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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

GREAT HALL 11:00 a.m. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OPENING TO GOD 
 

 PRELUDE   
  

 WELCOME The Rev. Cindy Patterson 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 
1 Suzanne Taigen 

 

One: Family of God, on our journey of faith, we are not alone—God is with us! 

Many: Because God is with us, we can love boldly. 

One: God is with us, and God joins us with one another as the Body of Christ. 

Many: Because God draws us together, we can serve joyfully. 

One: Through God, we work for the flourishing of self, neighbor, and all creation.   

Many: Because God holds us together, we can lead courageously. 

One: Family of God, on this journey of faith, we are not alone—God is with us! 

Many: We come to worship God  

 by boldly loving, joyfully serving, and courageously leading,  

 that we may be disciples of Jesus Christ who transform the world.  

 Amen. 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE #500 Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart MORECAMBE 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION The Rev. Dan Drew 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 2  
 

 Loving God,  

  deep within, we know how we have failed to be your people.  

 Our hardened hearts are closed to the love of Christ;  

  our lust for more and more blocks the fullness of your grace  

  from transforming our lives;  

  our trust in the powers of the world reveals our foolish nature. 
 

 Have mercy, God of every generation.  

 Pour out the rich blessing of forgiveness on our parched souls.  

 Feed us with Heaven's Bread,  

  so we might be nourished by your gentleness.  

Shape us as your people, and restore us to faithful living, 

  as we seek to follow our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  

  in service to everyone we meet. 
 

 (Silence is kept.) 



 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE   
 

One: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Ephesians 3:14b-17 Ms. Taigen 
 

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

Many: Thanks be to God.  
 

 THE MESSAGE Empowered by the Holy Spirit Rev. Patterson 
 

OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP 

 

 HYMN OF REFLECTION #544 Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song BRIDEGROOM 

 

 SHARING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS Rev. Drew 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER #895  
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

        thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

        as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
 

 GIVING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS Rev. Patterson 
 

* DOXOLOGY (#95) & PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

* HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP #465 Holy Spirit, Truth Divine CANTERBURY 

 

* BENEDICTION Rev. Patterson 
 

* POSTLUDE   
 

 

 * The people may stand.  
 

Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist 
 
1 Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, January 2026. 
2 Written by Thom Shuman and posted on Lectionary Liturgies. 
 



The flowers on the altar are dedicated to the glory of God, 

A gift of the Church of the Saviour Foundation. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome—We’re glad you’re here! 
At Church of the Saviour, we welcome people of all ages and abilities to 
grow in faith together. We celebrate children’s voices, movement, and 
energy in worship! Coloring materials are available at the round tables, 
and the church library offers a quiet space, if needed. Nursery care is 
available in Room 100 from 9:30AM–12:00PM. 
 

This summer, children in Pre-K–5th grade are invited to join our children's programming 
between 9:45 and 10:45 a.m. On the first Sunday of each month, there is no separate 
programming; all children worship together with their families for Communion Sunday. 
Middle and high school groups continue to meet at 11:00 a.m. in their usual locations. 
Scan the accompanying QR code for complete information about our Children’s and 
Youth Ministries. 
 
Next Sermon Series Preview 

One of the greatest things about summer is enjoying the cycle of locally grown fruit at the 
peak of ripeness. From strawberries and blackberries to peaches and blueberries and 
watermelon, these flavors of summer not only give us great things to eat; they also 
remind us of the joy and beauty of God’s creation. What if we celebrated the fruits of the 
spirit as enthusiastically as we celebrate the fruits of summer? Paul wrote that living by 
the Holy Spirit produces “fruit” in us – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. We're dedicating our midsummer worship 
series to explore the fruit of the spirit and the way our lives can bring more flavor to the 
world around us. Summer Fruit—July-26. 
 
Summer Full of Fun! 

Beyond Sunday mornings, Church of the Saviour offers a whole season of 
events for kids, youth, and families — from beach picnics and kite parties 
to hikes, playdates, and a community Summerfest. There's something for 
everyone all summer long! Scan the QR code to view our full calendar so 
you don't miss a thing. 
 
 
 



Habitat for Humanity Walk, Run & Mosey 

Join us for the 2026 Habitat for Humanity Walk, Run & Mosey on 
Saturday, July 18 at 10 a.m. at Edgewater Park (6500 Cleveland 
Memorial Shoreway). Our team, lead by Sarah Dick and Joyce 
Dearborn, is called Church of the Saviour – Cleveland Heights. 
Registration is free. Choose between a 5K route or a 1-mile fun run. 
This is a non-competitive, non-timed event that's welcoming to the whole family (and 
dogs!). Scan the QR code to get started, and feel free to call Sarah in the church office at 
216-321-8880 if you need help getting registered.  
 
Summer Men's Breakfast 

The next quarterly men’s breakfast is on Saturday, July 11, 2026 at 7:30 AM in Calvary 
Hall with speaker Ryan Collins. Join us for a delicious homemade breakfast and great 
fellowship. RSVPs are appreciated but not necessary. Bring a friend! Contact Pete 
Krouse (pkrouse@cleveland.com) or Steve Merriam (stevemerriam@roadrunner.com) 
with questions or to volunteer to help out.  
 
Local Missions Update: Fairfax Elementary School 

One of Church of the Saviour's most immediate opportunities to love our neighbors is 
right across the street. Fairfax Elementary serves a diverse community in Cleveland 
Heights, including many families who need safe, affordable afterschool care. Through 
grants from our Local Missions Group and the Church of the Saviour Foundation, we are 
excited to be helping fund the Fairfax PTA's Afterschool Enrichment Program—on-site 
classes offered after dismissal in everything from dance and drama to chess, gardening, 
and flag football. Last school year, 235 students enrolled, and 74 received scholarships 
made possible by our support. The Fairfax PTA put it simply: "We have families 
participating in school and PTA functions for the first time because of your partnership in 
helping us care for every family." This partnership reflects our church's commitment to 
being a genuine presence in our neighborhood—meaningfully connected to the people 
who live and learn here. If you are interested in learning more about our relationship with 
Fairfax or getting involved, please contact Meg Marshall at mmarshall@cotsumc.org. 
 
Immigration News 

Although the events in Minnesota this winter have faded from the headlines, our 
immigrant neighbors are still under tremendous pressure. If you are interested in learning 
more about how Church of the Saviour and other local organizations are responding to 
this need, you can sign up for the COTS immigration email list. To sign up, please 
contact Bob Dunn at robertdunnhastings1895@gmail.com. 
 
 

 



COTS at Wade Oval Wednesday with Carlos Jones & the PLUS Band 

Wednesday, July 1, 5:30-8:30pm. Bring a chair or blanket and enjoy the 
festive atmosphere with your Church of the Saviour friends and the 
wider Cleveland community! 
 

Wade Oval Wednesdays is a free weekly music series in University 
Circle with several food trucks and other entertainment. Bring food or 
money for the food trucks if you want to eat. This kid-friendly event is a 
nice evening out for people of all ages. Meet at Wade Oval and keep an eye out for us 
when you get there - we'll try to gather in one spot. Scan the QR code for parking and 
other details. 
 

"Carlos Jones is a legendary singer, songwriter, and percussionist known as the "iron 
man" and undisputed king of the Cleveland, Ohio, reggae scene. For over 45 years, he 
has championed roots reggae and island soul, spreading messages of peace, love, and 
positivity." 
 
Call for ISF Volunteers & Furniture Donations 
International Student Fellowship (ISF) is seeking assistance for international students at 
Case Western Reserve University. Volunteers are needed to pick students up from the 
airport or bus station and drop them off at their given residences or provide temporary 
housing for 3-4 days from mid-July to the end of August. They also need donations of 
new or gently used household items and furniture for student apartments, and drivers who 
are willing to transport furniture to the students' residences for the annual Furniture 
Giveaway. 

 

The Furniture Giveaway is happening on August 15, and donations will be accepted at 
COTS’ Great Hall on Friday, August 14 for this event. If you want to volunteer with 
InterVarsity's Chapter "International Student Fellowship (ISF) at Case Western Reserve 
University" and learn how to interact and build friendships with international students 
through these opportunities, email Milka Hanook at milka.hanook@intervarsity.org.  
 

Thank you for your generous support for COTS Little Food Pantry! 

The beautiful Cleveland summer has arrived. School is out, and with children home all 
day, families have increased food needs. The COTS Little Food Pantry is in need of 
ready-to-eat foods for people with only microwave or even NO cooking facilities.  
Especially needed are dry foods such as cereal, mac & cheese, peanut butter, crackers, 
dried soups in a bowl, dried noodles in a bowl, instant mashed potatoes, canned chicken, 
and tuna. Dried beans, rice, and lentils are NOT being used. Please, no glass jars. We are 
well-stocked with canned goods. Thank you for your continued support! 
 
 



July 4 Patriotic Carillon Concert  

Sheryl Modlin will perform a patriotic concert on Church of the Saviour’s Arter 
Memorial carillon on Saturday, July 4 at 12PM. Musical selections will include America 

the Beautiful, God Bless America and This Land is Your Land. Bring a lawn chair and 
post up outside COTS to enjoy the beautiful music! 
 
United Women in Faith Yearly Support Wrap-Up 

Each year in June, the United Women in Faith (UWF) Board distributes the monies that 
they have left after paying their pledged mission commitments and budgeted expenses.  
The money is divided equally between local, national, and internation mission 
projects/agencies. This year we had $12,300 to distribute. 
 

The following organizations/projects received money this year:  Cleveland Heights 
Library Food Bank, Scranton Road Ministries, Teen Start, Village of Healing, Habitat for 
Humanity Faith Build, West Side Community House, Midwest Distribution Center, 
Royal Family Kids Camp, Love to Sew, North Coast Haiti District for Blair and Shnell 
Saint-Vil support, Africa University Scholarships for Women, Susanna Wesley House in 
Cambodia, Friends of Manos Junta to complete their swimming pool at the community 
center,  and the North Central Jurisdiction Volunteers in Mission project. 
 

The UWF Board thanks all those who have donated items, time, and money to us this 
past year. We look forward to your continued support in the year ahead. As a heads up, 
the Fall Flea Market is scheduled for October 8-10, 2026. We will start collecting markey 
donations on Sunday October 4 after the 11:00 service. We are always looking for 
volunteers to help us with the Flea Market starting that Sunday afternoon through the end 
of the market the following Saturday: October 4-10. Further information will be made 
available in September 2026. Have a wonderful summer, from the UWF Board! 
 
Crowdsourced Conversation: Heights Public School Funding 

How does public school funding really work? Join FutureHeights for a crowdsourced 
conversation that will explore the mechanics of school funding, including property taxes, 
state aid, and other revenue sources.  
 

The event will take place Thursday, July 30 from 6-7:30 p.m. at the Noble Road Library 
(2800 Noble Road). Cleveland Heights is home to a rich mix of public, private, and 
parochial schools, giving families a range of educational options. But for those seeking 
strong public schools, how do perception and reality shape decisions about where to raise 
a family? 
 

Leading the discussion will be Susie Kaeser, a public school advocate for more than 50 
years, and Dan Heintz, who has served on the Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Board of Education for more than nine years. Together, they will help demystify school 



funding and facilitate an important conversation about the future of public education in 
our community. Scan the accompanying QR code to RSVP. 
 
 
  

 

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS  

    
Wednesday, July 1 

  

COTS at Wade Oval Wednesday, 5:30PM 
 

Friday, July 3 
  

Church building closed for the Independence Day holiday.  
 

Saturday, July 4 
  

Church building closed for the Independence Day holiday.  
 

Sunday, July 5 
  

LGBTQIA+ Adults & Active Allies Prayer Group via ZOOM, 12:30PM 
 

Visit cotsumc.org/events for additional programming information 
and regularly scheduled events.  

 

 
 
 
 

 

Please register your attendance at today’s worship service.  

Thank you! 
 

 
 


