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ORDER OF WORSHIP

GREAT HALL 11:00 a.m.
OPENING TO GOD

PRELUDE

WELCOME The Rev. Andy Call

CALL TO WORSHIP ! Elizabeth Okwudi

One: O God, you are the gathering one
who calls us into community with each other
Many: to love and work, support and heal.
One: You are the gathering one
who calls us into community with all people;
Many: to bring justice and hope, freedom and truth.
One: You are the gathering one
who calls us into community with the whole creation;
Many: to live in harmony, cherish and renew.
One: Let us worship the God who makes us one.

HYMN OF PRAISE #100 God, Whose Love Is Reigning O'er Us LAUDA ANIMA
CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Call

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God, you call us into community.
You made us to be in relationship with you,
and you planted within us a desire to connect to one another.
There are many places where we gather,
but none is quite like this one:
a place of worship,
a place of prayer,
a fellowship called to serve and to mutual love.

Yet we confess that we sometimes lose sight
of what the church is meant to be:
we think of it as a social network;
we focus on our preferences and our own needs;
we choose our comfort over your calling.

Forgive us when we forget what a gift it is to be a church.
Remind us again of our life-giving mission.



And make this a place where everyone is welcomed and loved
into a deeper relationship with you. Amen.

(Silence is kept.)
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

One: Inthe name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Hebrews 10:23-25 Ms. Okwudi

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Many: Thanks be to God.

THE MESSAGE Why Church? Rev. Call

OFFERING OUR LIVES IN DISCIPLESHIP
HYMN OF REFLECTION #589 The Church of Christ, in Every Age DICKINSON COLLEGE
SHARING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS The Rev. Benita Rollins

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER #895

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.

GIVING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS Rev. Call

DOXOLOGY (#95) & PRAYER OF DEDICATION

HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP #590 Christ Loves the Church HIGH STREET
BENEDICTION Rev. Call
POSTLUDE

* The people may stand.



Don Verkuijlen, Director of Traditional Music & Organist

! Christian Aid (http://www.christianaid.org.uk/)

The flowers on the altar are dedicated in honor of
John and Arleen Twist’s wedding anniversary.

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS

Wednesday, August 26
Martha Circle, 7:00PM

Saturday, August 29
Kids Hop FutureHeights Music Hop Event, 3:00PM-4:30PM

Sunday, August 30

Kickoff Sunday
Blessings of the Backpacks at Worship
Kickoff Picnic on the Front Lawn, 12:00PM

Visit cotsumc.org/events for additional programming information
and regularly scheduled events.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Kick-Off Sunday August 30

Join us for a joyful start to the new worship year! We’ll have back-to-school backpack
blessings for al/ students, teachers, and school staff—bring your backpack, lunchbox,
briefcase, or whatever you carry for school so we can send you off with prayers and
encouragement.

Any adult Sunday small groups that paused over the summer are also starting back up,
with opportunities to grow in faith, build community, and explore how God is at work in
our lives and our world. After worship and classes, everyone’s invited to a cookout lunch
at 12:00 pm—good food, friends, and a joyful start to the year!

Join Us at the Kids Hop!

Last year, COTS hosted the first ever Kids Hop, a special, family-friendly addition to the
much-loved FutureHeights annual Music Hop. And this year, we're doing it again even
bigger and better. The Hop is a weekend-long event matching local musicians to
businesses in four Cleveland Heights neighborhoods. The Cedar-Lee district is featured
in the evening on Saturday, August 29 and we are kicking it all off!

This year we will have two musical guests, DJ Lily Jade, 12-year-old line dance leading
extraordinaire, and Mr. Haney & Friends, a phenomenal bluegrass fiddle band. Besides
the music, there will be crafts, treats, the Bubble Witch from local Wizbang Theatre, and
lots of fun for the whole family. This is a free community event, so please invite your
friends and neighbors to join us on the front lawn at COTS on Saturday, August 29 from
3-4:30 p.m.

We expect DJ Lily Jade to draw a larger than usual crowd to a typical COTS event. We
would love as many volunteers as are willing to welcome the community. Please email
Christine Radigan at cradigan@cotsumec.org if you're interested in helping out.

United Protestant Campus Ministries

United Protestant Campus Ministries in Cleveland (UPCaM) is an ecumenical ministry
supporting college students across Cleveland that is supported in part by Church of the
Saviour’s Local Missions and your Christmas giving. Two years ago, we began
revitalizing campus ministry at Case Western Reserve University, and today student
participation, leadership, and enthusiasm are thriving. Our growth has come from
building authentic relationships and listening deeply to students.

The Church is changing, and so are the ways young adults seek faith and community.
Students long for inclusive spaces where they can ask difficult questions, explore
spirituality, and encounter God's love without fear. They also face practical challenges,



including food insecurity, housing during school breaks, and access to basic necessities.
UPCaM responds by caring for the whole student—body, mind, and spirit—in
partnership with local congregations. That success has inspired a new chapter: re-
establishing UPCaM at Cleveland State University. In partnership with Trinity Cathedral
and First Presbyterian Church of Cleveland, we are building a welcoming community
where CSU students can explore faith and grow together.

One of the greatest joys of this ministry is watching students and churches transform one
another. Recently, a partner congregation prepared a meal and joined us for Sunday
Dinner Church. During worship, a student from Eswatini taught us a praise song in Zulu,
and soon everyone was singing and dancing together. Afterward, students and church
members gathered around the table to talk about scripture, justice, and faith. Our guests
immediately asked when they could come back.

We are proud to be your campus ministry. The future of the Church is not waiting for
young adults to find us—it is found wherever we are willing to meet them. Through
meals, worship, Bible study, service, and pastoral care, UPCaM is creating spaces where
students experience the radical love of Christ. Join us as a volunteer, Dinner Church
cook, homestay host, or prayer partner. Contact me at amanda@upcam.org to get started.
—Amanda Powell, UPCaM Campus Minister

Kairos Prison Ministry

COTS will again be represented when the Kairos Inside Team conducts
its 45th weekend event at Trumbull Correctional Institution on Sept 17 —
20. We have several COTS members as part of the “inside” team, and
you can join! Please sign up for one or more 30-minute time slots on our
Prayer Vigil, which will be a visible sign of God’s love working through
you. Scan the QR code to add your name. By signing up online, you will also be included
in an email distribution list that receives updates throughout the weekend. Kairos is
financially supported by Church of the Saviour’s Local Missions via your Christmas
offering.

UWF School Supplies Collection

Each year, COTS’ United Women in Faith collect money for church members who are
teaching in schools that serve disadvantaged students. In the past we collected actual
school supplies but found that teachers were not always getting what they really wanted
or needed for their classrooms. Therefore, in recent years we have changed course, and
started collecting monetary donations instead.

Please consider making a donation to the church office or at cotsumc.org/give between
now and September 6, with “school supplies” on the memo line. The contributions to this



fund are considered tax deductible and will appear on your church donation statement.
Thank you in advance for helping our teachers help students!

Little Free Pantry

Your simple act of kindness can make all the difference to a family facing hunger. A can
of ravioli or box of granola bars can go a long way. Our Free Little Pantry has been a
blessing to our neighbors in need, but our shelves are running lower than usual this
summer. If you're able, please consider adding a nonperishable food item to your cart on
your next shopping trip. Even one item can make a difference; together our kindness can
keep our pantry stocked and ready for anyone who needs it. Need ideas? Soup, canned
fruit, crackers, peanut butter, tuna, canned luncheon meat, oatmeal packets, cereal, etc.
No glass, please. Thank you for your continued support!

Advent Devotional Project

As we continue contemplating the phrase, “Am I a Christian?”’ this month during
worship, it seems an appropriate time to announce the church’s plan to compile a special
Advent devotional from the scripture, books, poetry, personal musings, songs, and art
that are meaningful to our community. While there are some minor variations, depending
on which Bible version you prefer, the last lines in the Bible are, “Come, Lord Jesus. The
grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people.” (Revelations 22:20-21) This is what we
anticipate and celebrate.

Further details will be communicated later this fall, including exactly how and when to
make submissions to the Advent devotional. But in the meantime, please start
contemplating materials you might like to see included. We are excited to share the
different ways our church members view and anticipate the coming of Jesus Christ from a
joyful celebration for the baby Jesus to the incarnation of God in Christ.

The Chosen Study Resumes on September 3

Last winter/spring a group of us came together to view and discuss the first 2 seasons of
The Chosen — a dramatization of the ministry of Jesus and the disciples. After breaking
for the summer we will begin Season 3 on Thursday, September 3 at 10 am in the Parlor.
We will watch the episode together and then have lively discussion, concluding at noon.
New members are welcome, but you would need to catch up by watching the first 2
seasons on your own. You can watch all the episodes on Amazon Prime, YouTube,
fuboTV or for free at watch.thechosen.tv. I hope you’re looking forward to starting back
up as much as [ am! —Rev. Cindy Patterson



Please register your attendance at today’s worship service.
Thank you!




