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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

SANCTUARY 11:00 a.m. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OPENING TO GOD 
 

 PRELUDE   
  

 WELCOME The Rev. Andy Call 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 
1 Valenta Ward-Gravely 

 

One: Here in worship— 

 we pray together, 

 we stand together, 

 we sing together, 

Many: We listen together for God's voice. 

One: Even if you are burdened with grief, fear, or worry, 

 remember: we are not alone. 

Many: Let us join together to worship Emmanuel, 

 God who is with us. 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE #202 People, Look East BESANÇON 

 

 LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 
2 Toni Burrell & Mary Glazer 

 

 In a world full of fear,  

  where can we find the presence of love? 

 We see it all around us.  

 We see love when people hold open the door.  

 We see love in a warm embrace,  

  a homemade casserole,  

  a phone call after a long day. 

 We see love in random acts of kindness 

  and intentional acts of empathy.  

 Even in a fearful world,  

  love is all around us. 
 

 Today we light the candle of love  

  as a reminder of this good news.  

 May this flicker of light help us remember that 



  even in a fearful world,  

  love is here.  

 Love is world-changing.  

 Love is shining bright. 

 We only have to look for it. 
 

Sung response: 
 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

 CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Call 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 3  
 

 God, we want your presence in our lives 

  to guide us, comfort us, encourage us. 

 But we are not so free in offering our presence to others 

  when they are struggling in pain,  

  or just need a friend. 
 

 Remind us that the most important way we love you 

  is by loving our neighbors.  

 Because you never leave us or forsake us, 

  teach us to be there for one another. Amen. 
 

 (Silence is kept.) 
 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE   
 

One: God is with us. We are not alone. 

Many: God's grace is sufficient. We are renewed in love. 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

* THE GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 1:18-25 Ms. Ward-Gravely 
 

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

Many: Thanks be to God.  
 

 THE MESSAGE When You're Afraid, Give Me Your Hand Rev. Call 
 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP 

 

 HYMN OF REFLECTION God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen GOD REST YOU MERRY 
 

 

 
 

 SHARING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS The Rev. Cindy Patterson 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER #895  
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

        thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

        as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
 

 GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS Rev. Patterson 
 

 OFFERTORY He Comes to Us Jane Marshall 

  Chancel Choir  

   



* DOXOLOGY #95 & PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

* HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP #198 My Soul Gives Glory to My God MORNING SONG 

 

* BENEDICTION Rev. Call 
 

* POSTLUDE   
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 * The people may stand.  
 

Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist; Alisdair Welty, organ scholar 

 
1, 2, & 3 Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

 

The flowers on the altar are dedicated to the glory of God, 

a gift of the Church of the Saviour Foundation. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome—We’re glad you’re here! 

At Church of the Saviour, we welcome people of all ages and abilities to 

grow in faith together. We celebrate children’s voices, movement, and 

energy in worship! Coloring materials are available outside the 

Sanctuary, and the church library offers a quiet space, if needed. Nursery 

care is available in Room 100 from 9:30AM–12:00PM. 
 

Children in PreK-4 through 5th Grade are invited to join in our Godly Play and 

Children’s Music programs, between 9:50AM and 12:00PM. Middle and High School 

groups meet at 11:00AM. Visit the desk outside the Sanctuary for room locations and 

details. Scan the accompanying QR code for complete information about our Children’s 

and Youth Ministries. 

 

Christmas Day Lunch 

If you're feeling lonely this Christmas and want to share time with some of your COTS 

family, come join us at Ho Wah Restaurant (2101 Richmond Road, G3, Beachwood) at 

12pm on Christmas Day. Purchase your lunch and enjoy the food, the fellowship, and the 

conversations. Please RSVP to Mary Glazer at 216-789-8434 or mary@graol.com by 

Sunday, December 21. 



Christmas Eve “In-Between” 

We’re doing something new and fun at COTS this 

Christmas Eve! Between the two worship services, 

from about 5-8:30PM, there will be a very casual, 

open-house style Christmas gathering in the Great 

Hall we're calling the Christmas Eve "In-Between" 

party. Think living room vibes with Christmas movies,  

music, food, and games for all ages. Drop in for any amount of time between the worship 

services for joyful holiday fellowship with your church family. 
 

While RSVPs are NOT required for this event, they do help us figure out how much food 

to have on hand. So, if you know you're going to stop in, please let us know by filling out 

the quick form available through the first QR code. Thank you! 
 

P.S. Speaking of food, if you'd like to contribute something to the meal, you may scan the 

second QR code to sign up to bring a soup, salad, or dessert to share. 

 

“The Chosen” Group Study 

Have you seen The Chosen? It's a series of 1-hour episodes that gives a 

powerful, cinematic look at the life of Jesus and his followers. Rev. 

Cindy Patterson is leading a study that includes watching a season 1 

episode followed by what is sure to be lively discussion. The 8-week 

study will be held at the church on Thursdays, 10am-12pm, January 8-

February 26. Scan the QR code or by contacting the church office to sign up. 

 

Poinsettias for Home-Bound Church Members 

If you are willing and able to deliver a poinsettia to one or more COTS member(s) who 

can’t get to church, please sign up at the Sanctuary welcome desk any time between now 

and Christmas. The plants around the Christmas Tree in the tower entrance are there for 

the taking. Thank you for helping to keep members feel included, even if they can’t be at 

church in person! And thank you to the United Women in Faith for generously supporting 

this ministry.  

 

The Nursery is Open! 

Our beautiful new nursery space, designed especially for infants through 3-year-olds, is 

now open in Room 100! The nursery is safe, nurturing place where our youngest children 

can feel loved, connected, and supported on Sunday mornings—while giving parents the 

chance to worship, build community, and take a much-needed breather. 

 

 

 

 



HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
 

There will be two Christmas Eve Services, both in the Sanctuary,  

on Wednesday, December 24 at 4:00PM & 9:00PM.  
 

There will be no regular Wednesday morning prayer service  

in Myers Chapel at 8:00AM on December 24 or 31. 
 

Church of the Saviour will be closed December 25 & 26, 2025 and January 1, 2026. 
 

We will have a single, laity-led worship service 

on Sunday, December 28 at 10:30AM in the Great Hall.  

No service or communion will be offered in Myers Chapel at 8:30AM. 

Coffee Hour will be available in the parlor  

30 minutes prior to worship and immediately following. 

Children’s & Youth Ministries and Sunday School Groups are canceled.  
 

On Sunday, January 4, join us for our regular scheduled  

Sunday morning worship services at 8:30, 9:30, & 11:00AM,  

as well as full programming for children and adults. 
 

Visit cotsumc.org/events for additional programming information  

& regularly scheduled events. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please register your attendance at today’s worship service.  

Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 


