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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

SANCTUARY 11:00 a.m. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OPENING TO GOD 
 

 PRELUDE   
  

 WELCOME The Rev. Andy Call 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 51) Sharon Wittke 
 

One: O Lord, open my lips, 
Many: and my mouth will declare your praise. 

One: You desire truth in the inward being; 
Many: therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 

One: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
Many: and put a new and right spirit within me. 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE Love Divine, All Loves Excelling HYFRYDOL 
 

 



 CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Call 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 1  
 

 God of light, 

  we confess that we live in the shadows of hypocrisy and self-righteousness. 

 We honor you with our lips,  

  but we have not served you in our hearts. 

 We are satisfied with human traditions and norms  

  and avoid your liberating truth.  

 We have confused meekness with weakness, 

  holiness with social conformity, 

  and anger with righteousness.  
 

 Forgive us, we pray. 

 By the power of your word 

  save us from the prison of our conceit 

  so that we may serve you with sincere hearts; 

  through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 (Silence is kept.) 
 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE   
 

One: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 
 

 GROWING IN GRACE Sheryl Modlin 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 MINISTRY OF MUSIC God in Mine Eternity Alan Bullard 
  Chancel Choir  

 

* THE GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 15:1-20 Ms. Wittke 
 

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
Many: Thanks be to God.  
 

 THE MESSAGE Beyond the Surface Rev. Call 
 

OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP 

 

 HYMN OF REFLECTION #417 O For a Heart to Praise My God RICHMOND 

 
 

 SHARING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS The Rev. Cindy Patterson 
 



 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER #895  
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

        thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

        as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
 

 GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS Rev. Patterson 
 

 OFFERTORY Will You Come and Follow Me arr. Susan T. Nelson 
  Bells of the Saviour  

 

* DOXOLOGY #95 & PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

*   LITANY OF PARTING Rev. Call 
 

One: God of yesterday, today, and tomorrow,  
we are blessed to gather in this remarkable space,  
consecrated 98 years ago,  
as a place for generations – like us, different from us –  
to worship you in spirit and truth,  
to grow in faith and love,  
to serve all people joyfully,  
to give generously to your work,  
and to invite others to experience this life for themselves. 

Many: We are grateful to be here, now,  

and to be part of the remarkable story of Church of the Saviour. 

One: As we gather today, we know that,  
despite thoughtful construction and decades of diligent care,  
this remarkable sanctuary needs significant repairs.  
For a time, we will need to say goodbye to this space. 

Many: We mourn this loss  

and the many memories and feelings this sanctuary holds. 

One: At the same time,  
we know that a church is not a building,  
and our mission and identity transcend the walls that mark this space. 

Many: WE are Church of the Saviour. 

One: On this day, we give thanks for all that has come before,  
pray your blessings upon the work  
that will restore this space that is consecrated for worshiping you,  



and ask your guidance as we – for a time –  
experience new ways of being your church together. 

Many: We pray that this will be a season of discovery, renewal,  

and strengthening our resolve and our connection  

to all who call this place home. 

One: O God our help in ages past,  
our hope for years to come,  
be with us in the days ahead, and remind us that,  
no matter where we meet,  
you are still God over all. 

Many: Amen. 
 

* HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP #175 Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee ST. AGNES 

 

* BENEDICTION Rev. Call 
 

* POSTLUDE   
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 * The people may stand.  
 

Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist; Alisdair Welty, organ scholar 
 
1 Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Year B, Vol. 2. Edited by Kimberly Bracken Long. 
Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press (2015), 146. 
 
 

The flowers on the altar are dedicated to the glory of God, 

a gift of the Church of the Saviour Foundation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Welcome—We’re glad you’re here! 

At Church of the Saviour, we welcome people of all ages and abilities to 
grow in faith together. We celebrate children’s voices, movement, and 
energy in worship! Coloring materials are available outside the 
Sanctuary, and the church library offers a quiet space, if needed. Nursery 
care is available in Room 100 from 9:30AM–12:00PM. 
 

Children in PreK-4 through 5th Grade are invited to join in our Godly Play and 
Children’s Music programs, between 9:50AM and 12:00PM. Middle and High School 
groups meet at 11:00AM. Visit the desk outside the Sanctuary for room locations and 
details. Scan the accompanying QR code for complete information about our Children’s 
and Youth Ministries. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Evensong 

Join us in the Sanctuary tomorrow, Monday, January 19 at 7 p.m. for Evensong Worship. 
Evensong is a sung evening prayer service that blends music and scripture to create a 
meditative and contemplative worship experience. Accompanied by organ and choir 
music, and featuring sung psalms, biblical readings, and traditional canticles, the service 
is a reflective and beautiful tradition of worship. 
 

This will be the last worship service offered in the Sanctuary until the structural 
renovation project is complete. But not to worry, Evensong is going on the road! First 
Baptist Church (3630 Fairmount Boulevard) will host on Monday, February 16 at 7 pm, 
with services in March and April taking place at Church of the Covenant and Trinity 
Cathedral, respectively. Other Heights churches are already on board to host services in 
the fall after a summer break. 
 

Bible Bookworm Returns 

All children in grades pre-K through 5 are invited to join the Bible Bookworm Reading 
Club! The program will run for six weeks, beginning Sunday, January 25 and concluding 
Sunday, March 8. The goals of the program include introducing families to the excellent 
selection of books in our library, improving children’s reading skills and helping them 
grow in their knowledge of Christian life. Librarians and volunteers will be on hand in 
the library each Sunday during the program from 10:30-11:00 a.m. and 12:00-12:30 p.m. 
to help children choose and sign out books. Books may also be signed out any time the 
church is open. All readers will be treated to a celebration party at the end of the 
program. You can find more information and register forms in the library. 
   
Growing in Grace 

This month, the COTS Generosity & Stewardship Team will be leading our church in the 
"Growing in Grace" campaign, inviting us to consider how God is calling each of us to 
grow in faith and generosity. At Church of the Saviour, we encourage all people who 
participate in the life of the church to deepen their faith through the five essential 
practices of: worship, grow, serve, give, invite. Our annual January stewardship 
campaign is when we call special attention to the practice of giving. Over the next three 
weeks, you will be asked to do three things: Reflect on, pray, and remember your 
experiences with generosity, both when you’ve been generous and when others have been 
generous with you. Consider how generosity brings us closer to God and think about 
where you see yourself in the ministry of COTS. On January 25 we will celebrate 
Commitment Sunday, during which households will be asked to make a pledge. Our goal 
is for 200 households to make a pledge, compared to 129 pledges last year. Will you join 
us? 



Local Missions Grant Requests 

Thanks to the generosity of the congregation and community this 
Christmas, Church of the Saviour collected over $30,000 to be used in 
support of local mission efforts in 2026. Church members are invited to 
apply for a portion of these funds for various charitable, educational, 
religious, and community initiatives aligned with the mission of the 
Church. Applications are due by January 20 and are accessible via the accompanying QR 
code or link in The Chimes. Please direct questions and submissions to Sandra Kiely at 
skielykolb@gmail.com. 
 

Song Circle Invitation 
All are invited to COTS first ever song circle event on Thursday, February 12 at 7:30PM 
in the parlor, hosted by our Director of Modern Music, Morgan Miller Mecaskey. A song 
circle is a space where simple, easy-to-learn songs are shared and sung together, 
sometimes with layering harmonies and different parts. You don’t need to be an expert at 
singing at all. All levels of experience are welcomed and encouraged. Come find your 
voice in a supportive and loving group setting. The song circle will be led by a couple of 
folks with guitars, but anyone may bring a song to share.  
 

Floral Dedications 

The Church of the Saviour Foundation generously supports our popular Sunday altar 
flower dedication ministry. Beautiful altar arrangements for the 11 o'clock service are 
available for dedication in honor or in memory of someone special. Arrangements may be 
purchased for $50 each, with the Foundation subsidizing the balance. One or both 
arrangements may be purchased on any given Sunday. To schedule a Sunday, contact 
Sarah in the church office at sdick@cotsumc.org or 216-321-8880. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



THIS WEEK AT COTS 
 

Monday, January 19 
 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – Church Office Closed 
Choral Evensong, 7:00PM 

 
Wednesday, January 21 

 

Morning Prayer Service, 8:00AM 
 

Saturday, January 24 
 

COTS Youth Basketball Game Day Week 2, 9:00AM – 12:00PM 
 

Visit cotsumc.org/events for additional programming information  
& regularly scheduled events. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please register your attendance at today’s worship service.  

Thank you! 
 

 

 

 
 
 


