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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

SANCTUARY 11:00 a.m. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OPENING TO GOD 
 

 PRELUDE   
  

 WELCOME The Rev. Andy Call 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 
1 Arleen Twist 

 

One: In the dark of night, 

Many: the stars still shine. 

One: In the depth of winter, 

Many: the birds still sing. 

One: At the start of the year, 

 tender and new, 

Many: God is here. 

 God is near. 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE #245 The First Noel THE FIRST NOEL 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Call 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 2  
 

 Ever-loving God, 

  we long for Christmas to usher in a season of peace and joy.  

 However, we know that is not how the world works.  

 Even just days after Christmas,  

  we find ourselves face to face with fear once again. 
 

 So today we pray— 

  forgive us when we allow fear to stop us in our tracks. 

 Forgive us when our own fear prevents us from following your call. 

 Forgive us when fear is louder than love. 

 Show us how to turn our fear into action. 

 Show us how to live like the magi who searched for you in a fearful world. 

 With hope we pray. Amen. 
 

 (Silence is kept.) 
 

 
 

 



 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE   
 

One: Whether fear inspires us to action,  

 or stops us dead in our tracks,  

 God’s love for us is boundless. 

Many: We are surrounded with grace. Thanks be to God. 
 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE   
 

    We welcome you to share signs of reconciliation with one another. 
 

 GROWING IN GRACE Martin Kolb 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

* THE GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 2:1-12 Ms. Twist 
 

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

Many: Thanks be to God.  
 

 THE MESSAGE Fear Doesn't Stop Us Rev. Call 
 

OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP 

 

 HYMN OF REFLECTION I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light HOUSTON 

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The Rev. Cindy Patterson  
 

 GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
 

 OFFERTORY   
 

* DOXOLOGY #95 & PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  Musical Setting A, UMH p. 17 Revs. Call & Patterson 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER #895  
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

        thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

        as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 



 RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP  
 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 

* HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP #634 Now Let Us DEUS TUORUM MILITUM 

  from This Table Rise  

 

* BENEDICTION Rev. Call 
 

* POSTLUDE   
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 * The people may stand.  
 

Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist; Alisdair Welty, organ scholar 

 
1 & 2 Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

 

The flowers on the altar are dedicated to the glory of God, 

a gift of the Church of the Saviour Foundation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome—We’re glad you’re here! 

At Church of the Saviour, we welcome people of all ages and abilities to 

grow in faith together. We celebrate children’s voices, movement, and 

energy in worship! Coloring materials are available outside the 

Sanctuary, and the church library offers a quiet space, if needed. Nursery 

care is available in Room 100 from 9:30AM–12:00PM. 
 

Children in PreK-4 through 5th Grade are invited to join in our Godly Play and 

Children’s Music programs, between 9:50AM and 12:00PM. Middle and High School 

groups meet at 11:00AM. Visit the desk outside the Sanctuary for room locations and 

details. Scan the accompanying QR code for complete information about our Children’s 

and Youth Ministries. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please register your attendance at today’s worship service.  

Thank you! 
 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
UWF General Meeting 

All are welcome to join the United Women Faith General Meeting on Tuesday, January 
13 at 10:00 a.m. Our Director of Traditional Music & Organist, Don Verkuijlen, will give 
a presentation about the ongoing restoration of the Austin organ. Afterwards, we will 
continue fellowship with a brown bag lunch in the parlor. Beverages and desserts will be 
provided. RSVPs to Debbie Jones at debij100@aol.com are appreciated but not required. 
 
Local Missions Grant Requests 

Thanks to the generosity of the congregation and community this 
Christmas, Church of the Saviour collected over $30,000 to be used in 
support of local mission efforts in 2026. Church members are invited to 
apply for a portion of these funds for various charitable, educational, 
religious, and community initiatives aligned with the mission of the 
Church. Applications are due by January 20 and are accessible via the 
accompanying QR code or link in The Chimes. Please direct questions and submissions 
to Sandra Kiely at skielykolb@gmail.com. 
 
Next Sermon Series Preview 

For many people, the New Year is a time for making resolutions: things we want to do, 
things we want to stop doing, things we want to do better. But studies show that, 
statistically, only 9% of us keep the resolutions we make. Why is it so hard to make 
lasting change? We’ll explore the drivers behind our desires and how our faith can guide 
us toward a fresh start and resolutions that stick. New Year, New You?, January 11-25. 
 
Un-Deck the Halls 

Can you stick around for about 30 minutes after worship today to help us take down the 
church's Christmas decorations? Meet in the parlor by 12:15 and grab a quick bite to eat 
on us before we get started. Your service is always appreciated! 
 
“The Chosen” Group Study 

Have you seen The Chosen? It's a series of 1-hour episodes that gives a 
powerful, cinematic look at the life of Jesus and his followers. Rev. 
Cindy Patterson is leading a study that includes watching a season 1 
episode followed by what is sure to be lively discussion. The 8-week 
study will be held at the church on Thursdays, 10am-12pm, January 8-
February 26. Scan the QR code or by contacting the church office to 
sign up. 
 



Men’s Breakfast 

The next quarterly men’s breakfast is on Saturday, January 10 at 7:30 AM in Calvary 
Hall with speaker Tom Wadsworth. Join us for a delicious homemade breakfast and great 
fellowship. RSVPs are appreciated but not required. Bring a friend! Contact Steve 
Merriam (stevemerriam@roadrunner.com) or Pete Krouse (pkrouse@cleveland.com) 
with questions or to volunteer to help out.  
 
GCC Anniversary Celebration 

Sunday, January 25 from 3-4:30PM, join Greater Cleveland 
Congregations’ 15th anniversary celebration at Olivet Institutional 
Baptist Church, 8712 Quincy Ave # 14, Cleveland. Founding leaders 
will reflect on what drew them to GCC’s organizing model, how and 
why they came together to build GCC in Cleveland, the most powerful 
lessons from the journey so far, and their vision for GCC’s future in a 
challenging moment. This celebration will help connect newer congregations and newer 
members to GCC’s roots while deepening our shared understanding of how community 
organizing drives systemic change—empowering communities, delivering new resources 
and transforming unjust systems into just ones. 
 

Scan the accompanying QR code to RSVP and note you’re from Church of the Saviour in 
the comment line. If you would like to carpool from the COTS parking lot to the event, 
please email Kurt Stange at kcs@case.edu. 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT COTS 
 

Sunday, January 4 
 

Un-Deck the Halls, 12:15PM 
LGBTQIA+ & Active Allies Group, 12:30PM 

 
Wednesday, January 7 

 

Morning Prayer Service, 8:00AM 
 

Visit cotsumc.org/events for additional programming information  
& regularly scheduled events. 
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