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Ephesians 3:14-17

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on
earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may
be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit and that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith as you are being rooted and grounded in love.

The mission of the United Methodist church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

The vision of the United Methodist church:

The United Methodist Church forms disciples of Jesus Christ who, empowered by the Holy
Spirit, love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously in local communities and worldwide
connections.

We have spent the last several weeks looking at the new vision statement for the United
Methodist Church. You may have found yourself wondering why is it so important for the church
to have a vision. For many years Mainline churches have been in decline. Churches have focused
on and even been paralyzed by those patterns of decline. The United Methodist Church too has
been plagued by declining numbers and that decline has been compounded by the recent
disaffiliations.

And so churches have focused on goals and vision that address growth or at the very least are
aimed to slow the decline. Hundreds of books have been written and workshops have been
attended concerning Church growth.

I was thrilled to see that when the United Methodist Bishops put forth a new vision this spring
that is not focus on maintaining numbers but on moving forward. The vision statement we’ve
been studying gives us a clear challenge of who we are called to be — not a plan on how we are to
survive.

The purpose of the church is not to simply exist and to create a place of community for its
members although those are pleasant benefits. Without a clear vision that inspires and motivates
we become what I call navel gazers — always looking internally and seeking only what we want
or need from the church. This type of vision is focused on what makes us happy.

When my oldest daughter, Kenda, was a Junior in High School and thinking about college she
wasn’t sure where she wanted to go or even what she wanted to study. I encouraged her to take
an on-line vocational aptitude test. It was a dismal failure. It determined that her best career
options were — a pipe layer, or a butcher, or a pastor. None of those held any appeal for her
although she did get lots of laughs out of it. I’'m not sure which she found funnier — being a pipe
layer or following her Mom into church work.



While the assessment wasn’t helpful for her it did open her to conversation about just what was
her vision for her future. When she was a child she always said she wanted to be a dolphin
trainer when she grew up and since we don’t live near a body of water with dolphins that desire
grew into wanting to be a Zookeeper. The first time I visited her at the Columbus Zoo where she
had an internship I realized that she had found her calling. Her vision gave her direction for her
life.

The United Methodist Church Vision Statement reminds us that our vision must be enabled by
the Holy Spirit. But just what does that mean? I’ll admit that even after 2 years of Seminary and
many years in ministry I still find the work of the Holy Spirit to be somewhat mysterious.

It’s easy to understand God the Father — God the creator of everything and Jesus the Son but the
third part of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit, is more nebulous.

In scripture Jesus defines the Holy Spirit as a divine presence, a guide, and a divine Counselor
who lives inside believers. Jesus is clear that the Holy Spirit is not some unseen something
floating around. The term Holy Ghost which is often used interchangeably with Holy Spirit feeds
that understanding. It has a “may the force be with you™ feel. But Jesus clearly talks of a person
who resides in us and empowers, teaches, and brings glory to God.

God desires believers to overflow with Godself, that we might be filled with all the fulness of
God. It’s like a glass that is only completely full when it overflows. Fullness can only be
measured by overflow. God wants us to be so filled with Godself by the Holy Spirit that we can’t
help but overflow to others.

Consider our vision statement.

Most of us can manage to love those who love us. Or those who look like us or think like us or
act like us. It is easy to feel love towards someone we find appealing or who treats us well. The
challenge is to love those who might be considered unlovable.

And serving is easy when it’s fun or we’re helping someone we like.
And most of us can find situations where leading is easier. Maybe in our family or at our job.

We all have the capacity to love, to serve, and to lead but the Vision Statement does not simply
say to love, serve, and lead. We are called to love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously.
Boldly, Joyfully, Courageously are adverbs that describe how we are to love, serve, lead. It’s
what’s been termed Adverbial Faith and it moves the task from the simple and achievable to the
virtually impossible without the presence of the Holy Spirit. We can’t simply will ourselves to
Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully, and Lead Courageously.

In his book, The Forgotten God, Francis Chan states that without the Holy Spirit people operate
in their own strength and can only accomplish human-sized results. The world is not moved by



love or actions that are of human creation. When empowered by the Holy Spirit our ordinary
abilities are enhanced by God’s extraordinary power.

Loving Boldly is certainly not easy. It means taking risks and going against societal pressures to
love God completely and to love neighbors even those who might be difficult to love.

Serving Joyfully is finding opportunities to serve and compassionately journey with the most
vulnerable. But not all serving is fun.

I think about the scripture passage we read the week we looked at serving — Jesus was washing
the disciples’ feet. We often use this as a directive for us to serve others — go and do likewise —
but we never acknowledge what a truly unpleasant task Jesus had taken on. Washing the
disciples’ feet in Jesus’ day was genuinely gross. Open-toed sandals combined with unpaved,
dusty roads full of animal dung and street debris meant feet were caked with grime. Since feet
were considered symbols of uncleanness, the task was typically reserved for the lowest-ranking
servant in the household. Jesus did not choose the easiest service to use as an example.

Leading courageously means leaning into the margins where God’s work is being done. It pushes
us to be present in places that are uncomfortable.

It’s the adverbs that move the tasks of loving, serving, and leading from simple human tasks into
the realm where we require the Holy Spirit to achieve them. Adverbial Faith isn’t even
achievable on our own. As much as we dislike admitting that we can’t do something on our own
it is the adverbs Boldly, Joyfully, and Courageously that stretch us and our faith and demand
reliance on God’s Spirit. It is through this dependence on the Holy Spirit that we not only engage
in God work but we also open ourselves to the greatest personal growth in our faith.

When we are empowered by the Holy Spirit we learn to rely on God’s divine strength, wisdom
and authority rather than on our own limited human capabilities. We reach beyond what we can
do — both individually and as a church. When we rely on the Holy Spirit we realize that it’s
partially about what we do but it’s also very much about who we are.

Emboldened by the Holy Spirit - Loving Boldly, Serving Joyfully, and Leading Courageously
aren’t things we think about and choose to do they are naturally who we are.

The apostle, Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit does not make the Christian life better, it’s what
makes the Christian life possible. The Spirit pushes us to active engagement as it moves the
church and individuals off the sidelines and into the hungry, hurting world, empowering them to
pursue abundant life.

Today’s scripture passage is from Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus. It is a passionate prayer
asking God to give believers inner spiritual strength so that Christ can continually dwell in their
hearts. It highlights that God’s boundless glory is the source of our strength and anchors us
firmly in God’s love.



The ultimate goal of this inner strengthening is that “Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith.” The original Greek word for “dwell” means to settle down, be at ease, or make oneself at
home. It implies that Christ doesn’t just visit temporarily, but establishes a permanent,
comfortable residence int the believer’s life. Paul finishes the thought by praying that believers
will be deeply “rooted and established” in God’s love, creating a stable foundation for the rest of
Christian life.

Since the day of Pentecost Christian Believers have been empowered by the Holy Spirit, the
wind and fire and breath of God that drives us forward in response. And while the Spirit is a gift
from God not something we can earn or achieve on our own, we must do our part to stay
connected to that Spirit. Our 5 practices here at COTS aren’t random. They are essential to
maintaining this connection. Worshipping, Growing, Serving, Giving, and Inviting are designed
to keep us connected with and relying on God’s Spirit. And emboldened by that Holy Spirit we
can Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully, and Lead Courageously. Amen.
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