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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

SANCTUARY 11:00 a.m. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OPENING TO GOD 
 

 PRELUDE   
  

 WELCOME The Rev. Andy Call 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 
1 Sarah Dick 

 

One: On Sundays and Mondays, 

Many: on good days and bad days, 

One: early in the morning and very late at night, 

Many: here in this room, and out in the world, 

One: God, we long for you to break in. 

Many: Meet us in this space. 

One: Surprise us with your presence. 

Many: Fill this room with your good news. 

One: With hope, let us sing and pray and worship. 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE Comfort, Comfort Ye My People GENEVAN 42 
 

 



 LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 
2 Ms. Dick & Stacey Brooks 

 

 In a world full of fear, where can we find hope? 

 We see hope when we look to the next generation. 

 We feel hopeful when we gather together. 

 We know hope, deep in our bones, when we dream of a better world. 
 

 Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us. 

 Today we light the candle of hope as a reminder of this good news. 

 May this flicker of light help us remember that we have reason to hope. 
 

Sung response: 
 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

 CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Call 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION
  

 

 Ever-present God, 

  we long to feel you close. 

 We long to feel your presence in our lives. 

 We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this world. 

 However, if we’re honest,  

  we rarely stand still long enough to feel you in our midst. 

 Forgive our rushing and distractions. 

 Forgive our wandering hearts,  

  and center us in this space. 

 Remind us that even when the Herods of this world seem to hold power over us, 

  even on the longest nights,  

  you are always there. Amen. 
 

 (Silence is kept.) 
 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE   
 

One: Nothing can keep God’s love away. 

Many: We are seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen. 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 1:5-13 Ms. Dick 
 

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

Many: Thanks be to God.  
 

 THE MESSAGE We Long for God to Break In Rev. Call 



OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP 

 

 HYMN OF REFLECTION Creator of the Stars of Night CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 
 

 
 

 SHARING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS The Rev. Benita Rollins 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER #895  
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

        thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

        as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
 

 GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS Rev. Call 
 



* DOXOLOGY #95 & PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

* HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP #718 Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending HELMSLEY 

 

* BENEDICTION Rev. Call 
 

* POSTLUDE   
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 * The people may stand.  
 

Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist 

 
1 & 2 Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

The flowers on the altar are dedicated in loving memory of Stephen Messner,  

a gift from Barbara and the family 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome—We’re glad you’re here! 

At Church of the Saviour, we welcome people of all ages and abilities to 

grow in faith together. We celebrate children’s voices, movement, and 

energy in worship! Coloring materials are available outside the 

Sanctuary, and the church library offers a quiet space, if needed. Nursery 

care is available downstairs from 9:30AM–12:00PM. 
 

Children in PreK-4 through 5th Grade are invited to join in our Godly Play and 

Children’s Music programs, between 9:50AM and 12:00PM. Middle and High School 

groups meet at 11:00AM. Visit the desk outside the Sanctuary for room locations and 

details. Scan the accompanying QR code for complete information about our Children’s 

and Youth Ministries. 

 

Lake Effect Trombone Choir Holiday Concert 

Join the Lake Effect Trombone Choir for a holiday concert in COTS’ Sanctuary on 

Saturday, December 6 from 7:00-8:15 p.m. Their performance will feature favorite 

Christmas tunes in unique arrangements as only a trombone octet can deliver! This 

concert is free of charge with a free will offering collection at intermission. Bring only 

your Christmas spirit and goodwill towards men! 

 

Evensong Worship 

Join us in the Sanctuary on Monday, December 15 at 7 p.m. for Evensong 

Worship. Evensong is a sung evening prayer service that blends music and scripture to 



create a meditative and contemplative worship experience. Accompanied by organ and 

choir music, and featuring sung psalms, biblical readings, and traditional canticles, the 

service is a reflective and beautiful tradition of worship. 

 

Our Next Faith Build 

Habitat For Humanity, a faith-based organization, seeks to put God's 

love into action by bringing people together to build homes, 

communities, and hope. Church of the Saviour has been involved with 
this ministry for over two decades. We, along with 17 other churches, 

are currently sponsoring a Faith Build home on E.143rd Street and we 

need volunteers for our last workday of the year, Saturday, December 6. 

Almost any skill level, from clean-up to carpentry, will be welcomed. Scan the QR code 

to register with Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity Civic Champs. More 

information is available from Joyce Dearborn (jpd6708@yahoocom).   

 

Churchwide Caroling 

Make a BIG difference in the lives of retirement home residents with the simple gift of 

Christmas carols. Joy is guaranteed – for you AND them. For singers of all ages. Great 

singing voices are not required – just a smile, with bonus points for wearing a holiday 

sweater. Songbooks and lead voices provided. Meet in the Great Hall lobby to pray and 

get directions to your retirement home. We’ll come back to the church for hot chocolate, 

sugary treats, and festive conversation in the beautifully decorated parlor. Friday, Dec. 

12, from 6-8 PM. 

 

Blue Christmas Worship Service at Church of the Redeemer 

Blue Christmas, also referred to as Longest Night, is a worship experience focused on 

God’s comfort and presence in the midst of life’s challenges and losses. The holidays 

may be an especially difficult time for people facing hardships or grief. In this time of 

worship, these struggles can be named and offered to God. Church of the Saviour will 

share in this ecumenical service with neighboring churches taking place at 7:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, December 16 at Church of the Redeemer UMC, 2420 S. Taylor Rd., Cleveland 

Heights, OH 44118. 

 

Advent Devotional 

Our Advent Sermon Series, “What Do You Fear?” urges us all to insist 

on hope in the face of fear. Our friends at A Sanctified Art have 

provided a special e-reader version of this year’s Advent devotional, 

which you may access using the QR code. A direct link is also available 

via The Chimes. A very limited number of printed copies are available 

in the church office for those who are unable to access the digital version.  

 



Advent Festival 

The Advent Festival is coming! Join us Saturday, December 6 from 9AM-12PM for tons 

of fun treats and activities for the whole family. With so much to do, from the holiday gift 

market to the cookie walk, kids’ crafts, and the famous donut machine, participants are 

sure to have an amazing time. If you’ve been wanting to invite a friend or neighbor to 

Church of the Saviour but not sure a worship service is the right first step, this is the 

event to bring them to! See you there! 

 

Help Us Launch Our New Nursery! 

We are so close to opening our beautiful new nursery space, designed 

especially for infants through 3-year-olds. This room will be a safe, 

nurturing place where our youngest children can feel loved, connected, 

and supported on Sunday mornings—while giving parents the chance to 

worship, build community, and take a much-needed breather. 
 

To finish bringing this vision to life, we’d love your help! Join us for a nursery furniture 

building party on Wednesday, December 5, from 9:30–11:30 a.m. We’ll have bagels, 

coffee, and plenty of good company. Bring a screwdriver (power tools welcome!) and 

help us assemble furniture, set up materials, and make this space shine. Together, we can 

create a warm, welcoming home for our littlest ones—and we can’t wait to share it with 

you! Please sign up using the QR code so we know how many bagels to buy. 

 

“Christmas Eve In-Between” 

We’re doing something new and fun at COTS this Christmas Eve! There 

will be two worship services, both in the Sanctuary, at 4PM and 9PM. In 

between, so from about 5-8:45PM, there will be a very casual, open-

house style Christmas party in the Great Hall that we’re calling 

Christmas Eve In-Between. Think living room vibes with Christmas 

movies, music, food, and games for all ages. Drop in for any amount of time between the 

services for fun and fellowship with your church family. Scan the QR code to sign up to 

bring a soup, salad, or dessert to share. 

 

AMIS/NEOFI Newsletter 

The next Northeast Ohio Friends of Immigrants/AMIS is having a 

virtual meeting at 7:00PM on Tuesday, December 2 about the 

deployment of National Guard personnel to American cities. The 

speaker will be Chris Purdy, the Founder and CEO of The Chamberlain 

Network, an organization dedicated to mobilizing veterans to protect 

democratic values and institutions. Scan the QR code to access the Zoom link to the 

meeting from AMIS/NEOFI’s newsletter.  

 



Lessons & Carols 

Join us in the Sanctuary on Friday, December 5 at 7:30 PM for Lessons & Carols. 

Modeled after Kings College, this service tells the story of the fall of humanity, the 

promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus through readings interspersed with 

Christmas carols and music. Come be a part of this century-old tradition to get into the 

Christmas spirit. 

 
NEW THIS WEEK AT COTS 

 

Sunday, November 30 
 

Pre-Ordered Christmas Greens Pick-Up, 9:30AM – 12:00PM 
 

Wednesday, December 3 
 

Martha Circle, 7:00PM 
 

Friday, December 5 
 

Lessons & Carols, 7:30PM 
 

Saturday, December 6 
 

Advent Festival, 9:00AM – 12:00PM  
 

Sunday, December 7 
 

LGBTQIA+ & Active Allies Group, 12:30PM 

 

Visit cotsumc.org/events for additional programming information  

& regularly scheduled events. 
 

 
 

Please register your attendance at today’s worship service.  

Thank you! 
 
 

 


