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ORDER OF WORSHIP

SANCTUARY 11:00 a.m.
OPENING TO GOD

PRELUDE

WELCOME The Rev. Andy Call

CALL TO WORSHIP ! Corinne Dunn

One: Siblings in Christ, God is at work!
Many: God is healing and creating,
One: redeeming and dreaming,
Many: calling and sending,
One: listening and loving.
Many: Indeed, God is at work!
One: So let us worship our God who never gives up.
Many: Let us worship our God who holds onto hope.

HYMN OF PRAISE #196 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 2 Leah & Connor Prusha
In a world full of fear,

where do you see glimmers of peace?
We see them in the quiet of early morning,

when people shake hands,

when loved ones say they’re sorry,

and when the church sings together.

Even in a fearful world,
signs of peace are all around us.
Today we light the candle of peace
as a reminder of this good news.
May this flicker of light help us remember
that even in a fearful world,
peace is present.
We only have to look for it.

Sung response:

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Call



PRAYER OF CONFESSION >

Ever-moving God,
we have every reason to hold onto hope.

We have every reason to believe that spring will come,
that flowers will bloom, that the sun will rise.

And yet, too often hope slips through our fingers.

With anxious hearts we cry out to you,
“Will change ever come?

Will things ever get better?

Can anything I do make a difference?”
Forgive our fear and doubt,

and point us again to your hope that is always new, always renewing.
In the name of your Son who came to bring us hope, we pray. Amen.

(Silence is kept.)

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

One: Friends, this is the good news of the gospel.
Many: When our hope falters, God is still at work.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

We welcome you to share signs of reconciliation with one another.

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Christ Is the World’s True Light
Chancel Choir
HEARING GOD’S WORD
THE GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 11:1-11

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Many: Thanks be to God.

THE MESSAGE When Our Hope Falters, God Is Still At Work
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OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The Rev. Cindy Patterson
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY O Morning Star arr. Cathy Moklebust
Bells of the Saviour
* DOXOLOGY #95 & PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HoLy COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Emmanuel Setting Revs. Call & Patterson
One: The LORD be with you.
Many: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
Many: We lift them up to the LORD.
One: Let us give thanks to the LORD our God.
Many: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
One: ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THE LORD’S PRAYER #895

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.



And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.

RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP #178 Hope of the World VICAR
BENEDICTION Rev. Call
POSTLUDE

* The people may stand.

Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist
1.2.&3 Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

The flowers on the altar are dedicated in loving memory of Mr. Austin Ross,
a gift of his sister, Dr. Carrie Ross Shelton.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome—We’re glad you’re here!

At Church of the Saviour, we welcome people of all ages and abilities to
grow in faith together. We celebrate children’s voices, movement, and
energy in worship! Coloring materials are available outside the
Sanctuary, and the church library offers a quiet space, if needed.
Nursery care is available downstairs from 9:30AM-12:00PM.

Children in PreK-4 through 5th Grade are invited to join in our Godly Play and
Children’s Music programs, between 9:50AM and 12:00PM. Middle and High School
groups meet at 11:00AM. Visit the desk outside the Sanctuary for room locations and
details. Scan the accompanying QR code for complete information about our Children’s
and Youth Ministries.

Evensong Worship

Join us in the Sanctuary on Monday, December 15 at 7 p.m. for Evensong

Worship. Evensong is a sung evening prayer service that blends music and scripture to
create a meditative and contemplative worship experience. Accompanied by organ and
choir music, and featuring sung psalms, biblical readings, and traditional canticles, the
service is a reflective and beautiful tradition of worship.



Churchwide Caroling

Make a BIG difference in the lives of retirement home residents with the simple gift of
Christmas carols. Joy is guaranteed — for you AND them. For singers of all ages. Great
singing voices are not required — just a smile, with bonus points for wearing a holiday
sweater. Songbooks and lead voices provided. Meet in the Great Hall lobby to pray and
get directions to your retirement home. We’ll come back to the church for hot chocolate,
sugary treats, and festive conversation in the beautifully decorated parlor. Friday, Dec.
12, from 6-8 PM.

“Christmas Eve In-Between”

We’re doing something new and fun at COTS this Christmas Eve! There
will be two worship services, both in the Sanctuary, at 4PM and 9PM. In
between, so from about 5-8:45PM, there will be a very casual, open-
house style Christmas party in the Great Hall that we’re calling
Christmas Eve In-Between. Think living room vibes with Christmas
movies, music, food, and games for all ages. Drop in for any amount of time between the
services for fun and fellowship with your church family. Scan the QR code to sign up to
bring a soup, salad, or dessert to share.

Christmas Day Lunch

If you're feeling lonely this Christmas and want to share time with some of your COTS
family, come join us at Ho Wah Restaurant (2101 Richmond Road, G3, Beachwood) at
12pm on Christmas Day. Purchase your lunch and enjoy the food, the fellowship, and the
conversations. Please RSVP to Mary Glazer at 216-789-8434 or mary@graol.com by
Sunday, December 21.

Christmas Eve Greeters

Christmas is a time when we welcome lots of new visitors at Church of (=] s ]
the Saviour. Are you planning to attend one of the Christmas Eve f’:vg _ggh
services and willing to be a greeter? We have roles for those who prefer 3 & 355k
to remain seated and those who can roam the building. All you need to do i~ gz i
is show up 20 minutes early and offer a smile and a greeting to those we ~ EI=4%%, it}\
welcome through our doors. Scan the QR code to sign up or email Joan Voorhees at
victorianrose25@gmail.com. If you have been thinking about volunteering at COTS, this
is an easy and significant way to make a difference at our church.

UWF Christmas Brunch

All are invited to the United Women in Faith Christmas Program & Brunch on Tuesday,
December 9 at 10:00 a.m. in the parlor. Pianist Maggie Johns will play followed by
brunch provided by the UWF Board. Please RSVP to Debbie Jones at
debij1000@aol.com by today, Sunday, December 7.



Hat & Mitten Tree

Church of the Saviour is partnering with the CH/UH School District & The Salvation
Army East Cleveland to provide children and adults with new winter hats, gloves,
scarves, and warm socks. Please place your donated items on the branches of the tree in
the Great Hall lobby by January 4. Thank you for your generosity!

NEW THIS WEEK AT COTS

Monday, December 8
Alzheimers Caregivers Support Group, 6:30PM

Tuesday, December 9
United Women in Faith General Meeting, 10:00AM

Thursday, December 11
American Red Cross Blood Drive, 12:00PM — 6:00PM

Friday, December 12
Churchwide Christmas Caroling, 6:00PM

Sunday, December 14
LGBTQIA+ & Active Allies Group, 12:30PM (Rescheduled date from 12/7)

Visit cotsumc.org/events for additional programming information
& regularly scheduled events.

Please register your attendance at today’s worship service.
Thank you!




