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ORDER OF WORSHIP

SANCTUARY 11:00 a.m.
OPENING TO GOD

PRELUDE

WELCOME The Rev. Andy Call

CALL TO WORSHIP ! Steve Merriam

One: Jeremiah said, “I am only a boy.”
Many: Moses said, “Who am I to do this work?”
One: Mary said, “How can this be?”
Many: We often say, “But God, I am afraid.”
One: Even when we are afraid, God invites us closer.
Many: So let us trust the One who invites us.
One: Let us heed God’s invitation.
Many: Let us summon our courage and sing God’s praise.

HYMN OF PRAISE #211 O Come, O Come Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 2 Alvin Fridie & The Modlin Family
In a world full of fear,

where do you see signs of joy?
We see them in birthday candles and homemade cards.
We see joy in the laughter of children

and the delight of grandparents.
We see joy in meals around the table

and in the singing of Christmas songs.

Even in a fearful world, joy is all around us.
Today we light the candle of joy
as a reminder of this good news.
May this flicker of light help us remember that,
even in a fearful world,
joy is here.
Joy is real.
We only have to look for it.

Sung response:

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Call



Prayer of Confession *

Courageous God,
you invite us to live into our call.
You invite us to act, to serve, and to trust.
Instead of responding with a resounding “yes,”
we often hide our face.
We dig in our heels.
We wait for someone else to volunteer.

Spark courage in us.
Remind us that each of us is called to make a difference.
Remind us that even when we’re scared,
we are not alone.
You invite us forward.
With baby steps we hope.
Amen.

(Silence is kept.)

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

One: We are known. We are forgiven! We are sent to serve.
Many: We step forward in faith, always moving closer to God’s call.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

* THE GOSPEL LESSON Luke 1:26-39 Mr. Merriam

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Many: Thanks be to God.

THE MESSAGE Even In Our Fear, We Are Called Rev. Call

OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP
HYMN OF REFLECTION #650 Give Me the Faith Which Can Remove  CAREY’S (SURREY)
SHARING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS The Rev. Cindy Patterson

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER #895

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,



*

*

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.

GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS Rev. Call

OFFERTORY O King and Desire John Stainer
Chancel Choir

DOXOLOGY #95 & PRAYER OF DEDICATION

HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP #129 Give to the Winds Thy Fears FESTAL SONG
BENEDICTION Rev. Call
POSTLUDE

* The people may stand.
Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist

1.2.&3 Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

The flowers on the altar are dedicated in loving memory of Ronald Voorhees,
a gift of his son and daughter-in-law, Tom and Joan Voorhees.

Welcome—We’re glad you’re here!

At Church of the Saviour, we welcome people of all ages and abilities to
grow in faith together. We celebrate children’s voices, movement, and
energy in worship! Coloring materials are available outside the
Sanctuary, and the church library offers a quiet space, if needed. Nursery ®
care is available in Room 100 from 9:30AM-12:00PM. e

Children in PreK-4 through 5th Grade are invited to join in our Godly Play and
Children’s Music programs, between 9:50AM and 12:00PM. Middle and High School
groups meet at 11:00AM. Visit the desk outside the Sanctuary for room locations and
details. Scan the accompanying QR code for complete information about our Children’s
and Youth Ministries.



NEW THIS WEEK AT COTS

Sunday, December 14
LGBTQIA+ & Active Allies Group, 12:30PM

Monday, December 15
Evensong Worship, 7:00PM

Tuesday, December 16
Blue Christmas Worship Service at Church of the Redeemer, 7:00PM

Wednesday, December 17
Martha Circle, 6:00PM

Visit cotsumc.org/events for additional programming information
& regularly scheduled events.

CHRISTMAS WEEK SCHEDULE

There will be two Christmas Eve Services, both in the Sanctuary,
on Wednesday, December 24 at 4:00PM & 9:00PM.

There will be no regular Wednesday morning prayer service
in Myers Chapel at 8:00AM on December 24 and 31.

Church of the Saviour will be closed December 25 & 26, 2025 and January 1, 2026.

We will have a single, laity-led worship service
on Sunday, December 28 at 10:30AM in the Great Hall.
Coffee Hour, Children’s & Youth Ministries, and Sunday School Groups are canceled.
No service or communion will be offered in Myers Chapel at 8:30AM.

On Sunday, January 4, join us for our regular scheduled
Sunday morning worship services at 8:30, 9:30, & 11:00AM,
as well as full programming for children and adults.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Evensong Worship

Join us in the Sanctuary on Monday, December 15 at 7 p.m. for Evensong

Worship. Evensong is a sung evening prayer service that blends music and scripture to
create a meditative and contemplative worship experience. Accompanied by organ and
choir music, and featuring sung psalms, biblical readings, and traditional canticles, the
service is a reflective and beautiful tradition of worship.

Dementia-Friendly Senior Get-Together at Lee Rd. Library

Community members are invited to celebrate the festive season with friends and
neighbors at a dementia-friendly event hosted at the Lee Rd. branch of Heights Libraries
on Friday, December 19 from 12-2 p.m. This event is appropriate for people with a
dementia diagnosis, as well as their caregivers and loved ones. Crafts, activities, and
holiday treats will be provided. There will also be a number of information resource
tables from partners including The Department of Population and Quantitative Health
Sciences at Case Western Reserve University' School of Medicine, Cuyahoga County
Division of Senior and Adult Services, Farrell Foundation, Dr. Peter Whitehouse,
Benjamin Rose, Alzheimer’s Association of Greater Cleveland, and more.

USCRI Newsletter

In July, the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) restricted access to the (@)
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) among non- .
citizens. This has had a devastating impact on the refugee and
immigrant communities. Over 4,000 refugees and newcomers in
Cuyahoga County have been impacted. The US Committee for Refugees
and Immigrants (USCRI) is doing good work to aid these families, and
Church of the Saviour continues to lend support through our Global Missions committee.
We encourage those who feel called to this ministry to follow USCRI’s communications.
You may scan the accompanying QR code to sign up to receive their newsletter.

Advent Festival Wrap-Up

Thank you to everyone who attended or volunteered at the Advent Festival on Saturday,
December 6! While it is impossible to know exactly how many people participated, the
consensus was that it was our best attended festival to date! The live music offerings,
family crafts, and gift market, which featured 25 fair trade and local vendors, were all a
big hit. Over 100 pounds of cookies were home-baked and donated to the Cookie Walk,
allowing the United Women in Faith to raise nearly $1,200 to send to the UMC Fairfield
Orphanage in Zimbabwe. Likewise, COTS Youth earned over $1,000 in donations for



their annual summer mission trip. Thank you for helping to welcome so many community
members into the church!

Blue Christmas Worship Service at Church of the Redeemer

Blue Christmas, also referred to as Longest Night, is a worship experience focused on
God’s comfort and presence in the midst of life’s challenges and losses. The holidays
may be an especially difficult time for people facing hardships or grief. In this time of
worship, these struggles can be named and offered to God. Church of the Saviour will
share in this ecumenical service with neighboring churches taking place at 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, December 16 at Church of the Redeemer UMC, 2420 S. Taylor Rd., Cleveland
Heights, OH 44118.

Advent Devotional

Our Advent Sermon Series, “What Do You Fear?” urges us all to insist
on hope in the face of fear. Our friends at A Sanctified Art have

provided a special e-reader version of this year’s Advent devotional,
which you may access using the QR code. A direct link is also available
via The Chimes. A very limited number of printed copies are available

in the church office for those who are unable to access the digital version.

“Christmas Eve In-Between”

We’re doing something new and fun at COTS this Christmas Eve! There
will be two worship services, both in the Sanctuary, at 4PM and 9PM. In
between, so from about 5-8:45PM, there will be a very casual, open-
house style Christmas party in the Great Hall that we’re calling
Christmas Eve In-Between. Think living room vibes with Christmas -
movies, music, food, and games for all ages. Drop in for any amount of time between the
services for fun and fellowship with your church family. Scan the QR code to sign up to
bring a soup, salad, or dessert to share.

Christmas Day Lunch

If you're feeling lonely this Christmas and want to share time with some of your COTS
family, come join us at Ho Wah Restaurant (2101 Richmond Road, G3, Beachwood) at
12pm on Christmas Day. Purchase your lunch and enjoy the food, the fellowship, and the
conversations. Please RSVP to Mary Glazer at 216-789-8434 or mary@graol.com by
Sunday, December 21.

Poinsettias for Home-Bound Church Members

If you are willing and able to deliver a poinsettia to one or more COTS member(s) who
can’t get to church, please sign up at the Sanctuary welcome desk any time between now
and Christmas. The plants around the Christmas Tree in the tower entrance are there for



the taking. Thank you for helping to keep members feel included, even if they can’t be at
church in person! And thank you to the United Women in Faith for generously supporting
this ministry.

Christmas Eve Greeters

Christmas is a time when we welcome lots of new visitors at Church of (=] e & ]
the Saviour. Are you planning to attend one of the Christmas Eve ¥ '&Eiﬁ
services and willing to be a greeter? We have roles for those who prefer i&j; g _:&-Q'
to remain seated and those who can roam the building. All you need to do % u'% i
is show up 20 minutes early and offer a smile and a greeting to those we R Lt}m
welcome through our doors. Scan the QR code to sign up or email Joan Voorhees at
victorianrose25@gmail.com. If you have been thinking about volunteering at COTS, this
is an easy and significant way to make a difference at our church.

Hat & Mitten Tree

Church of the Saviour is partnering with the CH/UH School District & The Salvation
Army East Cleveland to provide children and adults with new winter hats, gloves,
scarves, and warm socks. Please place your donated items on the branches of the tree in
the Great Hall lobby by January 4. Thank you for your generosity!

“The Chosen” Group Study

Have you seen The Chosen? It's a series of 1-hour episodes that gives a
powerful, cinematic look at the life of Jesus and his followers. Rev.
Cindy Patterson is leading a study that includes watching a season 1
episode followed by what is sure to be lively discussion. The 8-week
study will be held at the church on Thursdays, 10am-12pm, January 8-
February 26. Scan the QR code or by contacting the church office to sign up.

Martha Circle Meeting

Martha Circle will meet on Wednesday, December 17 at 6:00PM in the Parlor for our
annual Christmas celebration. Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share. We will
reflect on the visitation of Elizabeth and Mary and to whom we tell our good news today.
Please make a reservation by Sunday, December 14 to schanerkevin@gmail.com.

Please register your attendance at today’s worship service. Thank you!




