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ORDER OF WORSHIP

GREAT HALL 11:00 a.m.
OPENING TO GOD
PRELUDE
WELCOME The Rev. Andy Call
CALL TO WORSHIP Tom Scott
One: We believe in God...
Many: the Creator of all that is, whose breath is in our lungs
and whose presence guides us every day.
One: We believe in Christ...
Many: the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world,
whose life and teachings are the model for us to follow.
One: We believe in the Holy Spirit...
Many: The Wind and Fire of God,
giver of both comfort and power to live our faith boldly.
One: Even when faith is hard, we choose to believe.
Many: And we trust that God meets us in our struggling faith,
calling us to worship.
HYMN OF PRAISE #85 We Believe in One True God RATISBON
CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Call

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God,

And it seems that everything just gets more complicated every day.

we live in a complicated world.

We long for something solid, unchanging,
something we can count on and trust.

We confess that sometimes we want faith to be easy,
reduced to a few simple phrases or convictions,

something to guide our lives without complexities.

Yet we find our words wholly inadequate
to fully encompass the faith we have,

Help

much less the faith we have inherited.

us, in the midst of complexities,

to place our hope and our trust in you.



For while no words are adequate to describe who you are,
your grace does not require our comprehension;
only our longing. Amen.

(Silence is kept.)

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

One: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Romans 10:9-13 Mr. Scott

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Many: Thanks be to God.

THE MESSAGE Of Boundaries and Boxes Rev. Call

OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP

HYMN OF REFLECTION Christian, Rise and Act Your Creed CANTERBURY
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1.Chris - tian, rise and act thy creed; let your prayer be in yourdeed;
2.Hearts a - round thee sink with care, you can help their load to bear;
3.0f - fer oth-ers hope and joy, and God's wor - ship your em-ploy;
4.Come then, law di- vine, and reign; faith that doubt as-sails in wvain,
4 , | . |

seek the right, per - form the true, raise your work and life a-new.

you can bring in - spir-inglight, strength-en them to do the right.

giv-ing thanks in  hum-ble zeal, learn - ing  all God's will to feel.

per-fect love ber - eft of fear, born in heav'n and rad-iant here.
SHARING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS The Rev. Cindy Patterson

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER #895

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.

GIVING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS Rev. Call

DOXOLOGY (#95) & PRAYER OF DEDICATION

HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP #529 How Firm a Foundation FOUNDATION
BENEDICTION Rev. Call
POSTLUDE

* The people may stand.

Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist

The flowers on the altar are dedicated to the glory of God,
a gift of the Church of the Saviour Foundation.

Please register your attendance at today’s worship service.
Thank you!




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome—We’re glad you’re here!

At Church of the Saviour, we welcome people of all ages and abilities to
grow in faith together. We celebrate children’s voices, movement, and
energy in worship! Coloring materials are available at the round tables,
and the church library offers a quiet space, if needed. Nursery care is
available in Room 100 from 9:30AM-12:00PM.

This summer, children in Pre-K—5th grade are invited to join our children's programming
between 9:45 and 10:45 a.m. On the first Sunday of each month, there is no separate
programming; all children worship together with their families for Communion Sunday.
Middle and high school groups continue to meet at 11:00 a.m. in their usual locations.
Scan the accompanying QR code for complete information about our Children’s and

Y outh Ministries.

Kick-Off Sunday, August 30

Join us for a joyful start to the new worship year! We’ll have back-to-school backpack
blessings for all students, teachers, and school staff—bring your backpack, lunchbox,
briefcase, or whatever you carry for school so we can send you off with prayers and
encouragement.

Any adult Sunday small groups that paused over the summer are also starting back up,
with opportunities to grow in faith, build community, and explore how God is at work in
our lives and our world. After worship and classes, everyone’s invited to a cookout lunch
at 12:00 pm—good food, friends, and a joyful start to the year!

Advent Devotional Project

As we continue contemplating the phrase, “Am I a Christian?”’ this month during
worship, it seems an appropriate time to announce the church’s plan to compile a special
Advent devotional from the scripture, books, poetry, personal musings, songs, and art
that are meaningful to our community. While there are some minor variations, depending
on which Bible version you prefer, the last lines in the Bible are, “Come, Lord Jesus. The
grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people.” (Revelations 22:20-21) This is what we
anticipate and celebrate.

Further details will be communicated later this fall, including exactly how and when to
make submissions to the Advent devotional. But in the meantime, please start
contemplating materials you might like to see included. We are excited to share the
different ways our church members view and anticipate the coming of Jesus Christ from a
joyful celebration for the baby Jesus to the incarnation of God in Christ.



Join Us at the Kids Hop!

Last year, COTS hosted the first ever Kids Hop, a special, family-friendly addition to the
much-loved FutureHeights annual Music Hop. And this year, we're doing it again even
bigger and better. The Hop is a weekend-long event matching local musicians to
businesses in four Cleveland Heights neighborhoods. The Cedar-Lee district is featured
in the evening on Saturday, August 29 and we are kicking it all off!

This year we will have two musical guests, DJ Lily Jade, 12-year-old line dance leading
extraordinaire, and Mr. Haney & Friends, a phenomenal bluegrass fiddle band. Besides
the music, there will be crafts, treats, the Bubble Witch from local Wizbang Theatre, and
lots of fun for the whole family. This is a free community event, so please invite your
friends and neighbors to join us on the front lawn at COTS on Saturday, August 29 from
3-4:30 p.m.

P.S. We expect DJ Lily Jade to draw a larger than usual crowd to a typical COTS event.
We would love as many volunteers as are willing to welcome the community. Please
email Christine Radigan at cradigan@cotsumc.org if you're interested in helping out.

Servants on Call

Do you enjoy serving others? Lending a hand? Being present for
someone? We're a lively church with lots of capacity to help and a call
to serve! As such, we receive requests to help people within the
congregation as well as the wider community. Recent examples include Of
helping with a weekday, lunchtime party at Roxboro Middle School,
sorting items at GoodsBank NEO, and removing the speakers from the sanctuary pew
backs. The possibilities are as varied as the needs! So, in order to keep our would-be
good-doers in the loop, we're starting a new text group called "Servants on Call." It's for
people willing to be asked to serve others from time to time. When you get the text with
the details, you can either sign up as instructed or ignore it. Scan the accompanying QR
code to join the group.

Little Free Pantry

Your simple act of kindness can make all the difference to a family facing hunger. A can
of ravioli or box of granola bars can go a long way. Our Free Little Pantry has been a
blessing to our neighbors in need, but our shelves are running lower than usual this
summer. If you're able, please consider adding a nonperishable food item to your cart on
your next shopping trip. Even one item can make a difference; together our kindness can
keep our pantry stocked and ready for anyone who needs it. Need ideas? Soup, canned
fruit, crackers, peanut butter, tuna, canned luncheon meat, oatmeal packets, cereal, etc.
No glass, please. Thank you for your continued support!
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