90% of participating students then go on to
graduate from high school.

SRM’s “Youth Jobs Partnership” program is a workforce development initiative that
provides comprehensive, personalized job training to students ages 16-22 to transform
under-resourced participants into a highly-competent and marketable workforce.

Lastly, SRM’s legal clinic grants participants access to justice resources, regardless of
their income or background. SRM offers a variety of legal education workshops and brief
advice clinics to help participants understand their legal rights and options. Workshops
cover a wide range of topics, including landlord-tenant law, family law, debtor/creditor
issues, as well as wills and estate planning.

There are opportunities for volunteers to participate in all aspects of this ministry at any
level. Please contact Tom Wadsworth at tewadsworth@gmail.com if you are interested in
helping.

Advent Sermon Series Preview

Luke’s Gospel begins the story of Jesus with this opening line: “In the time of Herod...”
This detail may seem minor to modern readers; however, it reveals layers of information
about the fearful world Jesus entered, one filled with rampant oppression, economic
disparity, uncertainty, and instability. A world not so unlike our own. And yet,
throughout the stories of Christ’s birth, we hear the whispers of angels delivering a
surprising message: “Do not fear.” In our own time, we might ask: is it even possible to
be fearless in a fearful world? When Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the magi are each
called into God’s redemptive story, they do not deny their fears—they move through
them. They ask questions, hold fast to courage, trust in good news, and say, “Here I am,
Lord.” When we find ourselves in fearful times, can we acknowledge our fears while
also insisting on hope? “What do You Fear?”” Sermon Series: November 30 — January 4.



“Christmas Eve In-Between”

We’re doing something new and fun at COTS this Christmas Eve! There will be two
worship services, both in the Sanctuary, at 4PM and 9PM. In between, so from about 5-
8:45PM, there will be a very casual, open-house style Christmas party in the Great Hall
that we’re calling Christmas Eve In-Between. Think living room vibes with Christmas
movies, music, food, and games for all ages. Drop in for any amount of time between the
services for fun and fellowship with your church family. Scan the QR code to sign up to
bring a soup, salad, or dessert to share.

UPCaM Holiday Homestay Program — Hosts Needed

United Protestant Campus Ministries at Case Western Reserve University is seeking
families to host international students who cannot return home over winter break
(12/18/25-1/8/26). Hosts provide a welcoming place to stay, shared meals as able, and
simply provide hospitality during the holidays. This program helps international students
facing housing and food insecurity while campuses are closed. If you can host or want
more information, contact Amanda Powell at amanda@upcam.org or 413-949-3366.

Advent Group Study

This Advent season, COTS is offering a multi-platform Advent group study
encompassing the writings of five authors: John Pavlovitz, John Piper, Richard Rohr, Tsh
Oxenreider, and Max Lucado. This 4-week study, led by church member Lorrie Goss,
will meet in the parlor on Tuesday evenings from 6-7PM starting December 2. A zoom
option will also be made available. Daily meditations will be sent to participants via text
and email to facilitate the weekly discussion. Please sign up in the church office, where
details about the specific writings that will be referenced are available. Please contact the
church office at 216-321-8880 to sign up. All are welcome to participate!

Continued Call for Advent Festival Cookie Walk Bakers

Our annual Advent Festival is Saturday, December 6 from 9AM—12PM, and we need
your help to make it a success! We’re still recruiting bakers for the United Women in
Faith Cookie Walk. Please contact Kevin Schaner at schanerkevin@gmail.com to let her
know what you’re making and then deliver your homemade cookies or handheld treats to
the parlor kitchenette between 9AM Thursday, 12/4 and 8AM Saturday, 12/6. Cookies
will be sold by the pound to raise money for the Fairfield Orphanage in Zimbabwe.

Lessons & Carols

Join us in the Sanctuary on Friday, December 5 at 7:30 PM for Lessons & Carols.
Modeled after Kings College, this service tells the story of the fall of humanity, the
promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus through readings interspersed with
Christmas carols and music. Come be a part of this century-old tradition to get into the
Christmas spirit.



Please register your attendance at today’s worship service.
Thank you!




