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CHRISTMAS EVE
WORSHIP

December 24, 2025
4:00 p.m. | Sanctuary
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CHURCH OF THE SAVIOUR

UNITED METHODIST

A Christian Community Committed to Growing Deeper in Faith
and Pursuing God’s Hope for Every Life

Christmas Eve | December 24, 2025

ORDER OF WORSHIP
SANCTUARY 4:00 p.m.
OPENING TO GOD
PRELUDE
WELCOME The Rev. Andy Call
CALL TO WORSHIP ! The Rev. Cindy Patterson

One: On this holy night, we come,
Many: ready to sing alongside the angels.
One: On this holy night, we come,
Many: ready to journey alongside the shepherds.
One:  On this holy night, we come,
Many: ready to worship alongside Mary.
One: On this holy night, we come,
Many: proclaiming that good news is louder than fear.
One: Let us worship the God who comes to us in Jesus.

HYMN OF PRAISE #234 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES
(verses 1, 2, 3, and 6)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 2 Bianca Barone & Diane Hannigan

In a fearful world,
where can we see the presence of God?
We see God’s fingerprints all around us.
We see God in the beauty of the stars.
We see God in the love of this community.
We see God in the dreams we hold for a better world.



On this holy night,

we light the Christ Candle as a reminder of this good news.
May this flicker of light help us remember

that even in a fearful world,

God’s love is all around us.

Sung response:

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

OPENING PRAYER Rev. Call
MINISTRY OF MUSIC Torches John Jubert
Chancel Choir
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Patterson
HEARING GOD’S WORD
THE GOSPEL LESSON Luke 2:10-14 Rev. Patterson

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Many: Thanks be to God.

THE MESSAGE Good News Is Louder than Fear Rev. Call

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Coventry Carol David McHenry
David McHenry, guitar

OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP

GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS Rev. Patterson
& PRAYER OF DEDICATION

(Children’s Choir members please go to the Tower lobby during the offering.)

OFFERTORY Infant Holy, Infant Lowly arr. Mack Wilberg
Chancel Choir

EXPERIENCING THE CHRISTMAS STORY

INTRODUCTION TO THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT Rev. Call



PART 1: THE BIRTH Luke 2:1-7 John Billington

Away in a Manger

(The Children’s Choir will sing the first two verses. The congregation is invited to
join in verse three.)

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love, I pray;

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

PART 2: THE ANGEL’S ANNOUNCEMENT Luke 2:8-14 Rev. Patterson
Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo! (2x)

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be

which inspire your heavenly song? (Refrain)

Come to Bethlehem and see

Christ whose birth the angels sing,

come adore on bended knee, Christ, the Lord,
the new-born King. (Refrain)

PART 3: THE SHEPHERD’S ADORATION Luke 2:15-20 Ben Garcia
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;

with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. (Refrain)



PART 4: THE JOURNEY OF THE MAGI Matthew 2:1-12 Rev. Patterson

We Three Kings
(Please join in singing the refrain of vs. 1 - 4, and in singing verse 5.)

Refrain:

O star of wonder, star of light,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.

Verse 5:

Glorious now behold him arise;

King and God and sacrifice:

Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. (Refrain)

CANDLE LIGHTING

The angels will distribute the light. ** The lit candle remains upright. The unlit candle
is tipped. ** Please remain seated as the light is shared throughout the sanctuary and
join in singing "Silent Night." As the fourth stanza is sung — "wondrous star" — you
are invited to lift your candle high as we share this light with one another.

Silent Night

Silent Night, Holy Night

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child,

Holy infant so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia;

Christ the Savior is born. Christ the Savior is born.

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light,
Radiant beams from thy holy face,

With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night, Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing,

Alleluia to our King;

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.



CHRISTMAS BLESSING Rev. Call
Joy to the World

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;

let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ;

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,

nor thorns infest the ground;

he comes to make his blessings flow

far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,

and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness,

and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

*  BENEDICTION Rev. Call

* POSTLUDE In dulci Jubilo J. S. Bach

* The people may stand in body or spirit.

Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist
Alisdair Welty, organ scholar

1&2 Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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CHURCH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Church of the Saviour will be closed December 25 & 26, 2025 and January 1, 2026.

We will have a single, laity-led worship service
on Sunday, December 28 at 10:30AM in the Great Hall.
No service or communion will be offered in Myers Chapel at 8:30AM.
Coffee Hour will be available in the parlor
30 minutes prior to worship and immediately following.
Children’s & Youth Ministries and Sunday School Groups are canceled.

There will be no regular Wednesday morning prayer service
in Myers Chapel at 8:00AM on December 31.

On January 4, join us for our regularly scheduled Sunday morning worship services 8:30,
9:30, & 11:00AM, as well as full programming for children and adults.

Livestream our 9:30 and 11:00 services at cotsumc.org.

Visit cotsumc.org/events for additional programming information
& regularly scheduled events.

“New Year, New You?”

Worship Sermon Series: Sundays, January 11-25

For many people, the New Year is a time for making resolutions: things we want to do,
things we want to stop doing, things we want to do better. But studies show that,
statistically, only 9% of us keep the resolutions we make. Why is it so hard to make
lasting change? We’ll explore the drivers behind our desires and how our faith can guide
us toward a fresh start and resolutions that stick.

“I Dream a World: Poetry of the Harlem Renaissance”
Black History Month Worship Sermon Series: Sundays, February 1-15



Please take a moment to let us know you worshiped with us
this afternoon by scanning the QR code below, or filling out a paper form
from the attendance pad in your pew.

Thank you!

CHURCH o
the SAVIOU

Rev. Andy Call, Lead Pastor
Rev. Cindy Patterson, Administrative Pastor

2537 Lee Road, Cleveland Hts., OH 44118 | 216-321-8880 | www.cotsumc.org



SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

Holy Family Melody, Bianca, & Mike Barone

Angels Eloise Anderson, Marina Campbell,
Sarah Dingeldein, Maddie Graban, Claire Leland

Shepherds CJ Colon, Gabe Dodson, Sean Dodson,

Ben Martin, Kai Taylor, Ronan Taylor
Kings Rob Alston, Lauren Lanphear, Michael Ward
Costumes Miki Graban
Spotlight Alex Padilla
Pageant Production Beth Herchek
Greeters Mary Glazer, Janice McPhee, Joan Voorhees,

Thomas Voorhees, Martha Wagner

Ushers Toni Burrell, Trey Modlin, Benita Rollins,
Arleen Twist, Bob Wittke, Greg York

Welcome—We’re glad you’re here!

Our mission at Church of the Saviour is not to tell you what to believe. We don’t think
there is one right way to pursue God’s hope for us. We are simply a community of
people, doing our best to live by Jesus’ teaching to love one another, and continually
striving to be a force for good in our neighborhood and the world.

If you’ve been hurt or disappointed by the church, we want to show you there’s a
different way to be a person of faith—A way that is joyous, accepting, affirming, and
welcoming to all. Our Christmas Eve worship is all the more meaningful for your
presence. Thank you for being with us.

A special note for parents...we celebrate children’s voices, movement, and energy in
worship! Coloring materials are available outside the Sanctuary, and the church library
offers a quiet space, if needed.

Let’s stay connected!
Interested in knowing more about all the things happening here at Church

of the Saviour? Scan this QR code to receive our weekly e-newsletter,
The Chimes.




KIDS & YOUTH MINISTRIES

We’re excited for the opporttunity to welcome your children and youth into growing,
learning, and belonging at Church of the Saviour. We offer programming for children and
youth every Sunday morning from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., plus lots of engaging family-
friendly outings and events all year round. Join us!

Birth — Age 3

Our beautiful new nursery space, designed especially for infants through 3-year-olds, is
now open in Room 100. The nursery is a safe, nurturing place where our youngest
children can feel loved, connected, and supported on Sunday mornings while parents
worship, build community, or take a much-needed breather.

PreK4 — Grade 5
School-age children are invited to join in our Godly Play church school and worship
music enrichment programs.

Focused on honoring the centrality, competency, and capacity of children, Godly Play is
an imaginative approach to supporting their spirituality and that of the adults who nurture
them. Through story, wonder, and play, Godly Play practice invites creative responses to
God’s call in our lives. This Montessori-based program nurtures children’s innate
curiosity and fosters creative and thoughtful spiritual growth.

Church of the Saviour’s Children’s Choir is a warm and welcoming community for
young singers. Children of ALL experience levels are welcome to come develop joyful,
confident voices. The Children’s Choir rehearses on Sunday mornings and sing regularly
in worship services. Music instruction is given to all Sunday morning participants but
singing in worship is not required of any child that would rather not do so.

Our basketball league for kids in Grades K-4 starts in January!

Grades 6 — 12

Middle school & high school groups meet at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays for conversation and
activities about real topics pertaining to real life. A huge part of Church of the Saviour’s
Youth Ministry experience is acting together in service to God and others. We do things
like build wheelchair ramps, carol at nursing homes, and work to end hunger for our
neighbors, and have a good time doing it together. We also do things just for fun! There
are lots of opportunities throughout the year for both middle-school and high-school
groups to gather for outings like night hikes, whirlyball competitions, hige-and-seek in
the dark in our huge, gothic church, and so much more.
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